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Saudi Muslim Activists Arrested 
for Khobar Bombing 

NICOSIA—A group of Saudi Muslim activists have 
been arrested!for a bomb attack which killed 19 US. 
servicemen in Saudi Arabia in June, a Saudi 
opposition group said Wbdnesdap, 

The movement for Islamic reform in Arabia 
(Mira), based in London, said it had information that 
«a number of Afghanistan veterans have admitted 
rep onriKKty for the attack” in Khobar on June 25 
after their arrest 

(Contd mi I\>. 14) 
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iblican 
'argets UN 


to NannalbaHoB 
MU Israel 

^ DAMASCUS — Syria 
r f '^trj j*,' Wednesday called for the Arabs 
to haft any normalization with Is- 
xad and keep vp their economic 
boycott untQ die Zionist stale ac- 
^^ttJjvcepte a ‘Tand-for-peace” settle- 

“It is time to turn the decisions 
die Arab summit in Cairo into 
action, especially on halting the 
normalization process undertaken 
some Arab parties,” said the 
official daily AI-Baath. 

The ruling party’s newspaper 
was referring to Mauritania, 
Oman, Qatar and Tunisia which 
have forged commercial links 
with Israel. 

“If s not passible for it (Israel) 
Jo have economic, com m e r cial 
political links ... with die Ar- 
- ahs at a time when that country 

■* ^ has lannched a full-blown canh 
Jc r-aastj^ paign to judaize die occqiied ter- 
■•^swzhfc ri* 0 ™®.” it said. 

^ Al-Baark said the Arab eco- 

nOTiic boycott of Israel was “a le- 
&»; gifimate weapon of self-defense.** 
::ss ^sx' 1 xl “We must counter the intransi- 
^oiriaj gence of Israel with a similar' in¬ 
transigence,** it said, accusing 
Israel's -new right-wing Prime 
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu of 
rejecting UN resolutions to with- 
daw from occupied Arab territo¬ 
ries. 

Netanyahu has angered Da¬ 
mascus by rejecting its demands 
for an Israeli withdrawal from die 
Golan Heights, which the Zionist 
state seized in the 1967 Middle 
East war. 

During the Cairo summit of 
one 22-23, Arab states threat¬ 
ened to call off foe normalization 
if Israel refused to pull out occu¬ 
pied laud in return for peace with 
die Arabs. 

(Contd on Pg. 14) 


1992 Explosion at Israeli Embassy 
Came From Within 


BUENOS AIRES — A report 
presented by the. Supreme Court 
Tuesday said the 1992 blast that 
destroyed the Israeli Embassy and 
killed 29 people was caused by 
explosives placed inside the build¬ 
ing, but the ambassador dismissed 
the claim. 

Israeli Ambassador Isaac Avi- 
ran expressed surprise at the re¬ 
port, pointing out that '-'the 

Argentine, French, Israeli and 
American intelligence services 
know that the attack came from 
outside.** 

Twenty-nine people were 
killed and more than 100 others 
wounded in the March 1992 blast. 


Christopher Begins 
Talks on Bosnia 
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GENEVA — U.S. Secretary of 
Stale Warren Christopher and 
Bosnian President Alija Izetbe- 
govic on Wednesday opened talks 
here involving die three presi¬ 
dents of foe former Yugoslavia to 
discuss hurdles «fe»»dwig in the 
way of next month’s elections in 
^Bosnia. 

Christopher, who arrived here 
Tuesday from Brussels where he 
held talks with NATO leaders, 
huddled with Bosnian President 
Alija Izetbegovic, Croatian Presi¬ 
dent Franjo Tudjman and Serbian 
President Slobodan Milosevic. 

In Brussels, Christopher won 
assurances from NATO Secretary 
General Javier Solatia that the 
NATO-led Implementation Force 
(IFOR) maintaining peace in Bos¬ 
nia would assist in preparations 
for die September 14 election. 


Izetbegovic meanwhile said 
Tuesday that be was not optimis¬ 
tic about prospects for the Mus- 
lim-Croat Federation, according 
to a broadcast monitored in Lon¬ 
don by the BBC. 

U.S. Secretary of State War¬ 
ren Christopher asked Croatian 
President Franjo Tudjman on 
Wed n esday to turn over in d ic t ed 
war criminals that have been 
spotted in his country recently. 

But the top U.S. diplomat 
failed to receive any assurances 
that the Croatian authorities 
would arrest the wanted individu¬ 
als. 

“I cannot say that we received 
full satisfaction about these indi¬ 
viduals,’' Burns said, adding that 
Christopher bad raised the issue 
with “great determination and ag¬ 
gressiveness.” (Contd on Pg.14) 
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Fighting Stops in Grozny, Russian 
Raid Reported on Refugees 


Negotiations With U.S. 
Not in Iran’s Interests 


which, until Tuesday had been 
widely attributed to a terrorist car 
bomb attack. 

But Supreme Court president 
Julio Nazareno said the expert re¬ 
port commissioned by the authori¬ 
ties showed “with a 99 percent 
degree of certainty” tint the ex¬ 
plosives that blew up the embassy 
had been planted inside the build¬ 
ing. 

Nazareno said the findings 
were preliminary and that the an¬ 
nouncement “does not imply any 
theory as to how die explosive 
materials were introduced.” 


GROZNY, Russia — Fighting 
between Chechen separatists and 
Russian troops stopped in central 


Grozny sfaority after noon 
Wednesday, but the Chechens ac¬ 
cused Moscow of killing at least 


10 civilians in an air raid oo a 
column of refugees fleeing the 
capital. (Contd on Pg. ] 4) 



Tehran Timex Service 

TEHRAN — Majlis Speaker Alt 
Akbar Nateq Nouri here Wednes¬ 
day called for adopting a clear 
frameuorlc for evolving economic 
and political strategies: 

Addressing tire gathering of Ira¬ 
nian ambassadors and heads of 
Iran’s missions abroad, Nateq 
Nouri stressed tint foreign policy 
of an Islamic system should rest on 
certain general principles adopted 
from ideology, the Holy Qoran and 
the percept of the Holy Prophet (S). 

The Islamic Republic of Iran re¬ 
jects economic, political and cul¬ 
tural domination of any country, he 
said, adding, commitment to this 
principle have bought the U.S. 
wrath. 

We condemn any U.S. efforts to 
dominate the Islamic countries and 
we will resist this policy, he 
stressed. 

He further scolded those simple- 
minded who advocate Tehran's rap¬ 
prochement with Washington and 


stressed that talks with die US. will 
not solve any problem. The U.S. is 
of expansionist nature, the speaker 
added. 

It is not a country’s gross na¬ 
tional product (GDP) or its per 
capita income that determine its 
real states in tire world but it is the 
extent of its influence which deter¬ 
mines its status in international sys¬ 
tem. 

The Islamic Revolution of bran 
has revived die Islamic ideas across 
the world and has attracted the op¬ 
pressed people of die world and 
that is why Iran has got especial 
status in the world. 

Anti-terrorism campaign, resto¬ 
ration of economic equilibrium, 
paying due attention to human 
rights situation are among main 
principles of Iran’s foreign policy, 
he said. 

Oil is a limited natural resource 
which belongs to the future genera¬ 
tions, he said adding that given die 
present situation in which oil has 


New Age in Once Troubled 
Afghan-Pakistan Ties 


KABUL — A fresh new era has 
dawned in the once hostile rela¬ 
tions between Afghanistan and its 
eastern neighbor Pakistan, Af¬ 
ghan Interior Minister Moham¬ 
med Yunus Qanooni said 
Wednesday. 

The comment came a day after 
Qanooni, one of the government’s 
top ministers, returned from a 
ground-breaking visit to Isla¬ 
mabad which he said has trans¬ 
formed die troubled ties between 
the two countries. 

The trip saw the two sides 
agree cm the prickly issue of the 
reopening of the Pakistani Em¬ 
bassy here which was ransacked 
and torched by an angry mob last 
year causing ties to fell to a new 
low, he said. 

“We have opened a new chap¬ 
ter in relations between our two 
countries and a new atmosphere 
has been created which we hope 
will serve as a base for future 
brotherly ties,” be told AFP. 

“Both sides understand each 


other and now realize that cold 
relations are not in the interests of 
either side. It is the start of a new 
era in Afghan-Pakistani affairs. 

“It now depends on the leaders 
of both countries how they will 
use (his atmosphere to build a 
cordial future,” be added cau¬ 
tiously. 

He described the trip — which 
saw Qanooni leading a team to 
the Pakistani capital for talks with 
top officials, including the presi¬ 
dent, premier, foreign and inte¬ 
rior ministers — .as a “major 
success.” 

The teams reached agreement 
on the three broad issues on the 
delegation’s agenda: Political af¬ 
fairs, trade affairs and economic 
issues, he said. 

Specific issues included the re¬ 
opening of the Pakistani Embassy 
here, the re-activation of the Af¬ 
ghan-Pakistan transit trade agree¬ 
ment and the supply of food and 
fuel to the besieged Afghan capi¬ 
tal- (Conld on Pg.14) 


become a political tool it is neces¬ 
sary to support the activities of the 
private sector to promote nan-oil 
exports. 

Nateq Nouri called on die Ira¬ 
nian representatives and ambassa¬ 
dors to focus their activities on 

economic issues as the best way for | 
promotion of political relations 
with the host countries. 

Applauding relentless efforts of 
President Akbar Hashemi Rafsan- 
jani in development of the country, 
be said that in every province we 
can witness infrastructural pro¬ 
jects. 

He said that promotion of non¬ 
oil exports will be the best way for 
safeguarding the achievements of 
die government. 

Prior to the speaker’s speech. 
Foreign Minister Ali Akbar Vfe- 
Iayafi reported on the activities of 
Iran's representative offices 
abroad. 

Cinema Farhang’s 
Hall No. D 
Allocated to 
Foreip Filrngoers 



RAJABf 

Tehran Tones Service 

TEHRAN — Hall number two of 
Cinema Farhang, on Dr. Shariati 
Avenue will be soon allocated to 
screening Iranian movies with 
English subtitles, or undubbed 
(Conld on Pg.14) 
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e said: What hin- 
1 ^fcdcrrd you so that 
¥ you efid not make 
obeisance when I com¬ 
manded you? He said; I am 
better than he: Thou hast 
created me of fire, while 
him Thou didst create oi 
dust. 

(HOLY Q.ORAN){7:12) 



The Exoneration of an 
_Innocent Suspect__ 

A report presented yesterday by Argentine Supreme Court 
Chief justice Julio Nazareno and prepared by experts 
commissioned by the authorities to investigate the 1992 
blast at the Israeli Embassy in Buenos Aires showed “with 99 
percent degree of certainty” that the explosives that blew up the 
embassy had been planted inside the building. 

Two probable reasons why the Israeli Embassy should stock 
explosives in its compound are: first, the possibility that Israeli 
mercenaries planned to use the explosives to blow up specific sites 
in Argentina; secondly, the possibility that the explosion at the 
embassy had been a planned blast aimed at purging undesirable 
elements in internal bickering. 

It is easy enough to see why fingers were pointed at Iran, a usual 
scapegoat in terrorist incidents: the crime was committed inside 
the embassy of its arch rival—the Jewish state. 

The eye-opening report, prepared as it was by the host govern¬ 
ment, is a slap on the face of world public opinion and the 
U.S.-controlled media. It is also a classical example of a trial by 
public opinion and by a biased press. To allow suspected terrorists 
to be tried this way would be a negation of the function of the 
entire judicial system. 

In almost all speeches and statements of Bill Clinton, the 
notorious U.S. Secretary of State Warren Christopher and other 
U.S. officials in the aftermath of any terrorist incident, the usual, 
dirty conclusion is that Iran should be isolated because H is a main 
supporter of terrorism and, therefore, makes possible the occur¬ 
rence of terrorism. The Argentine government report only proves 
| that nothing could be farther from the truth. 

Two other recent suspected terrorist incidents are die Centen¬ 
nial Olympic Park bombing in Atlanta and the TWA plane crash. 

The danger of rushing into conclusions on the basis of scanty 
evidence and of Stereotyping a group or nation as “terrorists” has 
never been dearly focused as it is now. Certainly, countries which 
are victims—notably Iran—should have a way of redressing the 
damage caused to its image abroad. Fortunately, evidences come 
up one after the other, controverting accusations, and embarrass¬ 
ing accusers. To add insult to injury, not even a word of apology 
is drculated by the foreign press when Iran is exonerated. 

The U.S. has to date failed to provide even a single piece of 
evidence that Iran has been involved in any act of terrorism. But 
what is surprising is that h concocts sanction after sanction as 
though Iran is a convicted terrorist country. Fortunately, it has lost 
its credibility with most other countries, even its own allies, with 
the exception of the Zionist regime. 

It is time Washington faces up to its lies fay reviewing its 
anti-Iran policy and working for a more meaningful one. It should 
realize that it is neither feasible nor possible to isolate Iran. The 
truth always hurts. 


'Uncalled for Sanctions': 
Indian Daily 


NEW DELHI — Ncitlicr Iran nor 
Libya arc involved in a»v act of 
terrorism on the American soil, 
nor the U.S. State Department and 
the CIA have come up with any 
evidence proving the two coun¬ 
tries’ role in Atlanta pipe blast. 
TWA flight crash and Dteihran 
bomb blast, a leading English 
daily or India, The Statesman 
wrote herc Monday. 

YcL U.S. has imposed sanc¬ 
tions on Iran and Libya. Hence, 
this act is uncalled Tor. added the 
paper in its editorial. 

The editorial. “To No Effect” 
adds. “What is more obnoxious 
about the U.S. action is what it 
proposes to do. The European Un¬ 
ion in general and France in par¬ 
ticular arc furious, naturally, since 


no one likes to be told what to do 
with one’s money.” 

The editorial added. “The U.S. 
is aspiring for something un¬ 
achievable. The European compa¬ 
nies arc guided by commercial 
considerations. They arc least 
willing to obey a legislation that 
wants them to serve the political 
interests of the U.S. at the cost of 
their commercial interests.” 

Besides, “The European ap¬ 
proach towards Iran and Libya 
places a certain degree of empha¬ 
sis on dialog. Also, their commer¬ 
cial policy is pragmatic.” adds the 
editorial, recommending the U.S. 
that il slxjnld have taken these fac¬ 
tors into account before clamping 
sanctions to no cITcct. 

(IRNA) 
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Msnipi Offers 
Congratulations on India’s 
independence Anniversary 

Tehran Times Service 


TEHRAN — President Akbar 
Hasbemi Rafsanjani, in separate 
congratulatory messages to Indian 
President Shankar Days! Sfaanna 
and Prime Minister H.D. Deve 
Gowda congratulated them and 
the Indian nation and government 
an the anniversary of their coun¬ 
try's independence, according to 
the Information Department of the 
President's Office. 

In his messages, underlining the 
cordial ties between die two coon- 
tries, die president expressed hope 
that the friendly relations between 
India and the Islamic Republic of 
Iran, which have been considerably 
enhanced during the recent years, 
will be yet further expanded in all 
possible areas on bilateral, regional 
and international levels. 


Promotion of Iran-S. Africa 


Cultural Ties Called For 


Tehran Times Service 


TEHRAN — Expansion of Iran- 
South Africa bilateral relations 
was discussed in a meeting be¬ 
tween die Iranian Minister of Cul¬ 
ture and Islamic Guidance 
Mostafa Mirsalim and South Afri¬ 
can Ambassador to Tehran, 
Moosa Mobaroed Moolis, here 
Wednesday. 

According to IRNA, Mirsalim 
said that the rich culture of the two 
nations can be effetive in bringing 
the two countries closer to each 
other. 

The minister also emphasized 
the need for exchange of artists, 
tourists and holding of cultural 
seminars and programs to boost die 
bilateral ties in this field. 

Praising the Islamic Republic of 
Iran for not having any sort of 
relations with South Africa when it 



MIRSALIM 

was under the white minority ride, 
Mohamed Moolis said that one 
should have vast historical and cul¬ 
tural information to know die rich 
and age-old culture of Iran. 

The South African diplomat 
also stressed the need to deepen 
relations through cultural ex- 


Vetaytrti Condoles 
Spanish Counterpart 


Tehran Times Service 


100 Higher Education 
Centers Established in 
Iran Sinee 1979 


Red Crescent Society Engaging 
in Medical Services Abroad 



jan, Armenia, Bahrain, Lebanon 
and Albania by the Red Crescent 
Society during the past Iranian 
year, Vahid Dastjerdi concluded. 


changes. 

South Africa, with a 42 milli on 
population and II official lan¬ 
guages, accommodates a large 
number of religious and ethnic 
groups. 

Before President Nelson Man¬ 
dela took power in South Africa the 
Islamic Republic had no relations 


TEHRAN—Over 100 higher edu¬ 
cation centers have been estab¬ 
lished in Iras since the victory j3T- 
the Islamic Revolution zn 1979. la 
other words, one such a center has 
been established every two 
months. 

With an average annual growth 
rate of 2.2 percent, die number of 
higher education centers in Iran 
climbed to 346 in 1995 from 244 in 


(IRNA) with that African country. 


6,000 Development Projects to 


Become Operational by Year End 


DASTJERDI 

TEHRAN — In addition to provid¬ 
ing relief services and supplies in 
various incidents, the Red Cres¬ 
cent Society of Iran is also en¬ 
gaged in medical, cultural and 
social activities throughout the 
world, head of die society, Seifol- 
lah Vahid Dastjerdi said here 
Wednesday. 

He added that the society oper¬ 
ates a number of medical centers in 
different countries including Bos- 
nia-Herzegovina, United Arab 
F.mirates, Mali, Ghana, Pakistan 
and Afghanistan. 

Some 45 consignments com¬ 
prising medicine, foodstuff, cloth¬ 
ing and other necessary supplies, 
worth over RlsJ>.3 billion, were 
sent to deprived people in Afghani¬ 
stan, Pakistan, Tajikistan, Iraq, 
Chechnya, Nakhichevan, Bosnia, 
Ghana, Mali, Republic of Azerbai- 


TEHRAN - Some 5,925 out of 
about 9,000 development projects 
now under implementation across 
the country are to be put into op¬ 
eration with a total investment of 
Rls.860 billion fay the year end on 
March 20, 1997. 

Deputy Interior Minister for 
Development Afiaire Rasoul Zar- 
garsaid here Wednesday that about 
40 percent of die projects imple¬ 
mented fay his ministry would start 
operation during the Government 
Week (August 23-29), and the rest 
during die Ten-Day Dawn (Febru¬ 
ary 1 - 11 ) marking the victory an¬ 
niversary of the 1979 Islamic 
Revolution. 


go on stream are relevant to 39 
traffic control, protection of urban 
installations, conservation of envi¬ 
ronment and construction of sports 
and recreational facilities. 

(IRNA) 


1979. 

Polymer Research Center, 
Technical and Engineering Fact _ # 
of Tehran University, the Faculty 
of Basic Sciences of Razi Univer¬ 
sity *n Hamedan, Faculty of Mini- 
rology of Isfahan University, 
University of Kasfaan, and dozens 


of Payam-e Naur c or respondence 
universities are among the aca¬ 
demic centers set up by the Math - 
try of Culture and Higher 
Education during die posF-revou- 
tion period. (ntNA) 


Shukri Welcomes 


Iran-Turkish Agreement 


Zargar said that among the pro¬ 
jects to be inaugurated by the year 
end were 449 urban development 
planning projects implemented at a 
total cost of Rls.83 billkm and 191 
urban sewerage systems at a total 
cost of Rls.49 billion. 


ATHENS — The leader of 
Egypt’s hhnuc^rieoted opposi¬ 
tion Labour Party, Ibrahim 
Shuriti, has praised toe mammoth 
$23 trillion Iranian-Turidsh gas 
deal, as well as Turkish Premier 
Necmettin Erbakan's call for a 
four-way summit between Iran, 
Iraq, Syria and Turkey. 


plans,” said Shukri, quoted by 
Egyptian newspaper Al-Shaab 
Tuesday. 

Shnloi urged Arab countries to 
support Iran and Turkey in the 
&oe of rising threats against toft 
for toe cause of common inter- 


He said other projects that will 


“The Turkish-Iranian agree¬ 
ment and toe call for the .quadri¬ 
lateral meeting reprsent a big step 
and task towards bringing down 
the Middle East market project 
according to American and Israeli 


Further, toe Egyptian Islamic 
leader called on both Iran and 
Turkey to restrive problems with 
neighboring Arab countries for 
tiie sake of Islamic interests. 

Meanwhile, the Egyptian me¬ 
dia continued Tuesday to give 
coverage to the Iranian-Tnrkish 


ISA Wants a Puppet as Next I Secretary General: Indian Journalist 


deal. 


NEW DELHI — The U.S. treats 
toe United Nations as its fiefilom, 
toe latest manifestation of which 
is its efforts to prevent Secretary 
General Boutros Boutros Ghali 
from being re-elected. It, 
wants a puppet secretary general, 
says lshrat Stddjqui, a prominent 
journalist of India. 

In his article, “U.S. Shadow 
Over the United Nations”, pub¬ 
lished in the Qaumi Awaz, India's 
largest selling Urdu newspaper, 
Siddjqui says that not only does 
toe U.S. want Ghali's ouster, but 
it is shifting its responsibility for 
failure of the world body on 
Ghali's shoulders. 


Siddiqui also says that U.S. is 
taking recourse in coercive means 
to bring about Ghali's exit such as 
threatening the UN Secretariat of 
punitive action if the latter cam¬ 
paigns for Ghali's re-election. 


The U.S. approach is also con¬ 
demns trie in view of the fact that 
a large majority of the UN mem¬ 
bers are supporting Ghali’s candi¬ 
dature, mentions SiAfop fj 

(IRNA) 


The Ara bio-language Egyptian 
satellite channel and the EngBsh- 
language N3e television hig£-' 
lighted the fact that Turkey 
ignored American objections and 
went ahe a d to sign the $23 Trillion 


Iran to Transfer Its Technology 
to Syria 


Tehran Times Service 


“The U.S. is accusing Ghali 
of UN’s failure in Bosnia, 
whereas the truth is that these 
were the U.S. and its allies who 
delayed (he solution to the Bos¬ 
nian crisis by ignoring years of 
anti-Muslim violence in Bosnia,'* 
writes Siddiqui. 


TEHRAN - Energy Minister Bi- 
jan Namdar Zanganeh and Syrian 
Minister of Economy and Foreign 
Trade Muhammad aHmadi con¬ 
ferred hire Tuesday. 

The topics on the agenda were 
expansion of Tehran-Damascus 
cooperation in the engineering 
field, purchase of electric equip¬ 
ment and technical services by the 
Iranian experts on the overhaul of 
transforms tore and powerplants, 
IRNA reported. 

Zanganeh said that Iran was 


ready to cooperate with Syria in 
offering its technical and engi¬ 
neering knowhow to Syria in the 
fields of power industry, the 
training of efficient workforce, 
water conservation, and sewage 
and drainage system. 

The two sides also agreed on 
the exchange of delegations at tbe 
expert level in older to probe into 
the ways of expediting coopera¬ 
tion between two countries. 

Al-Imadi is here hgadfr ig a 
delegation to attend the joint ses¬ 
sion of Irano-Syria Economic 
Commission. 


The television mentioned in 
detail toe contents of toe deal 
signed in Tehran. 

State-nm daily Al-Ahrtm in a 
front-page report said Tehran 
welcomed Erbakan's proposal- to 
hold a summit. 

In its -. editorial, 
voiced fears that toe U.S. 
now impose sanctions on Turkey 
also on accusations that it was 
violating toe d'Amato trill by 
signing toe agreement with Iran. 

Opposition daily A&dfaur un¬ 
derlined that Erbakan's proposal 
to bold toe four-way summit rep¬ 
resents the first initiative of its 
kind to resolve toe Kurdish and 
water problems among toe Mus¬ 
lim countries. ... 



Mei^I * v ;’ :i 


TEHRAN - Iranian Foreign Min¬ 
ister Ali Akbar Velayati on Tues¬ 
day sent a message to bis Spanish 
counterpart Abel Matures condol¬ 
ing him toe destructive flood that 
played havoc in Spain last week, 
IRNA reported. - ££ 

to toe toiler flood that affected 
the plants last week more than 80 
tost their lives and several hun¬ 
dreds were either injured or lost in 
addition to substantial damage to 
property. 
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$2.5bn Worth of Minerals, 
Metal Products Exported 

nr»-i_m_ a • * 


Tehran l%uj Service 

TEHRAN - Director Genera] of 
Min e s and Metals Department 
Hossem Hi&xn said here on 
Wednesday that S 2-5 billion 
worth of minerals and <m^i prod¬ 
ucts have been expected since the 
Sart of the First Five-Year De¬ 
velopment Plan in 1989. 

Speaking with IRNA on (he 
occasion of the Government 
Week (August 23-30), Erfsm said 
the export of minerals and metal 
products fetched the country $420 
million last year whereas die ex¬ 
port was $147 ttnUion in 1988, 
one year before the start of the 
first plan. 

He said die values of die min¬ 
eral and metal exports enjoyed 
28.3% growth annually during 

first development plan (1989- 
1993). 

Hr&ni added that the export of 
minerals and metal sectors stood 
at $521 million at the end of die 
first development plan in 1993, 
reaching $611 million in 1994 
with a 17.3 percent growth com¬ 
pared to the preceding year. 


TEHRAN TIMES 

President Rafsanjani*s Message 

Delivered to Malian Counterpart 


AUGUST 15,1996 


He said in die rnf^ rti /r e drat 
the value of products of mines 
and metals s ec to r in the first de¬ 
velopment plan (1989-1993) on 
the basis of world mark** prices 
stood at $11 billion. 

He said die values of the prod¬ 
ucts in mineral and indus¬ 

try rea c h ed $3.94 billion in 1994 
which rose to four bfliicu hi 
1995. 


Tehran Tones Service 

TEHRAN - Mahan President Al¬ 
pha OmzHr Konare on Wednes¬ 
day received a message from his 
Iranian counterpart President Ak- 
faar Haghemi Rafsanjani. 

The message was submitted by 
Iranian Minster of Construction 
Jihad GhoiamrezB Forouzesh. 
IRNA reported. 


Canada Interested in Joint 
Venture With Iran 

Tehran Times Sendee Touching on Iran's regional 


TEHRAN - Canada is interested 
m making joint investmetns with 
Iran in various comemrcial and 
economic areas. 

Candadisn outgoing ambassa¬ 
dor to Tehran Donal P. McLen¬ 
nan said in a meeting with first 
vice-president Hassan Habibi here 
Tuesday that there were numer¬ 
ous potentials in Iran and Canada 
winch could be nsed for better re¬ 
a liz a ti o n of die goal, IRNA re¬ 
ported. 


Rls. l 6. 7bn Invested in 
y Cottage Industries 


Tehran Time* Service 

TEHRAN - Some Rls.16.75 bfl- 
Uon has been invested to set up 
production and industrial »nfe in 
the ratal areas of the Central Prov¬ 
ince in the current Ionian calendar 
(started March 21 1996), it was 
announced in Aiak on Monday. 

According to the bead of the 
Public Relations Department of 
the Central Province Construction 
Jihad, the sum is to be used in the 


construction of 27 production and 
industrial units which have se¬ 
emed licenses from the organiza¬ 
tion, IRNA reported. 

Ahmad Khaiaji adde d ^ the 
units expected to be engaged in 
food, chemical and celluloid, met¬ 
al and locating industries, will go 
on the stream by March 21,1997. 

The units are expected to create 
some 360 job opportunities 
throughout file province, the offi¬ 
cial said 


and global rale, McLennan 
thanked Iren for its peace initia¬ 
tives and philanthropic efforts in 
offering assistance to refugees of 
other countries. 

Habibi said for his part that 
political wiD of Iran and Canada 
could be a proper backbone for 
further expansion of Tehran- 
Ottawa ties. 

He said that besides expanding 
economic ties between die re¬ 
gional KfpiiMt fid its members, the 
Economic Cooperation Organiza¬ 
tion (ECO) was for cooperation 
and expansion of ties with other 
international economic organiza¬ 
tions in the world in a conducive 
atmosphere taking into account 
matters related to mutual regional 
interests. 

Underlining the imp or t an ce, 
which the Iranian and Canadian 
top officials attached to estab¬ 
lishment of bilateral ties in vari¬ 
ous fields conce rnin g economy, 
culture and politics, Habibi called 
for frequent « w »J u «ng g of delega¬ 
tions at die expert level in order 
to explore ways fix- the expansion 
of cooperation between the two 
countries. 


Persian Gulf States Readmitting 
Foreign Oil Partners 


Tehran Times Service 
TEHRAN - The Persian Gulf oil 
producers axe poised to readmit 
foreign partners they ousted three 
decades ago to secure technology 
and funds fbr prqjects to boost 
their output c ap a ci ty, an official 
report said Tuesday. 

Saudi Arabia, Iran, Iraq, 
K my ait and the United Arab 
Emirates (UAE), which control 
more than 60 percent of die world's 
proven crude reserves, need 
around 160 billion dollars to add 
nearly 15 mfilioa bands per day 
^bpd) to their existing capacity, (he 
"%rab Corporation for Investment 
Guarantee (ACIG) said, as quoted 
by AFP 

“Although oil is a sensitive 
sector in the Persian Gulf 
countries, there are many reasons 
and indications which show it wOl 
not remain closed to private 
investment,** said ACIG, an 
affiliate of the Cairo-based Arab 
League. 

“The most important reason is 
die large funds needed for the 
^projects to develop the production 
capacity to face world demand and 
boost market share.’* 

The study cited figures by die 
U.S. Department of Energy 
.showing Arab states needed more 
than 200 billion dollars to raise 
-capacity until foe year 2010. 

Around 160 billkm dollars will 
. .have to be pumped by the five 
Persian Gulf oil heavyweights to 
increase their combined capacity to 
y. between 30 million and 35 million 
bpd in 2010 from around 20 million 


bpd currently. 

It said nearly 54 billion dollars 
were needed for exploration 
activities, drilling of new wells, 
building pipelines and developing 
infrastructure. 

Mast Persian Gulf states have 
been engaged in plans to upgrade 
their oil output capacity to face 
demand. But such plans have been 
drawn up until 1995 or 2000 and 
they involved less than half the 
required investment needed 
beyond foose years, according to 
oil executives in file region. 

Saudi Arabia, the world's 
leading erode supplier, has boosted 
capacity to around 10.5 mSlioabpd 
and is planning to develop its giant 
desert Shoyfaa field, which contains 
more than five billion barrels. 

But Saudi officials have said 
such a project was intended only to 
maintain the kingdom's sustainable v 
capacity in the near future. 

Kuwait has also announced 
plans' to raise capacity-lb around 
three million bpd in 2000 from 
nearly 2.3 million bpd in 1995. The 
UAE also has plans for 2000 after 
investing more than five b illion 
dollars over the past five-years to 
increase production to around 
million bpd. 

Iran has already invited foreign 
companies to develop its energy 
sector and the French Total has 
responded with a 600-mU I non¬ 
dollar deal. 

- Iraq, the second biggest oil 
power in the world after Saudi 
Arabia, has reported initial 
agreements with several French 


and Russian firms to rehabiliate its 
oil industry and develop giant 
fields. 

The agreements, which will end 
decades of nationalization of the 
energy sector, could be enforced 
once the United Nations lifts 
crippling sanctions imposed when 
Saddam Hussein's troops invaded 
Kuwait in 1990. 

Kuwait has said it was 
considering re-opening its oil 
industry to foreign partners while 
financial strains could p ro mp t file 
Saudis to follow suit 

The UAE is the only P e rsi an 
Gulf nation that has retained 
foreign partners from Japan, 
France and Britain. They currently 
enjoy a 40 percent share in its 
energy sector while the rest is 
controlled by the government. 

“The principal problem in file 
development of the oil production 
capacity in the Persian Gulf is 
securing finance as the funds set 
aside from oil earnings to cover 
those costs are not enough,” ACIG 
said. 

“Snch funds conld-not be 
increased as this could adversely 
affect the financial commitments of ^ 
regional governments as they ;] 
account for nearly 25 percent of foe P 
oil earnings in some countries,** it ' 
added. 

“One option is to allow foreign 
companies to participate, in 
boosting the capacity in return for 
shares in the national oil 
companies. Foreign firms are very 
eager to return to the region.” 


Appreciating President Rafcan- 
jani's attention to expansion of bi¬ 
lateral cooperation, Konare said 
that he considered Iran s ome t h i n g 
more than a government. 

According to die information 
d e part m ent of the foreign minis¬ 
try the Mahan president voiced 
his country's readiness to have 
all-out cooperation with Tehran. 

Forouzesh on his part, said 
that Iran is ready and interested in 
broadening relations undo the 
western African country. 

The Iranian official arrived in 
Rmilm on Tuesday beading a 
high raidring delegation to partici- 
pate in file Iraa-Mali Joint Polit¬ 
ico-Economic and Cultural 
Comnnsszon. 

He expressed hope that the 
commission would prepare the 
ground foe further cooperation 
between Iran and Malt 


40 Industrial Projects 
Implemented by MHO 


Tehran Times Service 

TEHRAN - The National Iranian 
Industries Organization (NIIO) 
has implemented more than 40 in¬ 
dustrial projects in the country 
through investing Ris. 12,000 bil¬ 
lion in a period of 11 years, 
1985-1996, said Deputy Minister 
of Industries Mohammad Asgari 
Tabatabaie here Wednesday. 

He added first the number of 
companies under the organiza¬ 
tion's cover have reduced from 
312 companies in the Iranian year 
1370 (1991-1992) to 90 last year 
(ended March 19) as a result of 
the policy to cede units, to the pri¬ 
vate sector, IRNA reported. 

The number of trade and serv- 


betweea Iran and Mali. ices companies affiliated to the 

Indio and Oman Keen on 
Strengthening Economic Cooperation 


Tehran Times Service 
TEHRAN - India and Omar, have 
nrpmssrA interest m strengthen¬ 
ing trade and eco n omic relations 
between the two countries by ex¬ 
ploring newer areas of coopera¬ 
tion, IRNA reported. 

Ibis was agreed upon in a 
rawfing between the Omani Com¬ 
merce and Industry Minister, 
Maqbool Ali Sultan and the Un¬ 
ion Minister of State fra- Com¬ 
merce, B. B. Ramaiah, in New 
della yesterday. 

The two sides decided to hold 
the second meeting of Indo-Oman 
Joint Commission soon in Oman 
and the first meeting of the Indo- 
Oman Joint Business Conned in 
Oman next nvyih Besides, a 
delegation of Federation of Indian 


Chambers of Commerce and In¬ 
dustry (FICCI) and Confederation 
of Indian Industry (CD) will be 
visiting Oman soon to explore 
new avenues of economic coop¬ 
eration. 

The Omani minister showed 
interest in having a joint venture 
in his country to upgrade produc¬ 
tion facilities for certain textile 
items. Hydrocarbon sector was 
also identified as a promising area 
of cooperatioa fay the two minis¬ 
ters in their meeting. 

Meanwhile, in a meeting with 
Sultan, India's Chemicals and 
Fertilizers Minister Sis Ram Ola 
assured the latter of India expedit¬ 
ing the setting up of the joint ven¬ 
ture ammonia-urea fertilizers 
plant in Oman. 


organization also declined from 
118 units in 1370 to 12 last year. 
Asgari Tabatabaie said. 

He added that the plan is to in¬ 
crease production capacity of the 
units affiliated to die organization 
by 25 percent this year. 

The organization plans to in¬ 
crease exports by 114 percent 
during the current year compared 
to last year, he said adding, this 
includes a 150 percent rise in tex¬ 
tile and chemical groups, 67 per¬ 
cent in construction materials and 
a 71 percent rise in trade and 
services. 

French 
Engineers to 
Oversee 
Airport Project 

Tehran Times Service 

TEHRAN - National Economy 
Council in its meeting here Tues¬ 
day night that was presided over 
by President Hojjatoleslam Akbar 
Hashemi Rafsanjani approved a 
French consultant engineers to su¬ 
perintend construction of pro¬ 
jected Imam Khomeini 
International Airport on the 
fringes of southern Tehran. 

The council also agreed to 
omit tendering procedure for en¬ 
trusting construction of 48-kilo- 
meter highway linking Sari with 
Behshahr in Mazandaran province 
of Iran and commission a quali¬ 
fied tenderer for the project on 
condition that the project be com¬ 
pleted in two years. 
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Tehran Times Service 

TEHRAN — The production of 
TV programs of the Islamic Re¬ 
public of Iran Broadcasting (IRIB) 
television network, grew by about 
170 percent last year, 1374 (ended 
March 19, 1996) compared to the 
Iranian year 1356. 


The nationwide broadcasting 
Channel I. with a growth rate of 23 
percent over the period, covered 92 
percent of the country in the year 
1373. 

The production of programs by 
tbe Iranian Radio also showed an 
increase of 132 percent last year 



The programs broadcast by the 
1st and 2nd channels of the Iranian 
television network also showed a 
growth rate of433 and 578 percent, 
respectively. 

The external service of the IRIB 
T.V., which started operation after 
the culmination of the 1979 (the 
Iranian year of 1357) Islamic 
Revolution has aired more than 
3,000 hours of programs for 
abroad in 1374. 

The amount of news produced 
and aired by die Iranian television 
network showed a rise of 1,158 
percent, while that of the HUB ra¬ 
dio had an increase of 1,358 per¬ 
cent last year compared to 1356. 


compared to 1356. 

The output of programs pro- 
duced and broadcast by the nation¬ 
wide radio network of IRIB 
increased by 254 and 94 percent, 
respectively, last year compared to 
1356. 

The programs aired on tbe F.M. 
wave doubled over this period. 

The news and commentaries 
produced and broadcast by the Ira¬ 
nian Radio registered an increase 
of 1,358 percent over the period. 

Operation of "Radio Payatn’ 
(The Information Radio) and radio 
programs produced in the provin¬ 
cial capitals as well as the external 
services are among other activities 
of the IRIB. 


Books Published 
in a Year 

TEHRAN — Some 9,505 titles of 
books, in various fields from chil¬ 
dren's books to scientific ones were 
published during the last Iranian 
year, 1374 (March 21, 1995 to 
March 19, 1996) in the Islamic 
Republic of Iran, a growth rate of 
214 percent compered to the Ira¬ 
nian year 1357 (1978-79), it was 
reported here Wednesday. 

The number of public libraries, 
on the other hand, increased by 75 
percent in tbe same period. 

There were 362 public libraries 
in the country in 1978 with 
1,549,000 volumes of books. The 
number reached 635 libraries with 
4,883,000 volumes last yean 

Also, the number of the people 
using the services of the public 
libraries increased to about 
16,000,000 last year from the 
5,000,000 in 1357, up fay over 200 
percent, added the report, aUNA) 


Canadian Universities 
Preferred for Study 


Tehran Times Service 

TEHRAN - Canadian Ambassador 
to Iran, Donald Mclennan, here 
Monday met with the Minister of 
Culture and Higher Education, 
Scycd Mohammad Rcza Hashcmi 
Golpaycgani. 

In the meeting, Golpaycgani 
elaborated on the reasons behind 
changes made In (he government’s 
policy with regard to Iranian stu¬ 
dents studying abroad and die fact 
that Canada is the first choice. 

He said the suitable scientific, 
cultural and political atmosphere 
in Canada were the most impor¬ 
tant factors that persuaded Iran to 
send students there, adding that its 
being a dose neighbor to the U.S. 
does not in any way afTcct the 
quality of education Iranian stu¬ 
dents get from its universities. 

Underlining the comparatively 
higher sdcntific training Iranian 


BBC in Joint Venture Talks Wflh 
U.S. Media Group 


LONDON — The BBC was re¬ 
ported Tuesday to be in advanced 
negotiations for a joint venture 
wilhaU.S. media group to launch 
up to six cable and satellite televi¬ 
sion channels. 


Seam sews of Japan's Bssi-Lovsfl 
Comedian sms me nation 



TOKYO — Kiyoshi Atsumi, the 
Japanese comedian who played a 
bumbling hawker perpetually suf¬ 
fering from unrequited love in the 
world’s longest-running movie se¬ 
ries, has died, his movie company 
said Wednesday. 

Shochiku Company said the 
68 -year-old actor, who played the 
character Tora-San in no fewer 
than 48 films since 1969, died of 
lung cancer on Sunday. 

News of Atsumi's death 
shocked Japan, with several tele¬ 
vision stations suspending their 
normal afternoon programming to 
report the actor's demise. 

"He was not only an actor, be 
was a symbol of post-war Japan," 
film critic Yoshiro Shirai said. 
"His films reflected the period of 
post-war peace and his death 
seems to signal the end of an era 
for Japanese history." 

Born Yasuo Tadokoro in 1928, 
Atsumi worked as a comedian in 
a movie joint In Tokyo's Asakusa 
district before moving to televi¬ 
sion in die 1950’s. 

While be made his film debut 
in 1958, the turning point in his 
career came ] 1 years later when 
he starred in It's Tough Being a 
Man which became die first in the 
phenomenally successful Tora- 
San series. 

The 48 episodes produced 
since 1969 make the Tora-San 
movies the world’s longest-run¬ 
ning series of films, according to 
tbe gutness book of records. 

The character played by Al- 
-sumi, a well-meaning but often 
misguided itinerant hawker, fre¬ 
quently ended up in unlikely situ¬ 
ations across Japan and more 
recently in European cities such as 


Vienna and Amsterdam. 

Plots usually involved Tora- 
San's efforts to help others includ¬ 
ing girls who somehow never 
managed to respond to his desper¬ 
ate efforts to fell in love. 

The downtown area of Tokyo 
to which he inevitably returns to 
visit his sister's family between 
adventures is a populartourist des¬ 
tination in Japan. 

The most recent episide was 
partly set in Kobe in the wake of 
the devastating earthquake which 
shattered the city in January last 
year. 

While- the Tora-San series was 
best known in Japan, a Shochiku 
official said Wednesday that it had 
been exported to "several dozen” 
overseas markets where distribu¬ 
tion rights for both cinema and 
television had been sold. 

Even North Korea's late Presi¬ 
dent Kim Il-Sung was said to be 
fond of the series. During a 1990 
meeting in Pyongyang with Shin 
Kanemaru, who was then Japan's 
deputy prime minister, he report¬ 
edly said he had seen every epi¬ 
sode. 

Most of the Tora-San movies 
were directed by Yoji Yamada 
who joined Shochiku after gradu¬ 
ating of the prestigious Tokyo 
University in 1954. 

In addition to the long-running 
series, which usually averaged 
two movies a year, Yamada di¬ 
rected the 1970 film Where Spring 
Comes Late and Yedmv Handker¬ 
chief of Happiness seven years 
later. 

Noted for their high artistic 
achievement as well as their popu¬ 
lar commercial appeal, his films 
fCoutd on PJe. 15) 
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could also set up a deal to give 
Britain's state broadcaster its long 
sought entry into dm U.S. market. 

Under a joint venture, accord¬ 
ing to the Financial Times newspa¬ 
per, the BBC would get the 
financial backing of TCI, one of die 
world’s largest media groups, to 
launch new channels worldwide. 

The BBC, with its huge pro¬ 
gram library, has been looking at 
tbe potential of new subscription 
channels that would almost cer¬ 
tainly be launched on existing ana¬ 
logue satellite services but also 
could be broadcast digitally when 
developed. 

In the developing new digital 
channels, die British corporation is 
seen as having limited options in 
going alone but is unlikely to have 
the money, or joining up with Brit¬ 
ish rival BSKYB, controlled by 
magnate Rupert Murdoch, whose 
tie-up might prove controversial. 

The most l ikely choice is to link 
up with a joint venture partner and 
talks with Flextech have come to a 
head because it is believed to be 
close to taking control of UK Gold 
Satellite Channel, based on BBC 
and other program libraries. (Jrna) 

British Uimher Climbs 
to Safety on Slont Blanc 

CHAMONIX, France — A British 
climber missing for two days on 
Mont Blanc in the French Alps 
after getting lost in poor weather 
descended to safety to a mountain 
hut on Thursday, mountain rescue 
gendarmes said. 

He and a compatriot, who 
climbed down to Vallot hut on 
Wednesday, were in good health 
and walked down to the valley 
here on Thursday. 

Rescuers did not name the two 
men, who went astray in mist near 
the Dome Col close to the summit 
of Mont Blanc, Europe’s highest 
mountain at 4,807 meters. 

Meanwhile, a helicopter lifted 
four Spanish climbers on Thurs¬ 
day from the Brenva Col in the 
Mont Blanc Range after they had 
spent two nights in a bivouac in 
bad weather, rescue services said. 

They added they gave first aid 
to a hiker wbo had suffered a heart 
attack near the Moede en Terme 
hut and flew him to hospital while 
another climber, suffering from 
extreme fatigue, was also hospi¬ 
talized. (AFP) 


students in Canada enjoy com¬ 
pared with universities in other 
countries and their record of suc¬ 
cess upon completion of studies, 
the minister of Culture and Higher 
Education said that Canadian and 
Iranian universities would stand to 
benefit from an exchange of stu¬ 
dents and lecturers. 

Further in the meeting, the Ca¬ 
nadian ambassador expressed sat¬ 
isfaction over his three-year 
mission in Iran and said (hat the 
Canadian government shares in 
the battle-against negative cultural 
influences and does its best to 
contribute to Tran’s healthy cul¬ 
tural development 

He referred to the Iranian film 
“ The White Balloon, ” which re¬ 
ceived wide acclaim in Canada 
and said that there are common 
grounds for cultural cooperation 
between Tran and Canada. 


Jiipan’s Popttfofi 
Gravlli Hite Becord 
Loiv: 0.21 

TOKYO — Japan’s population 
showed the smallest year-oo-year 
growth on record in March, with 
the rmmberofbirths also declining 
to a new low, the Home Affairs 
Ministry said Friday. ♦ 

Japan's population came to 
224.914,373 as of March 31. was 
up just 0.21 percent from a year 
earlier, the smallest growth since 
the government started the annual 
report in 1968, ministry officials 
said. 

The number of new births in 
the year to March stood at a record 
low of 1,182,216. down56.637 or 
five percent from the previous 
year. 

The number of people aged 65 
or older rose 3.9 percent to 
million. 14.9 percent of the coS- 
try’s population, they said. (AFF) 
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Vietnam to Build Ho Chi 
Minh-Trali Museum 
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HANOI — Vietnam is to build a 
museum about tbe Ho Chi Minh 
trail, tiie 2,000 kilometer supply 
route hacked out of the jungle that 
tiie United States found impossi¬ 
ble to block off, a report said 
Wednesday. 

The trail, actually a network 
of dozens of criss-crossing jungle 
routes that stretched deep into 
neighbouring Laos and Cambo¬ 
dia, was a vital lifeline for com¬ 
munist forces fighting the South 
Vietnamese and the United States. 

The museum will be built at 
Yen Nghia Commune, an old 
staging post for troops beading 
south, located 15 kilometers out¬ 
ride Hanoi. It will also be a cen¬ 
ter for studying the Truong Sou 
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Ho Chi Minh (1890-1969) 

Regiment, an engineering corp 
that hacked the trail oat of die 
mountainous jungle, the Vietnam 
News Agency said. 

(Contd on Hi* IS) 
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PA6£ 13 sports 

Iranian Cyclist 
Arrives in 
Ashkhabad 

ASHKHABAD— An Iranian cy¬ 
clist who mterafa to padiflc to 
China along the ancient S3k Road* 
arrived here on Monday. 

Esmael S rie haba d itald iqmt 
era m Ashkhabad that he wffl cop 
vey Iran’s massage of peace mu 
friendship to all nations Uvinj 
along the famous Silk Road. 

He added that preserving envi¬ 
ronment and pre v ent i ng poBntaot 
as well as cnnsiHdating tbe femO> 
fo un da t io n are among his othei 
massages far these nations. 

ApedaHtf ft nm We irfMlinmr ffifj 

in Kborasan Province of Ipn, Sal& 
hahadi said dkat he arrived here oc 
the first leg of his Silk Road trq 
which will also take him to Uzbek 
istan, Kazakhstan and Cham. 

He said Oat the route is 7,00C 
km, adding that he pedals 60 km 
per day .in mountaneous region; 
and 200 km in flat areas. 
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AMMAN, Jordan (August 13): Jorda ni an Jereas Tadrns (R) fights for the bafljwith Iraqi Hidar Katbem 
(l) in Amman during a sixth Asian group global Asian tournament. Iraq won 1-0. 
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Williams Advances to Inter Milan defeat 
Clash With Graf Manchester United 


MANHATTAN BEACH, Cali¬ 
fornia ~ Venus Williams ad¬ 
vanced to the third round of the 
450,000-doDarWTA Tour Tends 
Tournament here on Tuesday, lin¬ 
ing iq>a shot at Steffi Graf, whose 
grand «hni titles alone imml w i 
more than Williams* pro matches. 

Graf, the world number one and 
top seed whose victory at Wimble¬ 
don fins year was her 20 th grand 
■fam triumph, eased into die third 
round wifo a 6-4,6-2 victory over 
American Katrina Adams. 

. Williams, a tall, big-tutting 16- 
yearold, defeated Linda Wild 6-1, 
6-2 to take her career win-loss re¬ 
cord to 7- 6 . 

Grafs match was her first in 


five weeks. A knee injury forced 
her out of the Olympic games, but 
she said Adams* sttarlrmj style 
caused her more trouble than rusti- 


Graf is playing at Manhattan 
Beach for the first time since 1987, 
when die beat Chris Evert in the 
final to gain foe world number one 
nhkiqg fim the first time. She has 
been ranked number one for a re¬ 
cord 345 weeks in her career. 

Williams, touted as a tennis 
prodigy before she hit her teens, 
has beenkept largely off (he circuit 
by her coach/manager father, 
Richard Williams 

But she said she was looking 
forward to meeting Graf on 
Wednesday night- 


Tmkrm i 7nn«r Service 

Soccer 

GENEVA, Switzerland — Argentine s occe r star Diego Maradona 
arrived in Switzerland to seek treatment at a dink: in a bid to beat 
hb drug addiction. 

Maradona was twice suspended from football forusing drags - In 
1992 when he was starring for Italian dub Napoli and a^in during | 
the 1994 World Gap in the United States. I 

He Is currently considering a 20 million dollar offer from an 
unnamed Japanese industrialist to play for a J-League team. j 

Cricket 

LONDON — Lancashire and Essex will meet in the final of the 
Natwest Trophy at lord's next month after cruising to comfortable 
semi-final victories. 

Australian star Stuart law was the Essex hero after striking a 
quickfire batf-century against Surrey to set his side on the way to 
the September 7 finad. 

At Otd Traffbrd, an inspired spefl of pressure bowfittg from Ian 
Austin was tbe decisive factor as Yorlshfre were left 19 runs adrift 
of Lancashire's imposing 293 for nine.. 

Rugby Union 

PORT ELIZABETH, South Africa - Fallback Matthew Cooper 
scored a late try as New Zealand beat Eastern Province 31-23 in 
their rugby union match at the Boet Erasmus Stadium. 

The All Bfocfe fed 20-13 at halftime but were stretched aR the way 
by a dogged home team m a maidt played in a howfing gale and 
driving min. 

Boxing 

OSAKA, Japan - Kelp Yamagudii pulled off a unanimous dedskm 
victory m a rematch against forme* champion Carlos Murillo of 
Panama to retain bis World Boxing Association junior-flyweight 
title. 


MANCHESTER. England - 

FngltnH inte rnational midfielder 
Paul Ince made a triumphant re¬ 
turn to Old Trafford on Tuesday 
night as Inter Milan completed a 
pre-season "double" over Man¬ 
chester United. 

Inter won 3-0 at home two 



eBouLSe!** 

OSAKA, Japan - World Boxing 
Association (WBA) minimum- 
weight champion Rosendo Al¬ 
varez of Nicaragua will fight 
Japanese challenger Takxsbi Shio- 
baxna on October 1 in Kftakyushn, 
Japan, it was announced here 
Wednesday. 

"Tub seen Alovarez in action on 
video. lean hear him for sure," said 
22-year-old Shiobama, the 10th 
WBA contender, who won the Ori¬ 
ent and Pacific Jmior Flyweight 
tide in July. 

Alvarez, 26, outpointed Elick 
Chavez of the Philippines in June 
in his second defence of the WBA 
title he wrested from Thailand’s 
Chana Porpaoin in December 
1995. 

He has an un s ca th ed profes¬ 
sional record of 22 wins, 14 of 
them inside the distance. Shiohania 
also has not been defeated in his 15 
fights, five ending by knockout. 
_ (AFT) 

UEFA Order. 
Rangers to Play in 
Vladikavkaz 

GLASGOW — Glasgow Rangers 
were told Wednes day that they 
must play next week's European 
Cup tie in Vladikavkaz despite the 
violent antitaiy conflict in Chech¬ 
nya. 

UEFA gave the go-ahead to 
next Wednesday's second leg of foe 
preliminary round tie with Russian 
champious Alania Vladikavkaz af¬ 
ter receiving re-assurances about 
security arrangements. 

Chechen capital Grozny is just 
70 miles away (about llOkns) but 
reports vary on bow close fighting 
in foe region come to Vladikavkaz. 

A UEFA spokeswoman con¬ 
firmed; "The match will go ahead 
as planned next Wednesday, Au¬ 
gust 21, in Vladikavkaz.' (AFP) 


weeks ago, and Ivan Zaraorano’s 
second-half header was enough to 
give them another success in the 
return friendly match. 

Tbe matches had been agreed as 
part of Ince’s transfer to the Italian 
club and United boss Alex Fer¬ 
guson used foe occasion to give his 
five foreign summer signings a run 
ouL 

Czech Republic star Karel 
Poborsky and Dutch international 
Jordi Cruyff sparkled in foe first 
half, but Inter were in control after 
the break and Zamorano headed 
home Youri DjorkaefTs cross on 
64 minutes for what proved to be 
the winner. (AFT) 

Sampras 

Struggles Against 
Lowly Johnson 

INDIANAPOLIS, Indiana — Pete 
Sampras survived a struggle with 
foe world's 300tb-ranked player 
Tuesday to claw his way into foe 
third round of foe 1.04 tmlliait- 
dollar RCA Tennis Champion¬ 
ships. 

The world number-one 
emerged from a dogfight with 
qualifier Don Johnson with a 7-6 
(7/3), 6-7 (8/10), 6-2 victory. 

"I had trouble getting rhythm on 
his serve, it has a big kick and Tve 
always had trouble with lefties," 
said Sampras, who will arrive at 
foe U.S. Open later this month 
without a grand slam tide to his 
credit for 1996. 

After losing foe first decider, 
Johnson, a 27-year-old from North 
Carolina, bung in and forced the 
second tiebreaker. 

He saved two match points in 
the process, finally taking foe set 
on his second set point. 

Sampras expres s ed his growing 
frustration in foe third set when he 
held a 40-love lead in the fourth 
game but foiled to break through. 

Johnson's resistance finally 
snapped in foe sixth game as Sam¬ 
pras broke for 5-2, held and broke 
again to end foe match after more 
than two hours. 

"I'd much rather have won two 
and two," said Sampras. "But it 
was a fight and a good one to get 
through. It would be nice to wm foe 
tournament here. It would give me 
a lot of confidence going into the 
ooen.'* ( AFS ^ 
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Understanding Kung Fu 
as Described By a Master 


(Part Two) 


Byja*fnr Qttsetnpottr Jahangir 
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Throughout Chinese history, 
masters of Kung fu have always 
been looked up to. Even now 
the works of literature extolling 
the heroes of Kung fu and citing 
their virtues, have become the 
focus of attention of many; to 
the extent that the popularity of 
these works is comparable to 
tbe of art and exciting scientific 
discoveries in the West Self- 
control, patience, wisdom, kind¬ 
ness, chastity as well as expanding internal energy and iron will 
comprise the philosophy of Kung fu fortified by righteousness 
and honesty. When confronted with the charismatic and at the 
same time nonchalant and impassive presence of the true grand¬ 
masters of Kung fu, a dozen or so false champions and daredevil 
paper tigers armed to foe teeth literally gave in and surrendered 
before the sheer charisma of unarmed masters of Kung fu. 

Outride China proper, in countries such as Hong Kong, Taiwan 
and Singapore, literature on Kung fu has persisted to this day and 
the shelves of bookshops are full of these kinds of works of litera¬ 
ture. However, most of these works erroneously testify to the sav¬ 
agery and cynicism attributed to Kung fu; this has somewhat 
tarnished and blemished the true image and reputation of this 
great way of life. 

Ever since its conception in unrecorded history of ancient 
China until the era of Ming's dynasty, the history of Kung fa has j 
been intermingled and intertwined with that of emperors, gover¬ 
nors, nuns and monks in their convents and monasteries as well 
as priests and other dergy. With this historical background in 
mind, Kung fu can hardly be categorized a sport or leisure activ¬ 
ity; it is, rather, a way of life. Even today, Kung fu is rarefy classi¬ 
fied as a sport. Although physical activity and aerobic exercises 
are an indispensable part of Kung fu, it's a grave mistake to re¬ 
gard Kung fu as merely a school of physical training or a health 
dub. Phyrical health and strength is only a prerequisite to enter 
the realm of Kung fu. One shoud be mindful not to distort the 
true image of Kung fu and depict it as merely a branch of, say, 
martial arts. 

Although styles and techniques that are taught throughout the 
world outsied China emphazize mainly, or exclusively, on body 
and they seem to disregard the true spirit and soul of Kung fu, it 
has not always been like this. Even though they all claim to train 
students with the true tradition and spirit of Kung fu, they often 
foil to take into account the bare rudiments of spiritual enlighten¬ 
ment. They all emphasize on the body and the martial aspect of 
Kung fu, in total disregard of the spirit. 

it has not always been like this. In the past, for a student to be 
admittedTor training by a master, there were harsh and dear-cut 
rules. Rules of admission induded years of hardship often accom¬ 
panied with frustration and humiliation. Traditionally, masters 
tested tiie students endurance and strength. They examined the 
students in a series of tests designed to certify foe students deter¬ 
mination and physical stamina. These tests were often deliber¬ 
ately humiliating and disappointing. In this way, only the students 
who were true to the spirit of Kung fu would be admitted. Nowa¬ 
days, however, all that matters required for admission as a 
trainee of Kungfri is a time schedule for physical practice and, re¬ 
grettably, a tuition fee, Kung fu has essentially lost Hs spirit. 

Most traditional instructors of Kung fu have a sense of loss of 
what they consider as cultural heritage- They express bitterness 
and regret at what seems to be irretrievably lodt And it is not 
only this; there is another side to the coin: in order to have a full 
grasp of tins side of foe story one should familiar with Chinese; 
traditionally, Chinese culture has been one of firm beliefs tainted 
with equally firm superstitions, Kung fu has not been exempted 
from these superstition, one such supertition, namely supersti¬ 
tious adherence to conservatism and confidentiality, has wreaked 
havoc on Kung fii. This a (foe re nee to confidentiality verging on 
paranoia, was held and followed by all wafts of life. No one was 
exempt, least of all Kung fu masters who kept silent until the very 
moment of death. This trandition was particulary strong during 
feudal era in China. With foe demise of every master who stuck 
to the tradion of superstitious conservatism, many secrets of 
Kung fu was lost beyond recovery and buried with him. The dam¬ 
age was done beyond repaier. Even the doses! and the most inti¬ 
mate and trusted followers and students were denied most of 
these secrets. There were some masters, however, who expressed 
reject when it was too hie: on their deathbeds; here is an exam- 

Pte: 

"My-ffretious sons, 1 have many untold stories to ted. There is ‘ 
a veritable treasuretrove of secrets buried inside me, and will be 
buried with me. No sunrise will ever shed fight on it Silence is 
not always a virtue; when it is of no conceivable benefit to any¬ 
body, at is outright insanity; truth must be told." . 

IVe hope to elaborate on self-defense further as this ' 
series of articles continues . 
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Army Commander 
Voices Readiness to 
Counter U.S. Plots 

Tehran Times Service 
TEHRAN — The Commander of 
the Islamic Republic of Iran's 
Army, Brigadier Genera] Ahmad 
Dadbin, announced the army's 
preparedness to counter any prob¬ 
able hostile move taken by the 
enemies of the Islamic Revolu¬ 
tion. 

Addressing the personnel of 
Hamzeh Sayyedoshobadah (AS) 
Division, be made the above re¬ 
mark in Tabriz on Wednesday. Hie 
general added that die U.S. is wor¬ 
ried about the significant construc¬ 
tion projects implemented in Iran 
and is out to undermine die Iranian 
Islamic system. 

Dadbin stressed that the Army 
of the Islamic Republic of Iran is 
completely ready to defend the Is¬ 
lamic homeland, adding that the 
enemy will never dare to material¬ 
ize its evil schemes against the sa¬ 
cred Islamic government. 
t The army commander further 
termed die successful conducting 
of the war-games code-named Ve- 
Iayat a great honor for die Islamic 
Iran. Praising the valor of the divi¬ 
sion's personnel in the course of 
die eight years of imposed war 
against Iran, Dadbin said that die 
division pe r fo r m ed very well in 
suppressing the counterrevolution¬ 
ary elements in Kurdistan and re¬ 
pulsing the aggression of the 
Ba'thist invaders, adding that it has 
the largest number of martyrs 
among the army's divisions. 



BAGHDAD, Iraq (August 12): Turkish Education Minister Mehmet Saglam (C), Turkish justice 
Minister Sevket Kazan (R) and a member of the Protocol Department of the Iraqi Foreign Ministry 
(R) walla past a portrait of Saddam Hussein in Baghdad. The two-day ministerial visit, first by 
representatives of Turkey since the 1991 Persian Gulf war, is aimed at boosting the volume of trade 
back up to the level of before the embargo imposed on Iraq after its 1990 invasion of Kuwait. 
_ (AFP PHOTO) 


Taleban Willing to Swap 
Russian Air Crew for Afghans 


ISLAMABAD — Afghanistan’s 
Taleban Islamic militia has of¬ 
fered to swap seven Russian air 
crew they've held captive for a 
year for seven Afghans who they 
believe are detained in Russia, 
U.S. Senator Hank Brown said 
Wednesday. 

The Taleban leaders told 


Syria Rejects Israeli 
Offer for *Lebanon-First f" 


BEIRUT — Syrian Foreign Min¬ 
ister Faruq al-Shara said Wednes¬ 
day in Beirut feat Syria rgccts fee 
pre-conditions of an Israeli with¬ 
drawal from South Lebanon as 
part of fee Zionist date's "Leba¬ 
non first" proposal. 

"If Oris option mwgm fee dis- 
■ arming of fee resistance, fee inte¬ 
gration of fee collaborators (fee 
South Lebanon Army (SLA) in 
fee national army, security ar¬ 
rangements before any pullout, 
this equals a new May 17 peape 
accord which we refuse," be told 
reporters in Beirut. 

Lebano n and Israel signed on 
May 17, 1983, a peace accord 
which was later abrogated ? by 
Lebanon. 

“But if Israel withdraws with¬ 
out conditions from Lebanon, in 
line wife United Nations Security 
Council Resolution 425, we wel¬ 
come this move," be said after 
bedding talks wife Lebanese 
President Elias Hrawi. 

He said Israel "is pushing 
away the ball from the peace field 
... fee obstruction to fee peace 
process is due to fee (Israeli) in¬ 
transigence and the international 
community knows that fee Arabs 
>vant peace." 

"It is unacceptable feat fee (Is¬ 
raeli*) government maintains for 
four years the same intransigence. 
The Arab world wO! not accept," 
he said. 

... Share said his tour in fee Arab 
world came in line wife instruc¬ 
tions from Syrian President Hafez 
Assad to reactivate resolutions 
adopted at fee Cairo summit 
which gathered nearly all Arab 
states in June following the right¬ 
ist victory m Israel. 

Shara's visit to Beirut, during 
which he delivered a message 


from Assad to Hrawi, came after 

talks in Algeria and Morocco. 

Israeli Prime Minister Ben¬ 
jamin Netanyahu, who refuses to 
give up fee Golan Heights to 
Syria, has attempted to resume 
peace talks wife Damascus by 
proposing to withdraw his troops 
from the "security zone” in 
southern Lebanon following a pe¬ 
riod of calm in northern Israel 
and security arrangements. 

These arrangements were doe 
to include fee dismantlement of 
armed groups of fee Hezbollah, 
the integration of fee Israeli-allied 
SLA mercenaries within fee raids 
of fee Lebanese Army and a 
Lebanese military deployment to 
the Lebaoese-Israeli international 
border. 

(AFP) 


Brown, who visited their Kanda¬ 
har base in southern Afghanistan 
Monday, they would provide fee 
no meg of fee seven Afghans to 
fee Russians later, the senator 
told a news conference. 

The seven Russian crew were 
taken hostage after a Taleban jet 
fighter forced their cargo plane 
belonging to a private company to 
land at Kandahar on August 3, 
1995 on its way to KabuL The 
plane was reportedly carrying 
arms and ammunition. 

Brown said fee Russians were 
living in healthy conditions, al¬ 
though they were “depressed," 
adding he had informed fee Rus¬ 
sian Embassy in Islamabad of fee 
Taleban offer. 

The Republican senator, who 
heads a Senate subcommittee on 
foreign relations, has c on daded a 
regional tour which also took him 
to India and Srinagar, summer 
capital of strife-tom Kashmir 
stale. 

During his second trip to Af¬ 
ghanistan since April amid re¬ 
newed U.S. interest in fee 
country. Brown met President 
Borb an ud din Rabbani Monday in 
Kabul and northern Uzbek war¬ 
lord General Abdul Rashid 
Dostam on Tuesday at Mazar-*- 
Sharif. 

(AFP) 


U.S. Seeks Clarification From 
Israel on Settlements 


GENEVA — The United States 
has asked the Israeli government 
to clarify its intentions regarding 
fee expansion of Jewidi settle¬ 
ments in fee West Bank and Gaza 
Strip, a spokesman said here 
Wednesday. 

The U.S. ad mi nistration wants 
to know fee official position of Is¬ 
raeli Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu concerning new Jew¬ 
ish neighborhoods in fee Palestin¬ 
ian territories. State Etepartment 
spokesman Nicholas Bums said 
here. 

“We are seeking new informa¬ 
tion about this,” Bums said. 

Bums said it remained unclear 
whether Netanyahu himself had 
approved a decision to expand fee 
settlements. 


U.S. officials want to know 
fee prime minister's view. Is das 
an official decision of the govern¬ 
ment or are these just public sug¬ 
gestions?" Bums mid. 

The new rightwing govern¬ 
ment announced on August 2 that 
it was lifting a four-year-old 
freeze on expanding settlements 
which bouse about 145.000 Jews 
in fee West Bank and Gaza Strip, 
home to two million Palestinians. 

The government took its first 
concrete step on Monday by say¬ 
ing it would set up 300 mobile 
homes to expand classroom and 
office space in the settlements. 

Burns reiterated the U.S. view 
that Jewish settlements are “com¬ 
plicating and unhelpful to the 
peace process.” CAFP) 


(Contd from Pg. 1) 

CHRISTOPHER... 

Bums declined to give details 
about the wanted men, saying 
only feat there were “a couple of 
specific war criminals” feat have 
been seen an Croatian territory 
recently. 

Under fee Bosnia peace ac¬ 
cord, Croatia and fee other signa¬ 
tories — Serbia and Bosma-Her- 
zegovina — agreed to help bring 
to justice war crimes suspects in¬ 
dicted 1 if fee UN war Tribunal in 
The Hague. 

Meanwhile, Bosnian Serb 
authorities are pers i stently harass¬ 
ing a leading Bosnian Scab oppo¬ 
sition politician, a UN spokesman 
said here Wednesday. 

Serb police in fee northern 
town of Teslic early Tuesday at¬ 
tempted to arrest Rade Pavlovic, 
a senior figure in fee opposition 
Socialist Party of Republika 
Srpska, UN spokesm a n Alexan¬ 
der Ivanko said here. 

Pavlovic fled his boor, where 
fee attempted arrest took place, to 
the drinks factory where he is a 
manager which was then sur¬ 
rounded by Serb police. After 
some shots were exchanged, fee 
Serb police eventually gave up fee 
attempt to force Pavlovic to 
leave, Ivanko said. 

The UN spokesman said this 
was fee third attempt in recent 
weeks to ar r es t Pavlovic or force 
him to quit his post as general 
manager of fee factory. 

(AFP) 

(Contd from Pg. 1) 

SYRIA... 

Syrian Foreign Minister Faruq 
al-Shara on Wednesday arrived in 
Beirut from a tour of North Af¬ 
rica for talks with L e b a nese 
President ESas Hrawi on fee 
stalled peace process. 

Damascus, fee main power- 
broker in Lebanon where it de¬ 
ploys 35,000 troops, has turned 
down an Israeli “Lebanon-first” 
option aimed at breaking fee six- 
nwnfe deadlock by first reaching 
a settlement in Lebanon. 

In Algeria on Monday, Shara 
charged that Israel's proposal was 
a “maneovre aimed at preventing 
the conclusion of a comprehen¬ 
sive peace and abandoning fee ba¬ 
sic principles of fee peace 
process." 

Lebanon and Syria have 


pledged not to sign peace treaties 
wife Israel without fee other. 

(AFP) 

(Contd from Pg. 1) 

NEW... 

«We discussed fee matter of 
fee Pakistani Embass y and it has 
been decided feat and ambassador 
will be appointed, that a technical 
team will visit Kabul soon and 
feat Pakistan's foreign secretary 
will come here at fee end of fee 
month to officially open it," 
Qanooni said. 

(AFP) 

(Contd from Pg. 1) 

CINEMA... 

foreign films, according to Dr. 
Mohammad Rajabi,' head of 
Farabi Cinema Foundation, in an 
exclusive interview with fee Te- 
hran Times yesterday. 

“Last year the government 
paid fee highest amount of sub¬ 
sides to the cinematographers and 
the rumors about cutting the sub¬ 
sides of this sector are baseless,’* 
said Rajabi. 

Talking on the noneconoznicai 
bossiness of running a cinema 
hall, be referred to the average 50 
percent rise in the price of fee 
cinema tickets last year. “Despite 
fee relatively high rise on fee 
ticket prices, the number of film- 
goers increased by thirty percent 
during (he said period," said Dr. 
Rajabi. 

He further on expressed regret 
that the number of cinema halls 
has decreased 40 percent in fee 
post Revolution era. “Keeping m 
mind feat fee Islamic government 
has been able of eliminating such 
grave problems as fee energy 
shortage an fee water problem in 
the country, all that is needed is a 
political will and a few years* 
time to eliminate fee p rob le m of 
fewness of the movie halls,** ex-. 
pressed hope Rajabi. 

The full text of fee interview 
will appear on our Saturday issue, 
page four. 

(Contd from Pg. 1) 

FIGHTING... 

An AFP correspondent said 
firing stopped in Grozny*s central 
districts around 1230 p.m. (0830 
GMT), in line with a cease-fire 
accord between fee two sides. 

A Chechen spokesman said fee 
cease-fire, which came into effect 
at noon (0800 GMT), was agreed 
to in talks between fee com¬ 
mander of Russian forces in 
Chechnya, General Konstantin 
Pulikovsky, and his 
counterpart Aslan Maskhadov. 

In Moscow,. Pulikovsky said 
that although he had not formally 
agreed to a trace, he had ordered 
his troops not to open fire nnfcgs 
attacked, the ITAR-TASS news 
agency reported. 

“My order to open fire only in 
response remains in force," he 
said. 

But minutes after fee cease-fire 
went into effect, at least 10 civil- 
tens were killed in a Bimywi air 
raid on a column of ref ug ee s flee¬ 
ing the capita], Chechen spokes¬ 
man Movladi Udugov . 

He said it was not clear 
whether Russian warplanes or 
helicopters were responsible for 
fee rocket attack, which occurred 
near the village of Guikalov, 10 
kilometers (six miles) south of 
Grozny. 

“Helicopters are c arr y in g out 
a rocket attack on fee same vil¬ 
lage at this very momen t," TTfejZ 


gov said, interviewed by 
telephone around 12.40 p.m. 
(0840 GMT). 

He said earlier that Maskhadov 
had told his troops to stop shoot¬ 
ing four hours before fee cease¬ 
fire went into effect. 

“We will stick to our word* 
we will stop firing,** he added. 
“If the Russians want to continue 
shooting then we will fire back, 
but we would have clearly shown 
who wants war and who wants 
peace." 

(AFP) 

(Contd from Pg. 1) 

YEMENI... 

Despite Eritrean denials, fee 
Yemeni Cabinet on Tuesday ac¬ 
cused Eritrea of occupying Lesser 
Hanish, part of fee strategic Han- 
ish archipelago at fee southern 
entrance to the Red Sea. 

The Cabinet said the Eritrean 
military presence was a "flagrant 
violation" of an accord signed be¬ 
tween Sanaa and Asmara on May 
21 in Paris agreeing to submit 
their long-sunning dispute to in¬ 
ternational arbitration. 

But fee militaiy official, revis¬ 
ing the report, arid feat "Yemeni 
naval patrols clashed with 
Eritrean forces around Lesser 
Hanish on Saturday" and foiled 
fee occupation bid 

Yemeni artiQeiy gunners de¬ 
ployed on fee neighboring island 
of Zogar and Eritrean gunners on 
Greater Hanish entered into ac¬ 
tion, he added. 

Eritrea meanwhile denied oc¬ 
cupying fee Island of Lesser Ban¬ 
ish, insisting tint no clashes 
whatsoever had taken place, but 
said its army was now taking pre¬ 
cautionary measures. 

"Our forces have taken meas¬ 
ures and we are watching the situ¬ 
ation closely," foe Eritrean 
amb a ss a dor to fee United Arab 
Emirates, Mohammad Omar 
Mahmoud, told AFP. 

(AFP) 



(Contd from Pg. 1) 

SAUDI... 

It did not give a date for the 
arrest, which has not been con¬ 
firmed by tiie Saudi authorities. 

Mira said in a newsletter ob¬ 
tained fay AFP that fee confes¬ 
sions prove' that ho m e-g r own 
militants, and not groups Iwilnad 

to abroad, carried out the bomb- 
fog and that "the rgectkm rtf fee 
U.S. presence is deep-rooted in 
Saudi society." 

“Neither Iran nor Iraq nor any 
other country wields any influ¬ 
ence over these Mujahedeea 
groups," it said. 

The e x iled opposition move¬ 
ment added feat other Miga- 
hedeen (Islamic fighters) "have 
decided to cany out otto- opera¬ 
tions" in Saudi Arabia. 

It said its information b B clp pt l 
up a report in the Loudon-based 
Arab daily Al-Qpds Al-Ambi Sat* 
today which said fee Saufi 
authorities had arrested six Arab 

veterans of the Afghanistan war 
*S*fost Soviet occupation in the 
1980a. 

The newspaper said the six 
men, now jaded in JubaH in east- 
toll Saudi Arabia, confessed to 
the Khobar bombing immediately 
to allow tire release of hundreds 
of other suspects rounded up by 
the Saudi authorities. 

In Washington, the FBI, which 
is carrying out a joint investiga¬ 
tion wife Riyadh into fee bomb¬ 
ing. said it could not confirm or 
deny the newspaper report. • 

(AFP) 
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[he LR. of Iran Meteorological Organization --- 

today’s weather as follows: 


Forecast for Tehran: 

dear fo parffy cloudy wHh wind 
Warmest Point: - 
Ahwaz 

Coldest Point: 

Bofoufai 


Max. temp. 

Min. temp. 


49®C 


9®C 


35°C 

22°C 
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V;Max. 

Riyadh 

44 

Vienna 

23 

Istanbul - 

_ 

Moscow 


Rome 

28 

Madrid 

29 

Athens 

31 

Abu Dhabi 

40 

London =. 

20 

Karachi 

29 

Paris 

18 

New Delhi 


Frankfurt 

— 

Kuwait 

48 


Sharma Congratulates Nation on 
India’s Independence Day 
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^ Tehran Tuna Service 

TEHRAN — President Shanker 
Day a! Sharma congratulated the 
nation on the independence of In¬ 
dia. - 

Referring to India as an ancient 
nation the President Shankcr 
Dayal Sharma said, “On the eve 
of our Independence Day, I love 
great pleasure in extending to you 
my warmest greetings and felicita¬ 
tions. This year. Independence 

i£3ft£sr ^JfesK5j|$ 
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Day marks the commencement of 
the fiftieth year after our regaining 
freedom. In the history of a nation 
as ancient as India, a span of this 
duration may not seem apprecia¬ 
ble, but it is special to us who live 
through it, as a period of freedom. 


independence and national self-rc- 
spccL Every moment of it is to be 
cherished and devoted to the task 
of realizing the goals of freedom. 

My comrades in the struggle 
would recall the intense yearning 
at that lime for India’s liberation 
form bondage. Innumerable sons 
and daughters of India gave up 
their lives, bravely and selflessly 
fighting for the freedom and dig¬ 
nity' of our riatioa Sacrificing 
themselves in this great cause, 
they joined the glorious ranks of 
the immortals in our history. The 
struggle was long, arduous, chal¬ 
lenging and heroic. At times mas¬ 
sive punitive action was inflicted 
on us with such ferocity and nilh- 
lcssncss that to many the vision of 
freedom seemed a distant and un¬ 
attainable dream. India was after 
all regarded as the brightest and 
most valuable jewel in the crown 
of the mightiest empire ever on 
earth. The rulers of that time 
scoffed at us and asked us whether 
we really believed India would 
ever be free, and yet freedom was 
secured. This was a historic tri¬ 
umph of the human spirit. Steady, 
dedicated cflort by millions, in¬ 
spired and guided by leaders of 
high moral mid ethical stature, 
brought India out of the darkness 
of humiliation and servitude. 


Unclear Commission Pressures Five 
Declared Powers 



SYDNEY — A high-powered in¬ 
ternational commission lobbied 
the world’s five declared nuclear 
powers here Wednesday to work 
harder than ever before for nu¬ 
clear disarmament. 

The 17-member Canberra 
commission on the elimination of 
•. nuclear weapons — whose mem¬ 
bers include-men who had re¬ 
sponsibility for nuclear arsenals 
— also suggested that die five 
states' insistence on maintaining 
their atomic bombs was a destabi¬ 
lizing influence in the post-Cold 
War environment. 

The commission, which was 
charged with thrashing out strate¬ 
gies for a world without nuclear 
weapons during its nine months 
of deliberations, on Wednesday 
handed its blueprint for disarma¬ 


ment to prime minister John 
Howard. 

The report said nuclear weap¬ 
ons were held by “a handful of 
states which insist that these 
weapons provide unique security 
benefits, and yet reserve uniquely 
to themselves the right to own 
them.” 

“This situation is highly dis¬ 
criminatory and thus unstable; it 
cannot be sustained/' it said! 

The commission was set up by 
the former Australian Labor gov¬ 
ernment last year, amid interna¬ 
tional furore over France’s 
resumption of nuclear testing in 
the South Pacific. 

It counts among its members 
former French Prime Minister 
Michel Rocard and former U.S. 
Defense Secretary Robert 
Mcnamara. (AFP) 


TEHRAN (August 13) - From left to right, Iranian Ambassador to Damascus Mohammad Hassan 
Akhtari, the head of Iranian delegation and Housing Minister Abbas Akhoundi, the head of Syrian 
delegation and Economy Minister Mahmoud ai-Zou'bi and Syrian Ambassador to Tehran Aha mad 
aJ-Hassan attend at Iran-Syria Jo int Economic Commission. puoUk Mojtaba Taua 

Pakistan Celebrates National Day 



August 15 Observed 
Bangladesh 
Mourning Dav 

Tehran Timex Service 

TEHRAN — The goremmem off 
(he People’s Republic of Bangla¬ 
desh has declared August 15 a na¬ 
tional mourning day to 
commemorate its former Presi¬ 
dent. Bangabandhu Sheikh Mu- 
jibur Rahman, the nation's 
founding leader, who was assassi¬ 
nated in 1975 army coup. 

In a fax received by (he Tehran 
Times. Bangladesh Embassy here 
said that the embassy' is also to 
commemorate the day in special 
ceremonies. 

The significance of the day will 
be discussed jn a special session. 
The Bangladeshi Community in 
Tehran will attend (he memorial 
ceremonies at the Chancery prem¬ 
ises. 


a ceremony 


TEHRAN (August 14): Pakistan's Ambassador to Tehran Khalid Mehmood (3rd R) hosts_ v 

marking the Independence Day of Pakistan at the Embassy here yesterday. Deputy Head of the Mis- 
sion Iqbal Ahmad Khan, Defense Attache M. SaJeem, Press Counsellor Fazalur Rahman Mafik, Coun¬ 
sellor Khan Ahmad diaudhaiy. Commercial Counsellor M. Razi Abbas and first Secretary M. Aslam 
Khan attend the ceremony. 


Tehran Times Service 
TEHRAN — Pakistan observed 
its independence day hero yester¬ 
day with a flag hoisting ceremony 
in the Embassy of Pakistan. 

Pakistan’s Ambassador Khalid 
Mahmood hoisted the national 
flag to the accompaniment of the 
national anthem, a press release 
faxed yesterday said. 

An impressive ccremoity at¬ 
tended by Pakistanis from all 
walks of life residing in Tehran 
followed the flag-hoisting, start¬ 
ing with a recitation from the Holy 
Qoran. 

In a speech highlighting the 
importance of the day, the Paki¬ 
stani ambassador narrated the 
freedom struggle waged by the 
Muslims of the subcontinent un¬ 
der the dynamic leadership of 
Quaid-i-Azam which culminated 
in the emergence of Pakistan. 

He then informed the audience 


of projects being undertaken by 
the government of Pakistan in the 
health, socio-economic and indus¬ 
trial sectors for the progress and 
prosperity of the country. 

Ambassador Khalid Mahmood 
also took the occasion to an¬ 
nounce Pakistan's coming Golden 
Jubilee celebration (50 years of in¬ 
dependence) which win take place 
next year, expressing tus hope that 
the Pakistani community would 
wholeheartedly participate in the 
many culturcal events slated for 
the occasion. 

Speaking on the Kashmir issue, 
the ambassador said the present 
government has internationalized 
the Kashmir issue and has been 
providing moral and political sup¬ 
port to the Kashmiris. 

He made a fervent appeal to the 
Pakistani community to contribute 
generously to Prime Minister 
Bhutto’s Kashmir Relief Fund for 
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the rehabilitation of the Kash¬ 
miris. 

Other spekers on the occasion 
were Dr. Salccm Akhtar, director 
of the Urdu Choir in (he Univer¬ 
sity of Tehran, Khanum Saeedi 
Nia, an Iranian student studying 
Urdu in the same university and 
Master Kashif Noor. a student in 
Tehran’s Pakistan Embassy School. 

The ceremony concluded with 
a prayer offering for the progress, 
prosperity and solidarity of Paki¬ 
stan. 


(Contd from Pg. 4) 

VIETNAM... 

promote the virtues of small-iown 
rural life and Japan’s difficulties 
in coping with technology and ur¬ 
banization. 

Shochiku’s share price closed 
2.5 percent lower Wednesday at 
1,180 yen (Si 1.03), down 30 yen 
from Tuesday's finish. 

The company is one of Japan's 
four main movie producers and 
has close ties with CBS and the 
Twentieth Century Fox in the 
United States. (A/7? 

(Contd from Pg. 4) 

VIETNAM... 

U.S. forces repeatedly carpet 
bombed the trail but were unable 
to completely cut off the slow 
trickle of men and armaments that 
constantly flowed down the ever 
changing supply line. 

For troops, the trail was an ar¬ 
duous trek that could take several 
months depending on the season, 
with the constant ride of bombing 
runs or disease. 

Work is due to begin in Octo¬ 
ber and is aimed to be completed 
by 1999 for opening during cele¬ 
brations for the 40th anniversary 
of foe construction of the trail in 
1960. 

The Truong Son Regiment 
now mostly works on private con¬ 
struction projects and is one of 
the military's most lucrative state 
enterprises. (AFP) 


Israelis, Palestinians Resume Negotiations 


BAnr-UL-MOQADDAS — Is¬ 
raelis and Palestinians resumed 
negotiations Wednesday after a 
six-month break, but the talks 
were overshadowed by Palestin¬ 
ian anger over new Jewish settler 
activity and reports Israel will 
only partially respect its commit- 
meat to withdraw from A1-Khalil. 

Israeli officials said the meet¬ 
ing of foe joint Israeli-Palestinian 
.r iujika af£airs a committe e opened 


with the Israeli side presenting a 
list of alleged Palestinian viola¬ 
tions of past peace accords. 

The Israelis notably com¬ 
plained about Palestinian political 
activities in Baiit-ul -Mo qaddas , 
unauthorized housing construction 
in West Bank areas under joint Is¬ 
raeli-Palestinian control and the 
abuse of travel permits issued to 
Palestinian officials, Israeli 
spokesman Sblomo Dror said. (AFP) 


IRAN’S ORIGINAL HOUSE OF 
AUTHENTIC JAPANESE CUISINE 

. TEPPAN YAK1 
. TATAMI ROOM 
. SUSHI BAR 





Japanese Restaurant 

No. 30 Shahid Kodami (Byart SL) 
Vanak Sq.. Tehran 

Teh 8773735 & 8776301 

LUNCH J2.-OO-15.-0O DINNER I9.J»-24:0d 
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"Ghosts" Clear Hospitals of Patients 

“ TJu Chmese traditional "Ghost Month” began Wednesday, emptying 

•zoom S hmbiinls nft^.ir U-C-. *. ta fayjrit 


were 


"Ghost Alonth, “physicians said, 
in either Buddhist ar Taoist rituals held by the 


hospitals Wednesday to ward off toil, thee <*»'</ 

According to Chinese tradition, Uuseomth month of the lunaryear is known as 
the "Ghost Mon th," and the "Ghost Gate" which keeps the deceasedfomfleeing to 
* ' " on theJirsl day f the month (AFP) 


Police Storm Seoul University as 
N. Koreans Rally at Truce Village 
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SEOUL — Thousands of riot po¬ 
lice backed by teargas-spraying 
helicopters and a bulldozer 
stormed a university to disperse 
radicals here Wednesday as North 
Koreans rallied at the border call¬ 
ing for reunification. 

Vicious fighting broke out after 
some 6.000 policemen forced their 
way into Yonsei University from 
four directions as successive waves 
of helicopters sprayed teargas on 
about 2.000 students holding an 
otttiawed campus rally. 

■The students mounted a strong 
counter-attack, swinging pipes and 
pelting die police with firebombs 
and rocks. They set fire taa barri 1 - 
cade made from chairs, used tyres 
and movable basketball goal 
frames at the school’s main gate. 

As armored vehicles fired mul¬ 
tiple teargas launchers, police 
called in a fire truck to douse the 
flames before ramming the gate 
with a bulldozer. Scores of protest¬ 
ers and policemen were seen in¬ 
jured in the raid. 

The violence came on the eve of 
intensely patriotic annua] celebra¬ 
tions in the U.S.-backed South and 
Communist North, which both ob¬ 
serve August IS as their liberation 


day to mark the end of Japanese 
colonial rule in 1945. 

The students at Yonsei were 
planning a symbolic march toward 
the truce village of Panmunjom, 
where a North Korean contingent 
held a rally on their side of the 
Demilitarized Zone separating the 
two Koreas since the end of World 
Warn. 

Before withdrawing from Yon¬ 
sei, police detained at least 10 stu¬ 
dents and confiscated dozens of 
firebombs, leaflets and slogans. 

Fresh skirmishes later broke out 
at a city intersection where an esti¬ 
mated 5,000 students from other 
universities were blocked from 
marching to Yonsei to reinforce 
their colleagues. (AFP) 


11 Killed in 
Karachi 

KARACHI — Eleven people were 
killed and 10 were wounded 
Wednesday when unidentified 
gunmen opened fire on a rally 
staged here by a Sunni party, po¬ 
lice and hospital sources said. 

Police said the assailants opened 
fire with automatic weapons from 
a passing car on several hundred 
activists of the Sipah-e-Sihaba 
Pakistan who were heading toward 
the mausoleum of Pakistan's 
founding father Mohammed Aii 
Jinnah on the country's inde¬ 
pendence day. 

Eight bodies arrived in the city's 
Abbasi Shaheed Hospital, while 
another two were taken to Jinnah 
Hospital, doctors said. An llth 
man later died of his injuries, and 
the condition of several more -was 



Boy Jailed for 13 Years for Taxi Orbudtiktitt 

MELBOCRA'E -A l iytat-oliher war sentenced Mmiey 
years after becoming one cfuhiTanijgestpe^MrUKidM^mmkrit4yg(^. 
The boy, whose nsoe was rat revealed under AusSrtdem 
offenders, urufn'/dgui/tf f'ait&ng the throat offytfr W htMdafJte 

wheel tfhis taxi cab in February hstjear. 

The bay, c&d 13 at the tone cfthe murder, will not hi et&Mefirparokjw 
eiffdyears. ■ 

The court heard that he would be held m theyouth wing ff d roundcoder m 
the initialjrears tfhisjdl term, rather than in an adaiiprison. 

(&FF) 


serious, they said. /AFT) 

One Dead in New Violence Between 
Greek and Turkish Cypriots 


DHERJNIA, Cyprus — Turkish 
Cypriot forces shot dead a Greek 
Cypriot and wounded two UN 
peacekeepers in a new outbreak of 
ethnic violence Wednesday along 
the UN-patrolled buffer zone di¬ 
viding Cyprus, UN officials said. 


Sierra Leone Rebels Release 
350 Civilian Captives 
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FREETOWN — Rebels in Sierra 
Leooe have released 350 civilians 
held captive in the south of the 
country, military officials said 
Wednesday, taking to move than 
1,100 the number of people freed 
since the weekend. 

Aid agencies said those freed in 
the southern Bo district Tuesday, 
mainly women and children, ap¬ 


peared malnourished and sick. 

On Wednesday they were befog 
screened by security officials and 
provided with humanitarian assis¬ 
tance by aid agencies. 

The civilians had travelled from 
a base of the Revolutionary United 
Front (RUF), a rebel group that 
started a civil war in Sierra Leone 
in 1991. (AFP) 


The Greek-Cypriot demonstra¬ 
tor was reportedly shot after he 
broke through barbed wire cm die 
edge of die Turirish-Cypriot zone 
in Dherinia in eastern Cyprus and 
climbed up a flagpole in an attempt 
to tear down a Turkish flag. 

Witnesses said he fell to the 
ground, and other protestors had to 
reach under the barbed wire to drag 
his body outoftheTurkish-Cypriol 
area. 

The UN official could not im¬ 
mediately confirm, however, 
whether the Greek-Cypriot demon¬ 
strator was shot dead in the buffer 
zone or in the breakaway Turkish 
Cypriot north. 

The shooting happened near the 

spot where a Greek-Cyprid protes¬ 
tor, Tassos Isaac, was beaten to 
death.* (AFP) 


Runway Robbers Net Estimated $800,000 


PERPIGNAN, France — Armed 
robbers who held up a plane at an 
airport in southern France made 
off with an estimated four million 
francs ($800,000), police said on 
Wednesday. 

The raiders, who appeared to be 
well-informed about the contents 
of the plane's cargo bold, got away 
with 27 kilograms of bank notes 


taken from the airbus A320 in fee 
raid Tuesday evening at Perpignan 
Airport near the Spanish bender. 

The meticulously-executed hold 
up was believed to have been one 
of (he most audacious in French 
criminal history, but the haul was 
certainly not one of the biggest. 

Perpignan assistant prosecutor 
Robert CheUes, in charge of the 


inquiry, appealed for witnesses 
who saw .fee plane land to come 
forward. 

The robbers, masked and carry¬ 
ing weapons reportedly including 
machine guns, pounced as the Air 
Inter Europe flight landed at Per- 
pignan-Riversaltes Airport from 
Pans wife some 170 passengers on 
board. (Aer} 
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PERPIGNAN, France (August 13); An Air Inter Europe Airbus is parked on the apron at Perpignan Airport 
after rt was stopped after landing and robbed of an undisclosed amount in its strongbox by four armed 
persons who drove onto the runway in two vans and escaped in a third. The plane carried 172 
passengers on a flight from Paris. No one was hurt. 

1 _ (AFP PHOTO) 



SAN DIEGO, CA, United States (August 13): U5L Senator Alfonse d'A mate (R) whispers to US. 
Republican presidential candidate Bob Dole during a morning meeting of the New York delegation to : 
the Republican National Convention in San Diego. Dole made a brief speech to the group. 
_ _ ___ CAB* PHOTO) 


India Sets Kashmir 
Election Process in 
Motion 

SRINAGAR, India - India's elec¬ 
tion commission on Wednesday 
set fee stage for fee first state 
assembly elections in nine years in 
the troubled province of Kashmir 
next mouth. 

The poll panel issued a notificarj 
tion for fee first leg of fee four -1 
phased balloting to be held onj 
September 7 in 26 of the state's 87 
local constituencies, officials said. 

The order gives the green signal 
to national and regional political 
parties to name their official candi-[ 
dates who will contest fee first state! 
elections since 1987 in Kashmir. 

The panel said notifications fod 
elections to other constituencies to) 
be conducted on September 16, 2lj 
and 30 would be issued separately.) 

! (AFF) 



BEIJING — Water levels in 
China’s flood-swollen rivers were 
falling slowly Wednesday but a 
flow of official statistics pushed 
fee death toll past 2,600. 

Figures from the Ministry of 
Civil Affeirs showed that 824 peo¬ 
ple died from flooding in four 
northern provinces and one south-. 
era province between July 20 and 
August 10. 

The worst-hit was fee northern 
province of Hebei, where 402 peo¬ 
ple died and 25,000 were injured, 
while a further 204 died in neigh¬ 
bouring Shanxi IVovince. 

Also in Hebei more than 3,900 
Chinese tourists were rescued after 
they were stranded for six days by 
flood waters fee Zhangshiyan hill 
resort, the Liberation daily re¬ 
ported. 

Rescuers also brought down 


Filipina Women Get Hashimoto 
Apology, Token Compensation 


MANILA — A state-subsidized 
Japanese fund on Wednesday 
handed out apologies and token 
payments to three Filipina women 
forced into sexual slavery in 
World War II as Premier Ryutaro 
Hashimoto urged bis country to 
"face up squarely to its past his¬ 
tory." 

Atanasia Cortes, 73, Rufina 
Fernandez, 69, and Maria Rosa 
Henson, 68 , received from fee 
Asian Women's Fund two million 
yen ($18,500) each, about the price 
of a Philippine-assembled basic 
model Japanese sedan'car, at a 
ceremony here. 

At her own request, a fourth 
woman is to receive the payout and 
letter in private to protect her iden¬ 
tity, said the fund's vice president, 
Makiko Arima. 

Henson and Cortes both said 
they would use the money to "eat 
something decent" and to pay for 
decent bousing after seeking medi¬ 
cal treatment for ailments associ¬ 
ated with old age. 

The four are among 300 women 


from the Philippines, Taiwan and 
South Korea selected for initial 
payouts from the government- 
backed fund, set up last year to 
collect compensation from the 
Japanese public. 

Japanese Ambassador to Manila 
Hiroyuki Yushita handed each' of 
fee "comfort women” a letter of 
apology from Hashimoto. (AFP) 


more than 1,000 local residents and 
workers in the resort which was hit 
fay torrential rain which cot elec¬ 
tricity and commumcatioiis, it said. 

Eighteen died in the north¬ 
eastern province of Heflongjumg 
and 15 in fee coastal province of 
Shandong, while fee flood death. ' 
toUinEigian, in fee fee southeast, ' * 
was 190. : 

Wife earlier flooding leaving 
close to 1,800 dead, mostly in 
south mid central China, fee cumo-. 
Tative total rose past 2,600. (AFT) 

Croatian Jet 
Fighter Crashes ° 

ZAGREB — A Croatian airforce 
Mig-21 crashed into a Zagreb sub¬ 
urb an Wednesday during a rou¬ 
tine flight, killing its pilot, 
Croatian radio said. 

The plane went down near fee 
Croatian capital's main airport in 
the Velika Gorica district at 9dS0~ 
8 -m., fee radio said. There were no 
reports of casualties on fee ground. 

"An inquiry has been launched 
into the reasons for fee incident, 
which occnred during a routine AR 
flight," said a Defense Ministry 
source who asked ixrt to be named. 

According to fee London-based. 
International Institute for Strategic 
Studies fee Croatian Airforce had, 
as of November 1995, 28 fighter 
aircraft, including 21 Mig-2LB. 

(AFP) 



TOKYO — Indonesian President 
Suharto said in a rare press inter¬ 
view published Wednesday feat 
recent unrest in Jakarta was being 
settled and feat no major problems 
were expected. 

This issue is being settled. It 
will not become a big problem, "he 
told the Nihon Keizai Shimiyun. 
The riots were plotted as a display 
of power by people who do not 
uphold the constitution." 

Suharto accused fee small Peo¬ 
ple’s Democratic Party (PRD) of 
exploiting an "internal conflict" 


within fee opposition Indonesian -- 
Democracy Party (PDI). V v 

Megawata Sukarnoputri, the-qy 
PDI leader who is also a daughter— 
of fee late President Sukarno, was ... v 
ousted by a rebel congress backed - 
by fee government and mDihuy in ’■ 
June and replaced by Suryasfi. - . 

"The People’s Democratic: 
Party, which foUowB fee Commit: _ 
nist Party, used an internal conflict ' 
between Suryadi and Megawati . 
and a gathering for a speech by - 
Megawati wife the aim of dver-~ : : 
throwing the government," 
Suharto said. (AFP) 
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K1 Meeting Brings 


AUGUST 15,1996 


Australia Finds 

o _ ■ ■ — 

South Together on WTO HANOI — Australian W-Tcm....... _ . ^ ^ r OUf\ 




OR conference theme was set 
t-'Sby m keynote address by Ma¬ 
laysian Minister of Intentional 
Trade and Indusoy, Date Seri Rafi- 
! dab-Aziz, who described as 'dis¬ 
comforting’ the movie by some 
developed countries to broaden die 
WTO’s work program to include 
’new issues' such as multilateral 
investment rules, labor standards, 
competition policy and corruption. 

’These are highly contentious is¬ 
sues and they constitute the single 
greatest challenge to the sover¬ 
eignty and economic prosperity of 
(be developing countries in the fu¬ 
ture,’ said Rafidah. 

She noted that developed coun¬ 
tries had proposed that the WTO 
^initiate discussions and sub¬ 
sequently negotiations on liberali¬ 
zation and protection of 
cross-border investments and rules 
harmonizing national competition 
policies. 

‘These moves are of grave con¬ 
cern to deve loping countries as they 
could eventually restrict national 
gove rnmen ts in their domestic eco¬ 
nomic policy-making. 

Tn particular, the demand that 
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there should be free movement of 
investment across national borders 
and for national treatment imply 
that any investor will have the right 
to establish a market presence in 
any sector in any country and be 
accorded national treatment 
This will remove the right of 
national governments to implement 
national-level investment policies 
which may either restrict a foreign 
presence in certain sectors or 
which may provide preferential 
treatment to national firms to en¬ 
able them fo compete with -large 
established foreign firms.' 

Ra fi d ah added that some devel¬ 
oped countries are also keen to get 
the WTO to forge a direct link 
between trade and labor rights, 
claiming that developing countries’ 
imports wsre cheap not because of 


a comparative advantage in produc¬ 
tion cost but because of unacccpt- 

• ably low labor standar d s 

‘This is not only politically un¬ 
acceptable to developing countries 
but also does not make sound eco¬ 
nomic sense.' 

Rafidah sard developing coun¬ 
tries were apprehensive that these 
contentious issues would be for¬ 
mally placed on the WTO agenda. 

‘These issues will have for- 
reaching repercussions on our de¬ 
ponent efforts and objectives. 
Developing countries must stand 
together and adopt a united ap¬ 
proach to counter these proposals.’ 

Rafidah said the WTO should 
aw>id overcrowding its agenda with 
issues that will inhibit the South’s 
development and trade prospects. 
‘Wfe must strive for a united ap¬ 
proach, for if we are divided we 
will continue to be dominated by 
the industrialized countries.* 

The minister proposed that the 
Singapore meeting: 

* Focus on a review and stock¬ 
taking on the implementa¬ 
tion of the UR 
commitments; 


He added the Singapore meeting 
should not be a meeting for a club 
of the rich. Small countries are 
facing ‘incredible problems’ in im¬ 
plementation of the UR. The Sin¬ 
gapore meeting should focus on 
‘how for we have gone’ after the 
UR- ‘Wfe haven’t really started the 
implementation yet. How can we 
talk about the new issues?’ 

Bangladesh's Commerce Secre¬ 
tary, Mr Mofozza] Karim, agreed 
with Rafidah’s keynote address and 
proposed that its pouts be adopted 
by participants. 


Focus on the completion of 
unfinished business and the 
built-in agenda; 


He said the Singapore Ministe¬ 
rial Conference should examine 
haw the implementation erf 1 the UR 
would affect different countries dif¬ 
ferently. Whilst the industrial coun¬ 
tries ware folly equipped to meet 
their obligations, many developing 
countries do not have the machin- 
ery. 

From the agreements, it was not 
clear whether poor countries bene¬ 
fited from the UR at all. If they do 
not benefit, they should be com¬ 
pensated. Therefore, a stocktaking 
exercise should be done. It is not 
the time for work on any new is¬ 
sues. 


* Disagree with proposals to 
include ‘new issues’ on the 
Singapore agenda. 

In the following two days’ dis¬ 
cussions, many participants sup¬ 
ported this three-point proposal. 


Zimbabwe’s Ambassador to the 
WTO, Dr Tichanona Jokonya, de¬ 
scribed Rafidah’s address as a 
‘wonderful send-off. In imple¬ 
menting the UR commitments, he 
said, smaller economies are feeing 
a host of problems, therefore he 
supported her point that ‘the WTO 
should avoid overcrowding its 
agenda’. 


Mr Karim said the new igo^s 
were very controversial as well as 
having important implications. 
With developing countries being so 
burdened already with existing im¬ 
plementation problems, they 
should not be rushed into discus¬ 
sions on these new issues which 
only the developed countries were' 
pushing for. 

Sixntlar points also dominated 
the discussions in the Kuala Lum¬ 
pur Conference’s sessions, on im¬ 
plementation of the UR the new 
issues, the proposed investment 
agreement, services and the final 
panel session. 

(Third World Network 
Features) 
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Daewoo Group Wins 2.5-Biliion-Dollar 
Uzbek Teleeom Deal 


SEOUL — South Korea’s Daewoo 
business group said Tuesday it had 
landed a major telecommunica¬ 
tions contract worth 2.5 billion dol¬ 
lars from the Central Asian 
republic of Uzbekistan. 

The conglomerate signed a com¬ 
prehensive investment deal in the 
Uzbek capital Ihshkent on Monday 


service for 500,000 future sub¬ 
scribers. 


Daewoo will set up a 200-miI- 
lion-dollar joint venture with 
Uzbek telecom, a local telecom 
service provider, to set up a digital 
fixed-line service in the Uzbek 




cations for the project to set up a 
pager and digital wore less commu¬ 
nications network. 

Daewoo, winch gave no break¬ 
down of the 2.5 billion dollar deal, 
said it was the largest single tele- 
commumcations’contract won by a 
South Korean firm. 

The contract followed a meeting 
last month between Daewoo group 
chairman Kim Wbo-Choong and 
Uzbek President Islam Karimov. 

During the talks, they agreed on 
Daewoo’s participation in the pri¬ 
vatization and modernization of the 
Uzbek telecom industry, a group 
spokesman said. 

Daewoo will invest 400 million 
dollars to establish a digital cell ular 
phone network, capable of accom¬ 
modating 300,000 subscribers, 
which is to start operating at the 
end of this year. 

Another seven million dollars 
’A*!! k.* invested io launch a paging 


ble of handling three million 
phones. 

Daewoo would control 49 per¬ 


cent of the venture, with the Uzbek 
company bolding the rest, the Dae¬ 
woo spokesman said. 

He said only 6.7 percent or 1.8 
million of the 27 million people of 
Uzbekistan have telephones. 

Daewoo group, built around 
electronics, shipbuilding and 
chemicals, is South Korea’s fourth 
largest conglomerate, with its sales 
reaching 51.2 billion dollars last 
year. 


Nintendo Shares Under Pressure 
After Forecast of Profit Plunge 


TOKYO — Huge sell orders lined 
up against Japan’s Nintendo Co. 
Ltd. On the Tbkyo stock exchange 
Wednesday after a business daily 
forecast its profit would plunge 
more than 50 percent. 

Nihon Keizai Shimbun said Nin¬ 
tendo would suffer a 53-percent foil 
in parent pre-tax profit from a year 
earlier to 55 billion yen (S515 mil¬ 
lion) for the year to March 1997. 


The leading Japanese maker of 
home video game equipment and 
software, which had seen active 
buying support in resent days, was 
untraded in the morning session 
due to a deluge of sell orders lined 
up at 7,640 yen, down from Tues¬ 


day’s close of 7,700. brokers said. 

They said the counter had rallied 
back 1 from recent lows of around 
7,150 yen, with brokers such as 
Morgan Stanley advising clients to 
buy on an optimistic assessment of 
the company’s new 64-bit computer 
game Console, Nintendo 64. 

Officials at Nintendo, closed for 
week-long summer holidays, could 
not be reached for comment. 

The Nihon Kerz/ii said revenues 
for the year to March would come 
to some 240 billion yen, down 20 
percent from a year earlier. 

Earlier, the company forecast a 
rarsnt pretax profit of 55 billion 
yen for the year to March on reve¬ 
nue of 335 billion ven. con 


HANOI — Australian businesses 
were proud to be among the fust 
intrepid explorers on Vietnam’s in¬ 
vestment frontier, but now the early 
glow of success has given way to 
some conspicuous failures. 

For many Australian companies, 
Vietnam was a proving ground for 
their push into Asia. For some it 
has offered an eye-opening first 
taste of a developing country with 
its spiked bureaucratic traps and 
flimsy legal system. 

Firms like Telstra, which en¬ 
tered Vietnam a decade ago to op¬ 
erate an international telephone 
network, have reaped the rewards 
for their risky early moves into the 
country. 

But as well as a pioneering 
spirit, Australia has one of the 
worst records for business failures 
in Vietnam between 1988 and 
1994, according to a report by the 
Swedish International Develop¬ 
ment Agency (SIDA). 

Australia’s ratio of withdrawn in¬ 
vestment licenses to the number of 
licenses issued was higher than 
even Hong Kong or Taiwan, whose 
investors are often seen as oppor¬ 
tunistic businesses with a high fail¬ 
ure rate, it said. 

The report suggests that those 
arriving early got caught up in 
problems of Vietnam’s developing 
regulatory and legal systems that 
later investors, such as the Japa¬ 
nese, have managed to avoid. 

Declining enthusiasm on the 
part of Australian firms to take on 
risk and difficulties in getting fund¬ 
ing for projects also factors into the 
withdrawals. 


Trade commissioner Vi Le, a 
Vietnamese Australian, disputes 
that Australia has a worse record 
than other countries and says it has 
benefited from its history of good 
relations. "Being in Vietnam early 
was definitely an advantage,** she 
said. 

"Three or four years ago there 
was a lot of enthusiasm hut much 
of it was unrealistic." she said. 
“Despite the negative reports to¬ 
day. people are still locking at Vi¬ 
etnam as offering opportunities for 
business." 

But others are concerned that 
unhappy businesses may go else¬ 
where. "People are looking at 
other countries, that sort of senti¬ 
ment is increasing for sure,** said 
Peter Allan of the Australian busi¬ 
ness group in Hanoi. "They are 
saying, ‘let’s have a look at 
Burma.’” 

Deputy Prime Minister Tim Fis¬ 
cher, who also serves as minister of 
trade, is due here Thursday on the 
latest in a regular series of high- 
level visits. But even the close po¬ 
litical contacts between the 
countries have failed to resolve 
some commercial wrangles. 

This year has seen a number of 
Australian companies bo gg ed 
down in disputes with Vietnamese 
authorities or just giving up alto¬ 
gether on the country. 

A new mining law drafted with 
help from Australia has proved a 
disappointment and is likely to put 
off many resource companies that 
were looking to invest here. 

Talks between BHP Petroleum, 
the oil division of Australia's larg¬ 


est company, and the Vietnamese 
government have stalled over terms 
for the unprofitable Dai Hung Oil 
Field. 

The Broken Hill Proprietary Co. 
Ltd. said in July it would write off 
its 151 million Australian dollar 
(U.S.SI20 million) investment in 
Dai Hung, which three years ago 
the company touted as "the largest 
untapped oil field in Asia." 

Oil industry experts say BHP's 
fast-track development of the field 
caused it to over-estimate reserves 
and alienated the slate oil firm 
PetroVietnam, leading to problems 
when it came to talks on reworking 
the royalties agreement. 

Mining company Australian 
Sands teamed a tough lesson about 
the dangers of doing business in 
Vietnam — ranked the riskiest spot 
in Asia by the Hong Kong-based 
political and economic risk con¬ 
sultancy. 

Austinh Ltd. — the company’s 
joint venture with a provincial gov¬ 
ernment to Mine Mineral Sandy — 
was closed in April after several 
bitter years of conflict with the 
local partner. At one stage expatri¬ 
ate staff were even held under 
house arrest 

Millions of dollars of equipment 
is still languishing on the docks in 
Haiphong and the company has 
written off of its 2.9 million dollar 
investment 

Australia is the eighth-largest in¬ 
vestor here, with 786 million dol¬ 
lars of licensed projects according 
to the Ministry of Planning and 
Investment 

_ UFPJ 


I 


3 


<- r & 


v‘3 


t 




JM QlscJ f f r\ 

*v*rr.f !u rt *v**rra-> 




’ -?• y.'&i&rpr- 


3&V 

m 




’•yv'kV* 1 




V/ii 











c- 

s . 


BALKAN AIRLINES' NEW DIRECT UNETEKRfiKi 


v.2V 3 : ciMTRY VISA, 2 WAY. ?L;SKT & GiVE WEEK ST/!"*' ] 

BALKAN { BULGARIAN } AIRLINES TEL : S7SS335 - 6 FAX : 3734SC2 TLX : 213572 ■ 









_ PACE 6 general 

PAC “ ^ 

A PART2 

VC Cjjl&xxi and Erika Nydegger 

Charmed 35 leased hectares 
£ in St-Blaise, Canton Neuchatel, 

until the land was sold. Their lease 
arrangement ended with litigation 
in court. Nydegger freely admits 
that he did well with the larger- 
than-average farm (by Swiss stand¬ 
ards), on which there was dairying, 
grain growing and bull feeding. 
That was what enabled him to buy 
Four Birch Trees Farm near the 
town of Marion. He had absolutely 
no interest in leasing another Swiss 
property. "Tenant farming keeps 
you in a low status,” says this 
young man with Master Farmer 
certification. 

Back in Switzerland, he was 
scorned as a promoter of "inte¬ 
grated production" and as an envi¬ 
ronmentalist, a "Green”. If he had 
had own farm, he says, he would 
have gone organic. “I always told 
the other farmers, don't sell pota¬ 
toes, sell ecology, that's the fu¬ 
ture," says Nydegger. He is 
convinced that Swiss fanners will 
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double the capital required for his 
dairy farm of 50 hectares and 120 
milch cows. In Nydegger's opin¬ 
ion. brood cow ranches can’t suc¬ 
ceed under 300-500 hectares. As 
to the beef market, he is convinced 
tbat on the basis of GATT negotia¬ 
tions South American producers 
will gradually become dominant, 
because they can produce much 
more cheaply. 

Nydegger also points to some 
negative aspects of New Zealand's 
agriculture, such as the careless 
use of liquid manure and the lack 
of local during for fertilizer, 
which makes proper organic farm¬ 
ing much more difficult. Distribu¬ 
tion channels for organic products 
are underdeveloped, says Nydeg¬ 
ger, or else he would shift to or¬ 
ganic farming. He also sees 
certain disadvantages in the cut¬ 
backs in the government's social 
spending. The workers who are 
renovating and expanding his 
house, he points out. are hired hy 
the week and have no job security. 
And be knows full well that the 






Every evening a 40-ton tank truck picks up the milk from the 
Welder's simply milking station. 

being an independent farmer in 



Satisfied faces: The Werder family, another group of Swiss immi¬ 
grants to New Zealand, show a picture of Mrs. Werder's family 
form back in Appenzell (picture on left) and another of their 
present 72-hectare farm near Patea. 

*have to "gradually take their bands 
out of (the country's) pocket." The 
rapidly rising demand for organic 
products can't be satisfied from 
domestic production, so tint more 
will have to be imported — which 
will mean Swiss formers win lose 
yet more market share. 

In New Zealand, Nydegger 
wanted to realize his dream of 
raising brood cows, but quickly 
saw that he would need at least 


Brazil to 
Allow Sale of 
Turtle Meat 

RIO DE JANEIRO — The 
Brazilian government has decided 
to lift a ban on the sale of Amazon 
turtle meat, officials said. 

The sale had been forbidden 
since 1967, when the animals were 
considered at risk of becoming ex¬ 
tinct. 

"If the distribution of turtle is 
well done we’ll get back to the 
time when busloads of foreigners 
came here to eat our turtles," said 
Pedro Sampaio, who represents 
turtle producers. 

A government official said a 
decree lifting die ban would likely 
be issued in the next month. 

Turtle meat is 94 percent pro¬ 
tein, compared to beef which is 
only 46 percent protein. 

The Brazilian Environmental 
Institute has 300,000 baby turtles 
ready for farm-raising. (AFP) 



privatization of education will cost 
him dearly sooner or later, as he 
educates his three daughters. 

Robert Nydegger is the only 
among the Swiss emigrants with 
whom I spoke who opposes a radi¬ 
cal cutback of subsidies in his old 
homeland. "That’ll only produce 
unemployment — and subsidies are 
cheaper!" It is not the farmers who 
would become unemployed, 
though; in his view, they would he 
most likely to find jobs, pushing 
out others. His main piece of ad¬ 
vice to follow formers who have 
remained in Switzerland: Cut 
costs! Paying a million francs to 
build a barn, he believes, is play¬ 
ing with fire. 

/I^Sk Werder has had perhaps 
€/ »the most "typically New 
Zealand” former's career. In 1971 
he responded to an advertisement 
for a farmhand, and his trip over 
was paid for by the government. 
Two years later he returned to 
Switzerland. He had an opportu¬ 
nity to lake over his parents' old 
form near Cham, but after his New 
Zealand experience he found that 
he had little enthusiasm for "work¬ 
ing ten times as hard to keep just 
twenty cows...In the evening you 
drive to the cheese foctory with 
your four cans of milk, and each 
morning you take (the animals) out 
to pasture instead of just leaving 
them out to graze hy themselves." 

Instead, he found a job with the 
Btihler Family, who had left their 
small leased farm in Oberyhrig 
after the end of the World War II 
and had emigrated to New Zealand 
with their eight children. "To- 
day," says Werder, “each of the 
height children has at least one 
farm." After a year with the 
Buhlers, Werder became a "share 
milker", which is the first step to 


New Zealand. The "share milker" 
brings his own herd onto a farm 
the owner of which provides all 
other necessary materials (such as 
fertilizer for the pastures), and the 
two share the profits from the 
herd. If everything goes well, the 
herd grows and the "share milker" 
sells off part of it, using the pro¬ 
ceeds to help finance his first land 
purchase. That was how tilings 
progressed with Nick Werder, 
who was thus enabled to buy a 
36-hectar farm near Patea, on the 
west coast of New Zealand’s 
North Island. Today his land is 
twice that size, and Nick is mar¬ 
ried to Heidi Frick, a woman from 
Appenzel whom he met on her first 
trip abroad. 

Nick and Heidi now have six 
children of their own. "When I 
first came here," Heidi recalls, "I 
couldn't heiieve that someone 
could milk 160 cows by himself in 
just two hours. Back in the Alps I 
had all I could do to handle 20 
cows. I also said to myself: What 
kind of a former is he, taking a 
week off for a seaside holiday?" 
But today the Werders appreciate 
the leisure time their family enjoys 
together. And Heidi points out 
that, back in Switzerland, her 
brother has takeover their par¬ 
ents' old form and his wife has to 
keep a part-time job as a waitress 
to help make ends meet. 

Heidi insists she’s never home¬ 
sick. She hasn't been back to Swit¬ 
zerland in eleven years. "I'm still 
on vacation here," she says laugh¬ 
ingly. "Besides, we get lots of 
visitors from Switzerland, and 
most of them complain constantly 
about forming conditions back 
home, so that 1 don't have much 
desire to visit. ” 

Heidi came to New Zealand 
about the time when its formers 
had lost all their subsidies — 40% 
of their income. "J didn’t have the 
time to travel to Wellington for the 
great farmers’ demonstration," re¬ 
calls Nick. "I had to work hard in 
order to pay loans, which had sud- 
denly jumped from a subsidized 
seven to the then-regular market 
rale of eighteen percent. At the 
same time, the price milk col¬ 
lapsed. Suddenly, we farmers re¬ 
alized that we had to learn to get 
along with just one tractor. We 
became quite inventive, so that we 
could operate more efficiently. 

The adjustment process lasted 
three years. But today we earn 
more than before, it costs the gov¬ 
ernment nothing, and taxes are 
dropping." 

After World War II, New Zea- 


caused massive increases in the 
price of the fertilizer quarried 
there; this meant subsidy for that 
important agricultural substance. 
Great Britain, which was the lead¬ 
ing customer for New Zealand ex¬ 
ports. joined the European 
Community and turned elsewhere 
for imports. Oil crisis and rising 
interest rates produced further 
waves of subsidies, "naturally, we 
farmers were glad for all this," 
notes Nick Werder, “fait in retro¬ 
spect we can see that aU it did was 
distort everything, for example, 
payments to sheep raisers gener¬ 
ated an enormous increase in the 
size of the flocks. So it hurt all the 
more when the subsidies were re¬ 
moved. The erosion damage is still 
visible everywhere in the coun¬ 
try." 

"We’ve learned now to orient 
ourselves toward a feasible market 
price," Werder continues, "not 
like in Switzerland, where people 
produce first 'and then demand 
cost-covering prices. We’re not 
interested in that. That is, we want 
to earn some profit over and above 
our costs. The way Swiss formers 
ignore the market is just crazy." 

Heidi tries to moderate Nick’s 
zeal. He admits that, if he were 
sitting at his regular table in a cafe 
back in Switzerland he would not 
be able to talk so openly, but he 
feels the need to do so from this 
distance. "A subsidized agricul¬ 
ture like that of Switzerland should 
he forbidden from exporting its 


when the free-market wave 
catches up with them. And that, he 
feels, is inevitable. Of course, he 
admits, conditions of production 
in New Zealand and Switzerland 
are very different, but he is con¬ 
vinced that it will he possible to 
develop specialized production to 
successfully fill global market 
niches. But for that to happen, he 
insists, Switzerland’s form policy 
will have to be straightened out 
and the old obstacles of inheri¬ 
tance and agrarian land laws re¬ 
moved. When asked if such moves 
would not lead to much farmland 
being abandoned, Werder says 
emphatically: "Many mountain ar¬ 
eas shouldn't he farmed at all. 
Abandoned is the wrong word; 
nature will simply take over once 
again." And he tops this by assert¬ 
ing: "Today, Swiss agriculture 
harms nature, on hula nee. Produc¬ 
tion is far too intensive. Fodder 
and fertilizers are imported in or¬ 
der to produce goods that then are 
hard to sell.” In New Zealand, by 
contrast, the use of fertilizers has 
dropped by half since government 
subsidies were removed. 


farm at first. So Morgen thaler be¬ 
gan as a form hand on a sheep 
station on South Island. Today he 
is glad things happened as they 
did. convinced that a Swiss is bet¬ 
ter off learning how things are 
done here from the ground up. or 
there is a great danger that he will 
pay too much for a form because 
he still has Swiss prices in his 
mind. "Forty dollars per kilogram ,J 
of milk solids is all a farm should i 
cost, anything over that is exces- j 
sive," he insists. ] 


P ' 


Nick Werder is also convinced 
that changes in forming will catch 
up with him as well. "In the last 
25 years, the size of forms has 
doubled. And it will double again 
in the next 25 years." If it proves 
impractical to enlarge his present 
form, he will simply buy a larger 
one somewhere else, perhaps in 
Australia's Tasmania, to which 
many New Zealand formers are 
emigrating these days. 

As to the question of whether to 
install an irrigation system lor his 
pastures. "The system cos's 
$100,000. Then there’s electricity 
and maintenance. And one hour's 
extra work per day. it would only 
pay ifl could amortize it over 100 
days per year." It doesn't take long 
for him to do the calculations — 
and the decision goes against such 
an investment. "Here in New Zea¬ 
land, we learn that not doing 
something is an important man¬ 
agement option. 


and Franz Morgen- 
also suddenly lost 



Calculations are Morgen- 
thaler's great strength, he ulti¬ 
mately bought 38 hectares near Te 
Awamutu on North Island, where 
he cares for other fanners' cattle 
until shortly before calving time. 
He is paid $6 per head per week 
for his service, yielding $40,000 a 
year. The Morgen thalers can 
cover all their personal expenses 
with just a quarter of that - and 
the actual working time amounts^ 
to only about two hours a day. In 
addition, the couple handle the ar¬ 
tificial insemination of nearby 
herds, and also take over milking 
chores for neighbors who go off on 
holiday. 

"Typically Swiss, I wanted to 
get more at first," Franz Morgen- 
thaler relates. He initially leased 
twice as much extra land, on 
which he pastured cattleand sheep^j 
— until he saw that die yield was 
too small. "I’ve learned not to do 
anything that doesn’t bring in 
more earnings, or that I don’t en¬ 
joy- To me, my profession is also 
a hobby that earns me my living. 
That’s very different than it is in 
Switzerland. There, forming is a 
kind of ideology. Here it’s a busi¬ 
ness. There, every former knows 
that the beginning of the year just 
how much he’ll earn, since 60% 
of his income comes from the gov¬ 
ernment. 

According to Morgenthaler, 
Swiss farmers have only one alter¬ 
native: "Either they form like it’s 
done here, or else they’ll end up a 
s government officials driving 
around in station wagons...I could 
imagine returning to Switzerland 
only when all government inter¬ 
vention has been eliminated. Tber y 
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land - like many other countries ^izetl fanners," he says forcefully. 

h id into a system of form subsi- " A system hared on farms with six 

dies. First it was the victorious cows an d two tractors can’t con- 
advent of system of synthetic fi- l 'nue. Swiss agriculture is a luxury 
rs raised the need for gov- die government there won’t be 

cm men t supports of wool prices. ■Me to afford much longer." 

Then the Pacific island of Nauru Nick Werder expects that about 
gained independence, which halfof Swiss fanners will go under 


Thes i s the fa tu re of New Zealand dairy production - a carousel that can handle 500 cows. At present 
most Swiss immigrant formers can only dream of the (fay... prese b 

products and hurting non-subsi- their lease back in Switzerland. 


The farm they had been leasing, 
18.5 hectares in Canton Bern, was. 
sold from under them for about 
four million francs. So in 1992, the 
master former and his wife took 
their 100,000 francs in savings and 
emigrated to New Zealand. 

That was not enough to buy a 


farmland will be cheaper to buy, 
and there’ll be opportunities for 
bfcrd workers. Switzerland would 
be one of the best places in Europe 
for dairy production if we didn’t 
operate with forms that are much 
to o small and produce much too 
expensively." 

(Swims Rmvuod 0 f World Affair*} 
(Concluded) 
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Mammograms Could 
Spread Breast Cancer 


LONDON (Reuter) - Mammo¬ 
grams could cause so much 
t rauma to women’s breasts 
they rapture tiny cancers, allow¬ 
ing them to spread, Canadian re¬ 
searchers reported. 

Mammography involves 
squeezing die breast tightly and 
^jpainiully into X-ray equipment 
bo that it can be hi a 

letter to the Lancet, medical jour¬ 
nal, they fimfty by sev¬ 
eral earlier studies and trirari 
whether mammograms, widely 
regarded as a good way to detect 
breast cancer eariy, might not be 
too dangerous. 


Polyps in the 
Family? 


A polyp is an easily removed 
benign growth in toe large intes- 
'•' «4£nfiu But a recent study published 
in the New England Journal cf 
Medicine says the presence of even 
such noncancerous growths means 
a heightened risk of colorectal can¬ 
cer — in other family members. 
Parents and siblings of people with 
polyps have nearly twice the 
chance of developing colorectal 
cancer as does the general popula¬ 
tion, and the risk increases if the 
^jolyp is found in a patient younger 
than 60 . 


“Compression (of the breast) 
during mammography can rup¬ 
ture cysts, and dissemination of 
cancer cells as a result of com¬ 
pression might occur," (be re¬ 
searchers, headed by JJ*. Van 
Netten of dm Royal Jubilee Hos¬ 
pital in Victoria, Canada, wrote. 

They cited earlier studies that 
ftxmd trauma to the breast could 
cause small cancer cells to 
spread. 

“For example, rupture of 
tacts filled with in-sita carca- 
noma (cancer) cells, doe to blows 
Of to severe compression of the 
bmnan breast, could result m 
s P*H*ge or dislocation of these 
into the stroma (surrounding 
tissue)," they wrote. 

Tea percent of women in in- 
tastrialized countries develop 


The American Cancer Society 
already recommends screening at 
ages 35 to 40 for close relatives of 
colorectal cancer patients. The 
new study suggests that screening 
should also be considered for close 
relatives of patients with polype. 

(- US. Nents A World Report) 


"Several studies indicate tint 
there may be an increased risk of 
breast cancer mortality for 
wn«neaa under 50 years of age 
undergoing mammography with 
a reduction-of risk in older 
women," they wrote. 

“Some of die reported risk 
increase for breast cancer mortal¬ 
ity in younger women undergo¬ 
ing mammography could be 
caused by trauma associated with 
this procedure to the in-sitn com¬ 
ponent. 

Van Netten and his colleagues 
-uggested die procedure could be 
dangerous as well as unpleasant 

“The development of a breast 
cancer screening method that 
does not involve severe compres¬ 
sion should be actively pur¬ 
sued," they said. 
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You Are What You Eat 


/7 )’s quite apparent dial most 
<!>^peopIe Kve to eat. 

CEeofs often confide that noth¬ 
ing —*hiaa them more after a 
nerve-recking day at work than 
gobbling a juicy frazddo or biting 
into calorie-laden pastries, with 
the justification that this is what 
life is all about, how else can we 
let off steam? 

Over the years people inculcate 
^■ i i f i»In eating habits. Some are 
beneficial and others avoidable, 
it's all up to yon. Your diet, your 
exercise - regime and whether you 
ffmnfaa are all conscious choices 
made by an iotfividuL And these 
choices, coupled with growing 
age, determine die changes in 
physical appearance and health. 

So bow does ooe differentiate if 
whether the physical changes are 
due to wrong eating habits or 
growing age? All experts agree 
that the most vital constituent of 
health maintenance is the selection 
of food. Primarily, why do we eat? 
More often than nett it’s not be¬ 
cause we are hungry but to either 
to keep boredom at bay, to be 
sociable or to ease stress. Ask 
yourself, do you continue to eat 
when no longer hungry and differ¬ 
entiate between hunger and appe¬ 
tite. Hunger is the need for food 
and appetite die desire to eaL You 
can have an appetite for certain 
foods without being really hungry, 
like the chocolate pastry which can 
make you feel ravenous in spite of 
a full stomach. On the other hand, 
you could be hungry and yet not 
have an appetite like anorexics 
who starve themselves by condi¬ 
tioning their brain not to think of 


food. Hunger is influenced more 
by an individual’s physical needs, 
while appetite is influenced more 
by culture, social obligations and 
other emotional factors. Notice¬ 
ably, most people's problem lies 
in sot knowing when to stop once 
they start eating. 

Hopefully, the following facts 
will give you not only food for 
thought, hut also thoughts about 
your food because you are what 
you eaL Check out and identify the 
Saws in your eating habits. Has 
there been an increase in your 
daily c onsumpti on of white flour 
and cornstarch (cornflour)? The 
ccnseqnBm of oar highly stressed 
modem lives lacking in physical 
activity and bearing mental ten¬ 
sions and pollution is an unhealthy 
life. 

Skipping breakfast and making 
do with a jam or cheese sandwich 
(in other words, refined flour, 
sugar and processed cheese), gob¬ 
bled hurriedly in the car seems to 
be the accepted norm these days. 
Lunch consists of a quick bite of 
oily noodles and evenings are 
spent fulfilling social obligations 
where consumption of oily junk 
food is mandatory. Frequent tea 
and coffee sessions with ‘clients' 
adds further toxins to the already 
overburdened body. 

The lack of systematic timings 
for eating and sleeping reduces our 
resistance and accelerates the ag¬ 
ing process. It is imperative to use 
food correctly as our diet affects 
our body condition but unfortu¬ 
nately most people eat to satisfy 
their taste buds rather than their 
dietary needs. Food can be used as 


a form of medicine and can help 
prevent many illness if one is wise 
enough to pick out the correct nu¬ 
trients from the food. 

Fruits and vegetables are the 
best sources of vitamins and min¬ 
erals and to maximize their bene¬ 
fits, they should be consumed 
fresh. If carrots are shredded and 
kept unused for more than 20 min¬ 
utes, most of the Vitamin A is 
oxidized, while cut lemons and 
oranges loose their Vitamin C con¬ 
tent in the same span of time. 
Sprouted pulses, whole grains like 
wheat, and other millets and dry 
fruits are all excellent sources of 
vitamins and minerals. 

Healthy living with vitamins: 
Many people live under the delu¬ 
sion, that the whole lot of junk 
food which they consume will not 
be detrimental to their health, be¬ 
ing as they are in the habit of 
taking vitamin supplements. But 
these supplements cannot substi¬ 
tute food and should never be used 
as a cover up for poor food 
choices. It surely would have been 
great if all our nutritional needs 
could have been successfully met 
by just swallowing a pill. But since 
this is impossible, food will al¬ 
ways be essential for a healthy life. 


So, what is healthy living all 
about? There is a joke which goes 
like this: An old man once ex¬ 
claimed "if I had known I was 
going to live for so long would 
have taken better care of myself.” 
We do not have control over he¬ 
reditary and genetic factors, but 
we can certainly do a lot about our 
diet. 
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Basic Tips: Be sure that the 
foods which you eat contain a suf¬ 
ficient quantity of Vitamin A, C 
and E, which happen to be the 
antioxidant vitamins and which 
help protect your cells against the 
wear and tear which occur due to 
age, stress and pollution. 


Foods rich in these vitamins are 
carrots, the whole category of 
fresh fruits and vegetables (par¬ 
ticularly papaya, oranges, toma¬ 
toes and water-melons) soya 
beans, walnuts and almonds. 

* If your digestive system per¬ 
mits you, eat some of your 
vegetables and fruits raw 
which will help maximize the 
benefits of their vitamin con¬ 
tents. Such raw foods besides 
being more filling help in 
weight reduction. 

* Lay off sugar. If you make do 
without colas, soft drinks, 
chocolates and ice creams, you 
will be avoiding a plethora of 
problems which include aging, 
obesity and appetite. 

* Pay attention to your proteins. 
With advancing years, you 
may need more proteins de¬ 
pending upon your physical 
conditions. Check with your 
physicians, and abstain from 
proteins only if found to be 
suffering from liver or kidney 
problems. Pulses, meat, fish, 
chicken, curd and soya are all 
good sources of protein. 

* Start walking. Walking is 
probably the most beneficial 
exercise since it does not stress 
the joints or injure the shoul¬ 
ders or neck. Moreover, one 
can walk for a lifetime, unlike 
other forms of exercise. 


(Courtesy Times of India) 


Smoking and 


Birth Defects 


California researchers have 
found that babies bora to women 
who smoke during early preg¬ 
nancy have double the risk for cleft 
tip and palate, deformities affect¬ 
ing more than 5000 infants nation¬ 
wide. An added factor sends die 
risk soaring: babies with a particu¬ 
lar gene variant have up to an 
eight-times-faigher risk. 

"This research clarifies why 
some babies have birth defects and 
some don’t”, says lead study 
author Gary M. Shaw. Before, re¬ 
searchers looked at either smoking 
or genes. Only when we looked at 
these factors in combination did 
the answer become clearer. ” 

California State health director 
Kim Belshe says the results have 
important implications for the one 
in four women who smoke during 
-early pregnancy. "Cutting out 
cigarettes could save many babies 
each year from the physical and 
emotional scars of these often se¬ 
vere oral deformities.” 

(— California Depa rtme nt cf 
Health Sendees) 




THOUGHT 




WHEN the stomach is full, the 
bead is empty. 

_ _ Anonymous 


PRAYER 

Noon. 

.13:08 


.20:13 

Dawn (tomorrow). 

.. 4:44 

Sunrise (tomorrow). 

.. 6:25 
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place with fresh air. 
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A young English-speaking 
driver, holding an appreciation 
letter from a European embassy, 
is ready to work with embassies 
and foreign companies. 
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We Offer You the Best. 
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Foreword 

once socioeconomic supe- 
C^/xiority has now given way to 
neck and neck competition among 
global countries and societies. To¬ 
day’s completely strategic tools 
have their roots in fast data trans- 
missioc by die communications. 

In the king run human in f le ct 
will decide on the fete of any coun¬ 
try any society 


unlimited hidden data resources 
At present over 15,000 rural post 
and telecommunications offer serv¬ 
ices to villagers and over 6 million 
mobile and stationary phones na¬ 
tionwide have paved the way for 
point to point contact of the people. 
Furthermore, utilization of 5,000 
international telephone channels 
has linked the Iranians with the 

overseas teben mmumcatinps chan¬ 
nels. 


no productivity, because 
communication networks 
are infrastructures of the 
economy. 

0 Remote training is the most 
advanced toed for cultural 
promotion. 

0 In transportation, communi¬ 
cations have taken the place 
of urban and rural trips on 


l pen soliil evidences one c tin perceive ti competition amons developing societies in tend-m wifi, 
utuluslrud and global development process. Communications system has been chosen r/A* a proper 
kkuu for socioeconomic development. 


Technologic and scientific re¬ 
searches, advanced communica¬ 
tions, electronic financial systems, 
modem software, manpower train¬ 
ing and more intelligent manage¬ 
ment wiB play pivotal roles today 
and tomorrow in gaining eco¬ 
nomic, social and cultural advan¬ 
tage. 

At present there has been started 
a quest for new organization meth¬ 
ods. 

Upon solid evidences one can 
perceive a competition among de¬ 
veloping societies in tandem with 
industrial and global development 
process. fnmmimiMtiniK system 
has been chosen as a proper baas 
for socioeconomic development. 

Relying on the Islamic beliefs 
and norms as wefl as politicai-re- 


Application of information net¬ 
works and multipurpose services 
along wife data connections as well 
as post and telecommunications ex¬ 
clusive airport and remote evalu¬ 
ation facilities all have turned the 
country into a large training 
ground. These factors play well 
their role as vital elements in the 
social, economic and cultural pro¬ 
motion of the country! At the same 
time. Post Bank Network has 
spread its roots into die heart of 
villages to organize monetary and 
credit systems. 

Execution of two macro develop¬ 
ment plans with an annual growth 
of almost 5% has been made pos¬ 
sible in the light of communica¬ 
tions. This has turned a new leaf in 
the materialization of the society's 


one hand, and on the other 
hand, it has made possible 
the traffic control. 

0 Remote medical care dubbed 
as 'the multimillion-dollar 
industry*, has amplified pro¬ 
ductivity of medical activi¬ 
ties thus brought about 
public health and sanitation. 

0 National sovereignty with¬ 
out advanced communica- 


Nafional sovereignty ivllSiont advanced conmum in:tio:i 
duties has proven So be meaningless. 


ligious unity and enjoying ojti- 
miral social management, under 
ViIi-eFaqih orders, the Islamic Re¬ 
public of Iran is going to meet its 
real stand in international arena to 
be a pioneer in social, economic 
and cultural fields. 

Researches prove the possibility 
of intellectual thinking and acting 
on a data basis along with wove 
transmission rather than human 
commuting 


Seventeen years after the Islamic 
Revolution victory Iran has accom¬ 
plished outstanding achievements 
in conununicatioa systems includ¬ 
ing post and teleco mmunicati ons, 
which in turn, they have saved up 
time, expenditure, investment, 
manpower and fully utilization of 


potentialities along with promoting 
cultural, educational, social wel¬ 
fare, production, distribution and 
consumption awareness of die soci¬ 
ety. This has been made possible 
through creating data society by the 
^ of communications to meet the 
social and economic needs of die 
country. Such a strategy will re¬ 
place human commuting and 
money transfer with waves and let¬ 
ters. 

It may be concluded from die 
above that in the present decade no 
activity will bear fruit without 
.waiting use of the communications 
services. 

0 Without communication fa¬ 
cilities, economy will have 










tion facilities has proven to 
be meaningless. 

0 Applying remote evaluation 
technology has revolution¬ 
ized productivity of natural 
resources, geology, mines 
and ecological studies. 

0 Today’s scientific manage¬ 
ment should seek productiv¬ 
ity in exploitation of 
computer and information 
networks. 

0 Deprivation of poverty from 


In 1978, the number of installed 
telephone lines have been recorded 
75 lines and the penetration factor 
in the province stood at 2%. In 
1988 — the beginning of the First 
Five-Year Development Plan — 
the number of installed telephone 
lines doubled up and in 1993 — the 
end of the development plan — the 
rate exceeded 350,000 lines regis¬ 
tering a penetration factor of 8 per¬ 
cent. At present the factor stands at 
13.5 in the province and in the city 
(Isfahan) the rate shews 18%. Ful¬ 
fillment of telecommunications 


90% of rural population to the na¬ 
tional telephone network. 

Also he added in 1978 there had 
been only 7 telecommunications 
centers in the province while at 
present 110 centers are operational 
in die province which during die 
Construction Week 23 other tele¬ 
communications centers will be 
added to the network. 

Concerning the intercity chan¬ 
nels in 1978, 1060 intercity chan¬ 
nels connected Isfahan Province to 
other provinces while in 1988 only 
in Isfahan 2890 channels, in 1993 


die villages may be promis¬ 
ing by the active presence of 
post and telecommunica¬ 
tions. 

Engineer Behrana, a member of 
Islamic Republic Post Company's 
Board of Directors, in a press con¬ 
ference in Isfahan elaborated on the 
pivotal rede of post in facilitating 
communication ends saying: In our. 
society almost 20 billion work 
hours is allocated to postmanship. 
While if the task is pursued accord¬ 
ing to its routine and by die post, it 
will save up time and money. In 
otter words, almost 64.000W en¬ 
ergy is consumed for each commu¬ 
nication trip; while the task could 
be done consuming only 120W en¬ 
ergy, a telephone line which con¬ 
sumes only 1W energy, and a postal 
.parcel consuming only half a Watt 
energy 

Next Mr. Nadi-Four, managing 
director of Isfahan Telecommuni¬ 
cations Company referred to the 
forthcoming Construction Wsek in 
Isfahan Province and materializa¬ 
tion of 220 telecommunications 
projects during the week and com¬ 
pared the company's achievements 
during die years 1978,1988, 1993 
and 1996 2ti the province. 


programs in the province will soar 
penetration factor up to 15%. 

Comparing telephone lines de¬ 
velopment during die recent years, 
the managing director of Isfahan 
Telecommunications Company 
said the number of telephone lines 
in 1993 shows a 454% growth com¬ 
pared to that of 1978 and in 1996 it 
shows a 612% growth compared to 
1978. Also in 1978 there have been 
rally 28 telecommunications of¬ 
fices in Isfahan Province which in 
1988 the rate stood at 216, in 1993 
at 473 and in mid-July of the cur¬ 
rent year the rate exceeded 750 
offices. The growth rale shows 
1689% for 1993 as compared with 


8721 channels were operational 
and in mid-July of 1996 18094 
channels which will be promoted 
up to 25,000 channels by the end of 
the current year offer services to 
the people. 

Mr. Parvaresh, general director 
of Isfahan Post Company also at¬ 
tended die press conference and 
elaborated oa the achievements and 
agenda of the post company in Is¬ 
fahan Province. 

He said 5 post offices in Bahare- 
stan, Hassan-Abad Jargouyeh, 
Damaneh Fereidan, Amr-Abad 
and Gombovan of Shahreza will be 
operational during the Construc¬ 
tion Week costing almost 790 mil¬ 


1978 and 2378% for 1996 as com¬ 
pared with 1978. 

He revealed that during the cur¬ 
rent year, 82 telecommunications 
offices will be operational, 
whereas there had been only 28 
telecommunications offices in 
1978. 

Mr. Nadi-Four elsewhere said 
putting fiito operation of the above- 
mentioned offices will connect 


lion rials credit. 

He said the public insurance 
achievement by the post company 
in Isfahan has beep accomplished 
very well adding that family and 
personal insurance have been 
widely welcomed by the people. 
"Almost 15,000 people in the 
province are affiliated with the 
public insurance," he concluded. 
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Microsoft Helping 
i Former Rival Apple 


WASHINGTON — Software gi¬ 
ant Microsoft seeks to finance the 
development of Internet software 
for troubled rival Apple's flagship 
Macintosh personal computer, die 
Wall Street Journal reported re¬ 
cently. 


Microsoft's efforts to generate 
business for its erstwhile corpo¬ 
rate enemy are due in part to the 
company's fear of facing increas¬ 
ing anti-trust pressures should 
Apple disappear from the market, 
according to the journal. 

The investment also helps Mi¬ 
crosoft in its competition with 


Russia lames 
Reserve Team for 
ir Mission 


MOSCOW — Two Russian as¬ 
tronauts due to head for the Mir 
orbital station next weekend have 
been replaced because one of 
them was found to be suffering 
from a heart condition, Interfax 
reported recently. 

Gennady Manakov has been 

placed under observation after 
"minor” heart problems were de¬ 
tected during a routine health 
check, the Russian space agency 
announced. 

He and his partner Pavel Vi¬ 
nogradov will be replaced for 
next Saturday’s flight by Valery 
Korzun Et Alexander Kelery, 
who will join French astronaut 
Claudie Andre-Deshays aboard 
the Soyuz TM-24 MM for the 
two-week mission dubbed Cassio¬ 
peia. 

The Franco-Russian space 
missi on has been postponed sev¬ 
eral times for technical reasons 
sauce its initial June launch date. 

It is scheduled to blast off at 
19.17 (13:17 GMT) on August 17 
from Baikonur in Kazakhstan. cun 


Netscape Communications, the 
company whose dominance of In¬ 
ternet software design Microsoft 
wants to challenge. 

Microsoft may use $100,000 
cash grants to induce' small pro¬ 
grammers to write Internet appli¬ 
cations solely for the Apple 
Macintosh computers, in foe 
hopes of sustaining that com¬ 
pany’s market presence. 

Don Bradfort, foe director of 
Microsoft's new unit wants to 
“help make sure foal Apple’s 
market share stays between 8 and 
11 percent.” 

This year, it had fallen to 5.7 
percent, against eight percent last 
year and nearly 10 percent in 
1992. 

Gilbert Amelio, Apple’s chief 
executive officer, has made foe 
Internet foe linchpin of his corpo¬ 
rate strategy, and its success 
largely depends on the develop¬ 
ment of Internet applications for 
the Macintosh. 

The journal reports that some 
Apple executives, including Ellen 
Hancock, executive vice president 
of research and development, 
complain about Microsoft's self- 
interested decision. 

That Apple's Internet division 
views foe move favorably, if sus¬ 
piciously, is a testament to foe 
hard times foe company faces. 

That Amelio seeks closer ties 
with Microsoft shows tow impor¬ 
tant the Internet-based strategy is 
to those concerned about the fu¬ 
ture of the company. 

Apple simply “no longer rep¬ 
resents a significant threat” to 
Microsoft, foe journal concludes. 

Apple rode to success in the 
1980s partly on the strength of its 
“user-friendly” operating soft¬ 
ware. 

Analysts have said that the re¬ 
fusal to license Apple technology 
to imitators reduced its attractive¬ 
ness to software designers, who 
sought a larger audience for their 
programs. 


Swedish Police Bracing for 
Mazi Demonstration 


TROLLHAETTAN, Sweden — 
Swedish police are bracing for 
possible clashes on Saturday 
when hundreds of neo-Nazis from 
Northern Europe bold a march in 
TroUbaettan in southwestern Swe¬ 
den to commemorate foe death of 
Nazi leader Rudolf Hess. 


Ten busloads of anti-racists 
from Sweden, Denmark and Nor¬ 
way are also expected to bold a 
counter protest, even though they 
were denied permission to dem¬ 
onstrate by police. 

Many Trollhaettan residents 
said recently they were upset over 
the police's decision to grant foe 
neo-Nazis permission but deny 
die anti-racists permission. 

A Swedish Liberal Party offi¬ 
cial, Kjell Anderson, has ap¬ 
pealed the police's decision allow 
foe neo-Nazi protest, and a 
county administrative court is ex¬ 
pected to take a decision in foe 
coming days. 

Police said Monday that it was 
- obliged to grant the neo-Nazis 
permission in accordance, with 
Swedish freedom of expression 
laws, while the anti-racists* re¬ 
quest was denied because their 
sole purpose was to disrupt the 
neo-Nazi march. 


In a hid to calm anti-racists' 
fears, Trollhaettan police said it 
will “put to use” several recent 
_court rulings where neo-Nazis 
were convicted of racial agitation 
for wearing Nazi symbols and 
shouting “Sing HeU”. 

Police from across western 
Sweden will be called in for rein¬ 
forcement. 

Trollhaettan has been labeled a 
stronghold for neo-Nazism in 
Sweden after a Somali man was 
brutally beaten by a gang of neo- 
Naas three years ago and a 
mosque was burned down by 
members of the same gang 
shortly thereafter. 

Many of dm local businesses 
and. residents of Trollhaettan have 
called an politicians to amend the 
freedom of expression laws which 
they feel are outdated. 

“It is crazy that politicians 
can't put a stop to foe whole thing 
when they know it puts an entire 
city in fear,” bakery owner Bait 
Mueller said. 

“When foe people’s wishes are 
so different from foe laws then 
the legislators must examine 
whether the laws are properly 
formulated," Trollhaettan City j 
Council member Gert Inge An¬ 
dersson said. (AFP) 
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Indians Debate Jail Term for “Super Cop” 


NEW DELHI — India's most fa¬ 
mous police chief may end up in 
prison for slapping a woman's 
bottom at a party eight years ago, 
but the one-off elite case has 
sharply divided the country 
mainly on gender lines- 

Kanwar Pal Singh Gill, who 
won accolades for crushing a Sikh 
separatist drive in Punjab State, 
was convicted on August 7 of 
“outraging the modesty” of a 
woman bureaucrat and sentenced 
to three months’ rigorous impris¬ 
onment. 


The tall and sturdy Gill, popu¬ 
larly known as “super cop,” 
promptly sought bail and ap¬ 
pealed to a higher court to quash 


the sentence that stunned mil liens 
of Indians who see him as a na¬ 
tional hero. 

Rupan Deol Bajaj. foe bureau¬ 
crat who do gg edly pursued the 
case against GiO, is elated. And 
so are feminist groups and 
women across the nation who 
face sexual harassment at work. 

Gill, a Sikh who lives under 
heavy security since retiring as 
Punjab’s director general of po¬ 
lice in December, has refused to 
comment on the case. But his 
supporters are making up for his 
silence. 


of a mino r misdemeanor,” said 
Khushwant Singh, a Sikh and one 
of India’s finest writers in Eng¬ 
lish. 

“Maybe Gill should have been 
born in another age, an age which 
did not believe in dishonoring its 
heroes,” said Gbandan Mifcra, 
editor of the Pioneer , a popular 


“I am disgusted that Gill, the 
person who really saved Punjab, 
has been sentenced to jail because 


New Delhi daffy. 

Bajaj, 49, complained that 
Gill, then Punjab’s feared police 
chief, had slapped ber bottom at a 
party hosted by a senior colleague 
in the northern city of Chandigarh 
in July 1988. 

She filed a police complaint af¬ 
ter failing to secure an apology 
from Gill, who publicly dismissed 


foe episode as “trivial.** The case 
dragged on for years, thanks to 
Gill's high-profile image. 

“If it took eight long, arduous 
years to reach this stage despite 
all my connections and back¬ 
ground as a (senior) officer, what 
c hance an ordinary woman has 
(to secure justice)?” Bajaj re¬ 
marked in a recent interview. 

Most national newspapers have 
rallied behind Bajaj who is now 
seen as an icon for foe women's 


movement. 


Brinda Karat, a leftwing 
women’s activist, is.full of praise 
for Bajaj. 

“Very few women who suffer 
instances of sexual harassment 


Anti-Racism Latinos March 
Against Republicans, Democrats 


possess the means to sustain 


themselves for eight years like 
Rupan did,” she said. “In most 
cases women who complain be¬ 
come vulnerable to employers.” 

Bajaj also has fop sympathy of 
Kiran Bedi, India's first — and 


SAN DIEGO, California — 
Mexican Americans and immi¬ 
grants marched through the 
streets here recently to protest 
what they called racist policies to¬ 
ward Hispanics by both foe 
Democrats and Republicans. 

About 300 Hispanics, mostly 
of Mexican descent, rallied at 
Chicano Park under the banner 
“We didn't cross the border, you 
did” before inarching through the 
streets to foe site of foe Republi¬ 
can National Convention, which 
opened Monday at foe San Diego 
Convention Center. 

“How much more can we 
take,” asked Juan Martinez, a 25- 
year-old expressing deep frustra¬ 
tion. “We’ve been screamed at, 
kicked at and thrown out of foe 
country. We are not going to take 
it anymore.” 

Immigration has become one 
of foe bot-button issues during die 
presidential election campaign, 
and Hispanics, mostly Mexicans, 
j say they have become scapegoats 
for America’s ills. 

Behind Martinez was a wall of 
picket signs that read “Baste con 
radsmo del partido Republi- 
cano,” “Tear down foe border” 
and “Clinton hates Mexicans”, 
carried by members of the Na¬ 
tional Chicano Moratorium Com¬ 
mittee. 

Among the gathering were 
about two dozen “Brown Berets” 
who support returning parts of the 
U.S. Southwest, including Cali¬ 
fornia, to Mexico. 

“It is our land,” read one 
sign. Another said, “Deport foe 
two-party system.” 

They are among the more mfii- 
tast of Hispanic organizations 
mobilizing nationwide to confront 
bipartisan efforts to stem foe flow 
of immigrants and to slash social 
services available even to legal 
immigrants. 

But they took their message to 
the front gates of die Republican 

convention, a message font will. 
be echoed louder in days to crane 

as some of foe more estab l ished 
organizations descend on San Di¬ 
ego. 

The Republican immigration 
plank drafted last week declares 
support of a constitutional amend¬ 
ment that would prohibit children 
born in foe United States of ille¬ 
gal immigrants from automat¬ 
ically becoming citizens. 

The proposal in effect would 
abolish the 130-year-okl 14th 
Amendment which confers citi¬ 
zenship to all ihose horn in foe 


United States. Delegates will vote 
on the plank this week. 

This comes after President Bill 
Clinton has also proposed curbing 
benefits to immigrants and has 
touted his policy of tightening foe 
United States’ southern border 
with Mexico. 

“Because we are marching on 
the Republicans does not mean 
we support Clinton,” said com¬ 
mittee chairman Pablo Aceves. 
“The Democrats can no longer 
count on us.” 

The immigration issue was 
cast in high relief when two 
Mexican aliens were beaten by 
California police after a high¬ 
speed chase. The beating, which 
was videotaped and aired on tele¬ 
vision, heightened tensions on 
both sides of foe border. 

On Sunday, a small group of 
Mexicans, protesting what they 
claim are anti-immigration poli¬ 
cies, blocked traffic for one hour 
at the busy San Ysidro border 
crossing and urged Mexicans to 
boycott San Diego. 

Cars were backed up for about 
a half-mile on the Mexican 
of the busiest land entrance into 
the United States. Mexican police 
stood by but took no action. 


Jaime Cruz, the Los Angeles 
coordinator for the National CSri- 
cano Moratorium Committee, in¬ 
sisted that the North American 
Free Trade Agreement so ardu¬ 
ously pushed by both CKntnn and 
the Republicans has institutional¬ 
ized oppression of Mexicans. 

“NAFTA is institutional, 
structured exploitation of Mexi¬ 
can workers by U.S. companies 
that make high profits while the 
workers still get tow wages,” 
Cruz said. 

The Republican platform, 
meanwhile, would prevent illegal 
aliens from receiving benefits, 
other than emergency aid, and 
those children boro of illegal ali¬ 
ens would not be eligible for so¬ 
cial benefits. 

Immigration rights advocates 
say the Republican policies feed 
■ anti-imnrigration sentiment in this 
city just 24 kilometers (15 miles) 
north of foe U.S.-Mexican bor¬ 
der, whose population is about 25 
percent Hispanic. 

On Wednesday, a Hispanic 
summit is scheduled at San Di¬ 
ego’s conceit hall where some of 
foe leading Hispanic and labor 
leaders wrffl addresss what is ex¬ 
pected to be large gathering, cun 


most decorated — woman police 
officer. “The judge proved that 
everyone, including a super cop, 
is equal in foe eyes of foe law.” 

Not everyone sees it in that 
light. 

Some say Gill should have 
been made to apologize and par¬ 
doned considering his role in 
crushing the bloody Sikh separa¬ 
tist campaign which claimed 
25.000 lives over a decade in 
Punjab. 

Few victims of rape and as¬ 
sault in India ever get justice. 
Most cases drag on for years, 
often decades, because of red tape 
and legal wrangles. Many women 
from poor families cannot afford 
legal fees. 

One columnist, Tavtoen Singh, 
said foe Bajaj episode would only 
spark more charges of sexual har¬ 
assment, and “We will have any 
number of well-bran sisters ... 
stalking celebrities and then tak¬ 
ing them to court.” 


For years. Gill faced accusa¬ 
tions of ordering cold-blooded 
murders of suspected Sikh xnffi- 
tants. His men were denounced 
by human rights groups. But he 
survived all that—until Bajaj de¬ 
cided to put him in his place, cun 
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CAPETOWN, South Africa (August 11 ): Members of People against Gangsterism and rw» mirj™ 

flee as police fire tear gas at them during a confrontation with gangsters in Hanover 

Those PAGAD supporters broke awav from the nuinominfifmuinniM-s._ j- CapeTWMU 


Those PAGAD support*, brokeawayfrom.be main gmop Ca P e . Tow "~ 
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■4w epidemic of food poisoning is only the latest 
Japanese disaster. Why can’t the government cope? 


rA 18 months Japan has been 
rocked by a devastating 
earthquake, a subway nerve-gas at¬ 
tack and a serious of financial scan¬ 
dals. Now comes a deadly 
infectious disease and name fear. 
After school on July 11, a IO-year- 
* old named Ai and scores of other 
children from Kuze Ele mentary 
School in Sakai, southeast of 
Osaka, were admitted to the Sen- 
boku Kinen hospital; a small pri- 
vate facility down the hill from her 
family’s tiny apartment The chil¬ 
dren complained of vomiting and 
diarrhea. Doctors, assuming they 
were treating simple food poison¬ 
ing gave them antibiotics and sent 
most of them home. But within 
days, thousands of kids with the 
same symptoms were streaming 
^nto Senboku Kinen and other hos¬ 
pitals in Sakai and neighboring 
Osaka. When Ai’s condition wors¬ 
ened, she was transferred to 
Osaka’s Kansai University Medi¬ 
cal Center. There she seemed to 
rally. Last Tuesday afternoon she 
was sitting in bed joking with doc¬ 
tors. Hours later, her lungs began 
hemorrhaging, and she was soon 
gone. 

Ai’s sudden death underscores 
♦foe tragic consequences of a food- 
poisoning epidemic that the World 
Health Organization has declared 
"Unprecedented" in modem his¬ 
tory. The outbreak started May 
28, in Oku, a fishing village 180 
km west of Osaka. Since then, at 
least eight people have died and 
more than 8,500 have fallen ill, 
with cases reported in nearly every 
prefecture in Japan. The culprit is 
0157:H7, an unusually virulent 
strain of die common Escherichia 


ccU bacterium. Most forms of the 
microbe are inoffensive creature 
that reside harmlessly in die intes¬ 
tines of animals, including hu¬ 
mans. But 0157 is a nasty variant 


crisis calls into question yet again 
the competence of Japan’s bureau¬ 
crats. In newspaper editorial, on 
television and radio talk shows and 
on city streets, Japanese are blam¬ 
ing their government for not fac¬ 
ing up to the threat of the 
pestilence in time to restrain it. 

"There is no infrastructure to 


days after the first report of food 
poisoning in Okayama, two ele¬ 
mentary school girls died from 
0157. During June, cases ap¬ 
peared almost daily in Nagoya, 
Kanagawa, Hiroshima and even 
Tokyo. By the time the epidemic 
had spread to 15 prefecture on 
June 21, the Ministry of Health 



that produces acute illness, and 
sometime death, in its human 
hosts. The scourge has been most 
devastating .in Sakai 
(pop.801,000), where as of last 
week 6,437 people, most of diem 
elementary school children, had 
taken sick. 

The epidemic is another painful 
blow to the Japanese psyche: a 
nation that prides itself on fastidi¬ 
ous standards of hygiene finds it¬ 
self assailed by a disease that 
thrives and spreads through un¬ 
sanitary practices such as people’s 
failure to wash their hands. The 


cope with 9 risis in Japan,” Fumes 
Yuji Morisawa, a doctor of medi¬ 
cine at the University of Tokyo. " 
This is just like the Kobe earth¬ 
quake." 

As catastrophes go, the 0157 
epidemic cannot compare with the 
temblor that destroyed Kobe and 
killed 6,300 people in January 
1995. But crisis hurl the same 
charge that was made in the after¬ 
math of the quake, that the devas¬ 
tation would not have been as great 
if their government had been pre¬ 
pared, or at least willing to make 
tough decisions, fast. Just eight 


Gambians Vote in Favor 
of New Constitution 


BANJUL —Gambians have voted 
■overwhelmingly in favor of a new 
constitution aimed at restoring de- 
finocracy to the Wfest African coun¬ 
try two years after a bloodless 
military coup, foe electoral com¬ 
mission chairman said.. 

The chairman Gabriel Roberts 
said 70.4 percent had voted “yes" 
in Thursday’s referendum, held two 
years after the coup, led by 31 
year-old army Captain "Yhliya Jam- 
meh, ousted Sir Dawda Jawara, 
who had ruled foe English-speak¬ 
ing \*fest African nation ■ for 30 
years. 

According to official figures, 
£ 270,193 votes were cast in favor 
and 123,744 against, as more than 
80 percent of foe electorate took 
part in foe poll. 

Only two of the country’s 41 
constituencies opposed the pro¬ 
posed constitution, which foresees 
parliamentary democracy under 
which a two-thirds parliamentary 
majority vote of censure can dis¬ 
miss foe president. 

The next step m the democratic 
process will be a lifting of foe ban 
on political parries imposed when 
^ Jammeh came to power. 

Approval of the constitution, 
which has faced international criti¬ 
cism, also paves the way for elec¬ 
tions for a head of state and a 
National Assembly before foe end 
of foe year, although the exact tim¬ 
ing is uncertain. 

Casting his ballot in the capital 
Thursday, Jaxnmeh urged Gambi¬ 
ans to take part in the process to¬ 
wards democracy, saying: “the 
referendum is meant to empower 


the people.” 

Gambians heeded his call, with 
reports of queues of people, some 
up to a kilometer (half a mile) long, 
outside some polling booths in foe 
capital and neighboring suburbs. 

The final draft of the constitu¬ 
tion, published only four days be¬ 
fore foe referendum, proposes a 
parliamentary system in which the 
National Assembly can dismiss 
both foe government and foe presi¬ 
dent by a two-thirds majority vote. 

The referendum is the result of a 
pledge fay Jammeh. who seized 
power in July 1994. to bring about 
return to civilian rule in two years 
—a vow made underpressure from 

Wfestem creditors. 

Presidential c andidates have to 
be aged between 30 and . 65. That 
makes Jammeh eligible, although 
he has never spoken of running for 
office, but eliminates Jawara, aged 
72. 

Jawara, who took refuge in Lon¬ 
don, still feces charges relating to 
an alleged fraud involving $41 mil¬ 
lion raised fay the sale of crude oil 
supplied by Nigeria. 

One of foe two constituencies 
which opposed foe new'constitu¬ 
tion is foe seat of a former Jawara 
Minister, Yahya Ceesay. 

The constitution provides for a 
special court to fight corruption, 
and bars from elective office any¬ 
one sacked for corruption or em¬ 
bezzlement. That means most of 
the luminaries of foe previous re¬ 
gime, more than 30 of whom are 
still in prison, will be unable to run 
for foe presidency. 


Jammeh is veil regarded here 
for foe pitiless way he has tackled 
corruption and for managing to get 
the country back to work. 

However, Amnesty International 
had criticized the final draft, saying 
'it still contains “alarming threats” 
to human rights. 

“It is essential that no govern¬ 
ment has the power to violate fun¬ 
damental human rights such as foe 
right to life and freedom from tor¬ 
ture," the organization said. 

Amnesty said it was concerned 
that foe constitution grants foe mili¬ 
tary government, its ministers and 
all appointees total immunity Tiom 
prosecution. “This denies victims 
of human rights violations their 
right to judicial remedies.” 

In addition, the new law allows 
fundamental human rights to be 
removed in any unspecified “state 
of public emergency,” which would 
leave Gambians vulnerable, it said. 

Last month, Commonwealth 
Secretary General chief Emeka An- 
yaoku said while he was satisfied 
with Jammeh’s efforts towards de¬ 
mocracy, he was still concerned 
about the continued ban on political 
parties. 

Jammeh has promised to lift the 
ban immediately after the referen¬ 
dum, which would leave one month 
to prepare for the presidential poll 
which he says is to be held on 
September 11. 

But the electoral commission, 
responsible for organizing elec¬ 
tions, is recommending a delay of 
three months after the party ban is 
lifted. (afp) 


had issued a series of unspecific 
directives to officials to prevent 
food poisoning. But there were no 
announcements to the general pub¬ 
lic, and foe ministry did not con¬ 
vene a special 0157 
crisis-managements until July 16. 

The worst blundering occurred 
in Sakai, where foe epidemic 
broke July 11 and spread instantly. 
During foe next four days, 1 of 
every 8 elementary school chil¬ 
dren was afflicted. City officials 
were as confused as parents. On 
July 13 they informed doctors of 
a “suspected" outbreak of the 0157 
bacterium. Sanitation workers 
sprayed disinfectant through foe 
city’s worst affected schools. In 
desperation, authorities closed the 
entire school system. 

On the morning of July 15, the 
numbers of those infected was 
2,836; by4p.m., 3,791. Still, foe 
first comprehensive public an¬ 
nouncement of the problem didn’t 
come until three days later, and 
then in the form of leaflets urging 
sanitation precautions. 

Last week, belatedly, Japan be¬ 
gan confronting the 0157 epidemic 
with foil force. Swimming pods 
in afflicted areas were closed, sev¬ 
eral summer festivals were can¬ 
celed, and supermarket chains 
suspended sales of certain beef 
products. Orders went out to in¬ 
spect all slaughter-houses and 
meat-packaging plants, and health 
centers were opened for free blood 
and stool tests. Those are impor¬ 
tant steps. But they still leave open 
foe question of whether Japan’s 
bureaucrats will follow through 
and reform the country’s approach 
to infectious disease. Those who 
hold power in Japan have long 
assumed that the world could be 
shaped as they saw fit. But this 
summer's epidemic offers yet an¬ 
other stark reminder that compla¬ 
cency can spell disaster. Time 

Perot Candidate Could Pose 
Threat to Dole 

WASHINGTON (AFP) —The pos¬ 
sible presidential candidacy of 
Tfcxas billionaire Ross Perot could 
pose a “mortal threat” to Republi¬ 
can Bob Dole's White House bid. 
Dole's Conservative Republican ri¬ 
val Pat Buchanan said. 

“The Perot candidacy ... is a 
mortal threat to foe Republican 
Party in 1996,’’ Buchanan told CBS 
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Amnesty Denounces Torture 
in Palestinian Prisons 


OSLO — Amnesty International 
has condemned the use of torture 
in Palestinian prisons, and 
launched a campaign in favor of 
one brutally tortured inmate, foe 
-daily Norwegian Aftenposten 
quoted a spokesman as saying 
Tuesday. 

The Director of Amnesty’s 
Norwegian branch, Jan Bergen, 
who has just returned from a one- 
week trip to the Gaza Strip, told 
aftenposten that the situation in 
prisons there was "worse" than he 
had expected. 

He said he had presented Pales¬ 
tinian authorities with "informa¬ 
tion oo serious abuses concerning 
half of the some 400 (Palestinian) 
political prisoners. ” 

Borgen said seven inmates had 
died' in Palestinian prisons sinee 
September 1993, which marked 
the beginning of Palestinian auton¬ 
omy in the West Bank and Gaza 
Strip. 

This week Amnesty began 
campaigning for a 31 year-old 
prisoner from foe West Bank, 


whose life is threatened, Borgen 
said. 

He said Nasser Joma was 
abused foe same night another 
prisoner, Mahmud Jemayel, suc¬ 
cumbed to injuries after being tor¬ 
tured. 

The aftenposten said last week 
that Joma had been seen by other 
fellow inmates, "lying on the 
ground, wearing only underwear, 
his body marked with bruises and 
numerous bunts." 

"We call on PLO Chief Yasser 
Arafat to clearly distance himself 
from torture and to take steps so 
that this kind of abuse does not 
happen again in Palestinian pris¬ 
ons," Borgen said. 

Borgen, who traveled to the 
Gaza Strip with Liz Hodgkin, an 
Amnesty delegate in charge of the 
Middle East in London, was not 
able to meet with Arafat. 

Amnesty urged countries con¬ 
tributing to the Gaza Strip's devel¬ 
opment to put pressure on the 
Palestinian authorities to respect 
human rights. (AFP) 


Food Rid on Way to Burundi as 
Embargo Restrictions Eased 


NAIROBI — Seven trucks loaded 
with aid from the UN World Food 
Programe left Tanzania for the 
border of sanctions-bound 
Burundi on Tuesday, after the Dar 
es Salaam government eased 
restrictions on humanitarian aid. 

The aid convoy is due to cross 
into Burundi on Wednesday, ac¬ 
cording to Brenda Barton, foe 
WFP’s spokeswoman in Nairobi. 

The convoy of trucks, loaded 
with 210 tons of beans which will 
be distributed to refugees at 
Ngozi, in northern Burundi, will 


have a Burundi army escort once 
it crosses foe bonier. 

WFP Executive Director Cath¬ 
erine Bert ini welcomed Tanza¬ 
nia's decision, which softened its 
earlier stance that aid would only 
be allowed through in extreme cir¬ 
cumstances. 

"We hope foe same spirit of 
cooperation will prevail among 
other countries of the region to 
ensure that humanitarian relief op¬ 
erations are not derailed as a result 
of the sanctions," Bertini said in 
statement. (AFP) 


China Set to Move 32,000 
Villagers in 3 Gorges Project 


BEUING — More than 32,000 
villagers will be resettled in the 
coming months as part of a 
massive scheme to relocate more 
than a million people to build the 
three gorges dam on the Yangtze 
River, Xinhua reported Tuesday. 

The 32,000, who will be moved 
out by the end of the year, live in 
Sichuan Province, upstream of the 
dam, which is being built in neigh¬ 
boring Hubei Province. 

The authorities have earmarked 
826 million yuan ($100 million) 
for investment in civil engineering 
and another 460 million in indus¬ 
trial structures, the official news 


agency reported. 

The three gorges, a dream of 
generations of Chinese rulers, has 
been strongly criticized for its so¬ 
cial impact as well foe feared en¬ 
vironmental repercussions it may 
have. 

The construction of foe dam 
began in 1994 and its first gener¬ 
ators will begin to produce elec¬ 
tricity in 2003. The station will 
have a production capacity of 84.6 
billioo kilowatt hours. 

The project is estimated to cost 
around $17.5 billion but its critics 
say this is a huge underestimate. 

(AFP) 


Bosnian Refugees Could Begin 
Returning in October 


BONN — The return home of 
320,000 Bosnian refugees now in 
Germany could begin from 
October 1, foe President of the 
German Red Cross Knut Ipsen 
said in an interview published here 
on Saturday. 

Single people without families, 
television. 

Perot, who garnered 19 percent 
of the vote in 1992 as an inde¬ 
pendent presidential candidate, an¬ 
nounced that he would run again this 
year if nominated in August by his 
new reform party. The election is 
November 5. 

Richard Lamm, former three- 
time governor of Colorado who said 
last week he would seek die Reform 
Party nomination said the up-and- 
coming party needed new blood. 

(AFP) 


childless couples and those whose 
children are in Bosnia should be¬ 
gin returning from that date, Ipsen 
was quoted as saying by the news¬ 
paper the Neuen Os nab meeker Zei- 
tung. 

Ipsen praised the decision taken 
hy Germany's national and state 
interior ministers to push back the 
first departures, initially fixed for 
July 1, until October. 

He also said he considered it 
positive that the federal adminis¬ 
trative court had ruled that Muslim 
refugees from Serb-controlled ter¬ 
ritories could not be given asylum 
in Germany. 

Recognising the principle of 
right of asylum would be to go 
against the aims of the Dayton 
Peace Accords for Bosnia-Herze- 
govina, signed last December, he 
said. (AFP) 
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The Sudeten Standoff 


Nuclear Disarmament Commission 
Accuses Five Declared Powers 


Germany and the Czech. Republic stiU can*t heal deep wounds 
dating back to World War H 


based in Munich and the bead of 
the Heritage Union, which repre¬ 
sents the Sudeten Germans: “The 
expulsion was, illegal under inter- 


European Cup Football, the 
w^tules guarantee a result: If a 
game is tied after 90 minutes, extra 
time is played, and if that fails, the 
winner is decided in a goal shoo¬ 
tout. In last month's final, Ger¬ 
many scored the decisive goal 
against the Czech Republic in extra 
time. Diplomacy, unfortunately, is 
a less definitive game than football 
and can produce an interminable 
deadlock. Which is what has hap¬ 
pened between this year’s Wem¬ 
bley finalists in a much more 
serious contest that has lasted half 
a century. 

Although the two nations have 
formal diplomatic ties, Germany’s 
relations with the Czech Republic 
remain worse than with the other 
eight nations on its borders. Both 
sides hoped to ease these tensions 
in a “declaration" that would re¬ 
solve their differences. But last 
week both Bonn and Prague con¬ 
ceded they were back at stalemate. 

At issue is what happened after 
1945 to Germans living in what 
was Czechoslovakia’s Sudetenland, 
territories along the Czech borders 
to die north, west and south. Ger¬ 
man settlers had been invited by 
Bohemian monarchs back in the 
12 th century to develop these unin¬ 
habited regions, and eventually 
more than 3 million of them were 
living there as Czech citizens. 
Then, in 1938, along came Hitler 
to annex the Sudetenland with the 
enthusiastic support of the Sudeten 
Germans, and then to swallow the 
whole country. The Nazi atrocities 
in Czechoslovakia have been well 
documented, but the Sudeten Ger¬ 
man’s fate at the hands of the 
Czechs after the war was over is 
less widely known. Thousands of 
them were summarily killed, and 
some 3 million of those who 
weren’t had their citizenship re¬ 
voked and their property confis¬ 
cated before being expelled. 

Sudeten Germans who rebuilt 
their lives in Germany, particularly 
Bavaria, are now prosperous and 


. uJ i ;¥ | 



Konrad Henlein, leader of 
the Sudeten Germans, 
addresses the crowd in the 
town of Eger, just inside the 
Czech border with Germany, 
as young girls in local 
costume give the Nazi salute 
and Hitler looks on 


wield considerable influence over 
the narrow-majority government of 
Chancellor Helmut Kohl. They in¬ 
sist enmity must not be formally 
ended until the Czech Republic 
apologizes for the expulsions; ac¬ 
knowledges die “homeland right” 
of Sudeten Germans, meaning in 
practice dual German-Czech citi¬ 
zenship; and offers some recom¬ 
pense for confiscated property. 
Says Franz Neubauer, 66 , a banker 


national law, and no Bonn govern¬ 
ment can make it legal through a 
decree.” Ingeborg Neumeyet, 66 , 
a retired journalist now living near 
Munich. lost all her family when 
they were expelled from their home 
near the city of Bmo in 1945. “The 
Czechs could at least say they are 
sorry,” she says, and despite en¬ 
countering “considerable hate” 
when visiting Bmo, she insists on 
her right to return to “my home, ” 


Sanctions Will Only 
olate U.S.: Indian Media 


NEW DELHI — The U.S. move to 
impose sanctions on Iran is a 
’counter productive stuff. It in¬ 
vites the U.S. isolation and not that 
of Iran. This is what the media 
personalities of India commonly 
hold on the latest American attempt 
to reduce Iran to pariah. 

They, most of them prolific writ¬ 
ers on international issues, told 
IRNA that Washington’s European 
allies are taking it as an American 
attempt to sabotage their commer¬ 
cial interests in Iran. Its allies in 
Asia see it as a prelude to a crisis 
shr.i will, in that eventuality, engulf 
them also. Even those who do not 
sesna to be directly affected by the 
U.S. move are snubbing it. 

Nikiiil Chakravarty, editor of the 
Indian English weekly. Main¬ 
stream, laments, “Without any 
proof whatsoever, Clinton has held 
Libya and Iran responsible for vari¬ 
ous acts of terrorism in the U.S. and 
abroad.” 

“Unmindfully blaming the en¬ 
emy stales of sponsoring terrorism 
is srlf-de-esusm. This will enhance 
&*- --~bt obci:’. die a-fr.e.nicity o: 
u-.z L.S. claJrrs about other coun¬ 


tries’ indulgence in terrorist activi¬ 
ties on its soil”, says K. K. Katyal, 
the editor-in-chief of the Indian 
English newspaper. The Hindu . 

Col. Rama Sarma, the editor-in- 
chief of English newspaper Na¬ 
tional Herald is more forthright in 
his comments. He says that the 
world public opinion is that it is 
Iran which is the target of Ameri¬ 
can terrorism. How can we forget 
the U.S. sailors having brought 
down Iranian passenger plane in 
late 80 s,” he says. 

Media people here say that by 
Unking the sanctions with the al¬ 
leged sponsoring of terrorism by 
Iran what the U.S. is trying is to 
give its action, what Katyal says. *a 
sheen of legitimacy’. 

“I will cal] the sanctions as a 
tnovs to arrest Iran’s economic and 
political progress of late,” says M. 
K. Dear, the diplomatic editor of 
The Hindustan Times, one of In¬ 
dia’s largest selling national daily. 
So says X. P. Nayar, the diplomatic 
editor of the English national daily 
of India, Ssprvss the U.S. 

wants *.o put a braks on European 
ci'icnimcs JiSCOkwp. of irjipor- 


tanc£ of Iran in the post Cold Whr 
international economic order. 

Katyal calls it an act of ’mutual 
denial’. The U.S. does not want 
Europe to cash in on its economic 
and political absence from Iran. 

Apart from sabotaging Europe- 
Iran rapprochement, the U.S. nuy/e 
has a domestic connotation, says 
Rama Sarma adding, Clinton, like 
his predecessors, finds the question 
of Iranian involvement in terrorist 

activities an emotional Issue to ex¬ 
ploit to comer the votes of the U.S. 
people, scared by a spate terrorist 
violence on their soil of late. 

“If die Bush presidential cam¬ 
paign tried to act as a part of the 
U.S. stand on Iran, Mr. Clinton this 
time is hanking on Iran, without 
realizing that this is a very danger¬ 
ous game,” says Chakravarty. 

“sanctions are scantily going to 
survive,” says Chakravarty, “and 
I think I don’t need to tell you that 
the threat of sanctions agajnst Iran 
has provoked highly critical reac¬ 
ting from European Union.” 

Cfi India’s reaction to the US. 
move, Dhar says, India must ex¬ 
press its solidarity v. jtii ^rsn. 


For most Czechs, of course, it’s 
not so clear-cut. They argue that 
apart from the horrors that Czechs 
suffered at the hands of the Nazis, 
many Sudeten Germans collabo¬ 
rated with Hitler's invading troops. 
Says die Speaker of the Czech Par¬ 
liament, Milos Zemam “The de¬ 
portation of the Sudeten Germans 
was the logical consequence of 
Wbrld Whr II and of the* activities 
of the German population in the 
former Czechoslovakia.” Zeman 
insists that alterations to the decla¬ 
ration of reconciliation, prepared 
by the foreign ministries of both 
countries, will be rejected by the 
Czech Parliament if they concede 
to the demands of the Sudeten 
lobby in Germany. Despite that 
firm line, Czech President Vaclav 
Havel in 1990 described the expul¬ 
sion as “deeply immoral,” and 
Czech novelist Pavel Kohout wrote - 
in the German weekly Die Rbche 
earlier this month that be could see 
two sides to the dispute. He warned 
what he called “professional patri¬ 
ots” among the Czechs that they 
mnst abandon the notion that 
Czech conduct after the war was 
justified on the basis of an eye for 
an eye. 

There is also some resentment of 
the power of the Sudeten lobby 
within Germany. In Bonn the for¬ 
eign affairs spokesman for the op¬ 
position Social Democrats, Gunter 
Verheugen, has referred to the 
Sudeten stance as “petty insistence 
on historical points of law that have 
no practical relevance but instead 
summon up deep fears in the Czech 
Republic.” 

The impasse is aO the more bi¬ 
zarre because the Czechs want to 
join the European Union, a step 
that requires the backing of Bonn. 
And yet Czech entry into the EU 
would at a stroke solve at least 
some of the Sudeten Germans’ 
grievances. Like European Cup 
Football, the EU has rules, among 
them the right of citizens to reside 
in other member states and to own 
property across borders. But Ger¬ 
man-Czech community spirit has 
returned toa low ebb. The score for 
diplomacy remains 0 - 0 . 

(Courtesy the Time) 


SYDNEY — A report on disarma¬ 
ment presented to Australian Prime 
Minister John Howard by art inter¬ 
national team "Wednesday called on 
the five declared powers to take the 
lead eliminating nuclear weapons. 

The 17-member Canberra Com¬ 
mission on the Eliminatioa of Nu¬ 
clear Weapons said nuclear 
weapons went held by “a hand fid 
of stales which insist that these 
weapons provide unique security 
benefits, and yet reserve uniquely 
to themselves the right to own 
them.” 

“This situation is highly dis¬ 
criminatory and tints unstable; it 
cannot be sustained,” tire report 
said. 

The Australian-sponsored com¬ 
mission called on the United States. 
Russia, Britain, France and China 
to “give the lead by committing 
themselves, unequivocally, to the 
elimination of all nuclear weap¬ 
ons.” 

It said such a move would propel 


the dtsannent process “in fee most 
direct and i magina tive way.” . 

The commission, set up by fee 
former Australian labor govern¬ 
ment last year amid international 
furore over Fiance's resumption of 
midear testing in the South Pacific, 
was charged with creating a blue¬ 
print for nuclear disarmament. 

s 

Its members include former 
French Prime Minister Michel Ro- 
card and former US. Defense Sec¬ 
retary Robert McNamara. 

Foreign Affairs Minister Alex¬ 
ander Downer said in a statement 
that the commission had adopted a 
“practical and realistic approach” 
to eliminate nuclear weapons. 

He said the report would be a 
major contribution to mternatiaoal 
debate on the issue when the gov¬ 
ernment gives it to the United Na¬ 
tions General Assembly in 
September. It wonld also go 
Conference on Disarmament next 
January. 
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Danish Citizens Given Right to 
Challenge Maastricht Treaty 
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COPENHAGEN — The Supreme 
Court here has given a group of 
Danish citizens the right to chal¬ 
lenge adhesion to the Maastricht 
Treaty as a violation of the Danish 
constitution, judical sources said 
Tuesday. 

“If the Court of Appeal and then 
the High Court condudes that (it 
is) a violation of the constitution, 
the consequence for Denmark 
would be to leave the treaty,” said 
University of Copenhagen public 
law Professer Henrik Zahle. 

The landmark ruling follows a 
1993 complaint lodged by U citi¬ 
zens against Prime Minister Poul 
Nyrup Rasmussen after Denmark’s 
membership of the European Un¬ 
ion was ratified in a second refer¬ 
endum in May of that yean 

They claimed that by joining 
Maastricht, the prime minister had 
allowed the transfer of sovereignty 
which bad not been authorized un¬ 
der the constitution. 

Rasmussen said in a statement 
feat the ruling casts doubt on Den¬ 
mark’s membership of the Euro¬ 


pean Union. 

“I have noted the decision of fee 
Supreme Court and feegowc nu ncnl 
expects that fee issue, raised 
certain people, to be clarified de¬ 
finitively,” fac said. uot) 

SC Wants Arms 
Embargo Respected 

UNITED NATIONS — The UN 
Security Council on Tuesday urged 
inter n ational compliance with a 
UN arms embargo against Somalia 
amid reports feat fictional fighting 
had again broken out following a 
key warlord's death. 

Council President Thao Eitel of 
Gennany said the Security Council •• 
reminded “all states, in particular 
neighboring countries, of their ob¬ 
ligation to implement folly the gen¬ 
eral and complete embargo - 
imposed on all deliveries of weap¬ 
ons and military equipment to So¬ 
malia.” 

Somalia’s neighbors are Kenya. 
Ethiopia and Djibouti. The tSf 
arms embargo has been in force 
since January 1992. 
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SRINAGAR. India (August 11 ): The pro-India National Conference President Farooq Abdullah mates a 
jrom! during a press conference in northern Kashmir where he announced that the National Conference 
would participate in stale legislative elections next month despite boycott calls by separatists. Abdullah, 
e former chief minister of Kashmir, said the party decided to throw its Sot in the election arena in a bid 
to end the dragging separatist campaign. 
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WORLD NEWS 


*• Wedensday August 7 

v^China Joins Outcry 
Against U.S. 

(j£2mu Wedensday joined a 
Tvnumberof countries to attack 
*, Washington’s decision to impose 
• sanctions on non-U. S. companies 
that trade with Inn and Libya. 

; Signing Twrkey-Israd 
Agreement Postponed 

tfdxtk&y and Israel have ppst- 
c '- €-/poned the signing of a coop- 
^ Oration agreement on defence 
technology due to-be finalized dur¬ 
ing an upcoming visit by a senior 
*• Israeli official this week. 

Separatists Appear 
J to Control Grozny 

Qpparatists appeared to control 
tJr most of Chechen capital with 
Russian troops held up in adminis- 
\ Jgative building and, according to a 
spokesman, preparing counter-of¬ 
fensive. 

Assad Rules Out 
Peace Talk With 
Israel 


(jffian President Hafez al-As- 
sadtnraedan Israeli offer for 
an immediate resumption of nego¬ 
tiation saymg the Zionist stale waif 
not comnntted to peace. 


Thursday August 8 

EU Lodges Protests 
With U.S. 


Q& Enropean Union protested 
J^/to die United Sates over die 
so-called <f Amato Act which call 
for sanctions against ’foreign oil 
companies investing in Iran or 
Libya. - 


Friday August 9 

Yeltsin Inaugurates 
2nd Presidential 
Term 




C/Zhn* Yeltsin was inaugu- 
t^Jnsed Friday for a second 
term as Russian president in a 
Kremlin ceremony overshadowed 
by renewed bloodshed in Chechnya 
and fears over his health. 

'■* Separatists Seize 
Key Buddings 




r/finp Russian officer admitted 

situation in Grozny was 

‘fondly out of control** as bitter 
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fighting raged across Chechen 
capital between federal soldiers 
and separatists. 

Egypt for 
Resumption of 
Israel-Syria Talks 

JUgypt has begun secret contacts 
^£^wtth Israel aimed at finding a 
compromise likely to lead to a re¬ 
sumption of stalled Israeli-Syrian 
peace talks, an Egyptian-official 
said. 

Saturday August 10 

Chernomyrdin 
Confirmed as 
Premier 

&jLnss\a's communist-dotin' 
Coated Lower House of Par¬ 
liament confirmed President Boris 
Yeltsin's choice of Viktor Cher¬ 
nomyrdin as the country’s next 
prime minister. 

Heavy Figjhting in . 
'Grozny 

(jgTbssam forces were reported 
have hunched a massive 
■offensive to recapture Grozny city 
center from Chechen fighters as foe 
battle for control of die capital 
reached a pivotal stage. 

New Ethiopian 
Attack in Somalia 

JUmiopian troops crossed die So- 
C Pmafia border again, anariWng 
bases in the central Galgudad re¬ 
gion. 

Sunday August s l 

150 Russians 
Killed or Wounded 
in Chechen Ambush 


Me/ # 



-Aotft 150 Russian troops 
eJ^veie killed or wounded in an 
attack by Chechens on remforce- 
ments in east Chechnya. 

Pakistani Leader of 
Striking Traders 
Arrested 

rf/pkice -arrested a leader of 
<L/strikhig traders bn fee-second 
day of a' nationwide shutdown of 
markets in protest at recently-im¬ 
posed sales and incomes taxes. 

Intercommunal 

Clashes in Cyprus 

A least one Greek-Cypriot 
g^XJ^yas killed and more than 25 


people wounded in clashes wife 
Turkish-Cypriots in UN-patrolled 
buffer zone, in the worst intcrcom- 
munal violence on this divided is¬ 
land since 1974. 

Monday August 12 

KmgFahad, 
Hussein Meet 





'tor me first tune in six years to 
discuss fee Middle East peace proc¬ 
ess and their reconcilation. 

Lebed, Chechen 
Chief Reach 
Agreement 



tfZJbssoLS Chechnya trouble^ 
£>/*^hootcr General Alexander 
Lebed and separatist chief of staff 
Aslan Maskhadov reached “95 
percent agreement** in negotiations 
on future ties between Grazney and 
Moscow. 

Bomb Blast Aboard 
Train in Russia 


/^Q^bonh exploded aboard 
train in southern Russia 
early Monday, injuring eight peo¬ 
ple, including three seriously. 

Powerful Typhoon 
Slams into Okinawa 

qAj *owerful typhoon slammed 
cJQftnta the southern Japanese 
island of Okinawa paralyzing ani¬ 
lines and shipping services and 
leaving an estimated 23,000 pas¬ 
sengers stranded. 

Jakarta Arrests 
Pro-Democracy 
Activists 


ones!an authorities have 
£L/arrested 10 pro-democracy 
activists and questioned Pramudya 
Ananta Tur, A leading novelist 
nominated several times for fee 
Nobel prize. 

Sri Lanka Fight Drags 
On, Temple Blast 
Injures 37 


JyjSiciate announced that mores- 
Hs than two dozens civilians 
were killed in fighting between 
government forces and Tamil Ti¬ 
ger rebels in northern Sri Lanka 
while a bomb ripped through a 
crowded Hindu temple elsewhere 
and wounded 37 people. 


Tuesday August 13 

Iraq Officially 

Condemns d f Amato 
Act 


{jyaqi foreign minister con- 
C-^denmed d'Amato act which 
called for tightening sanctions 
against Iran and Libya and said that 
it is against all fee internationally 
accepted rules and regulations and 
the UN Charter. 

Afghan PM 
Announces Ceasefire 
With Northern Rival 

-Aptian Prime Minister Gul- 
(LAJPouddin Hekmatyar an¬ 
nounced a ceasefire between his 
beleaguered Kabul government 
and one of its main rivals in the 
war-torn country. 

Bomb Injures Woman 
in Dagestani Capital 

^Axxab exploded in a street of 
(L^Q^Makhachkala, capital of the 
Russian Caucasus Republic of 
Dagestan, early, injuring a 
woman. One hour before the blast 
at 9:45 a.m. an anonymous caller 
warned police feat a bomb had 
been planted in a sewer on fee same 
street but the bomb disposal team 
could not reach the area in time. 

Arafat Protests Israeli 
Settler Move 



(y/j&estmmn leader Yasser Ara- 
eJ fat responded angrily to Is¬ 
rael’s decision to allow hundreds 
of new trailers to be set up in 
Jewish settlements in the occupied 
territories. 

Venezuela Suspends 
Some U.S.-Bound 
Flights 

The Venezuelan authorities an¬ 
nounced they had suspended 
flights to the United States by fee 
state-run'Zuliazia Airline to comply 
wife an agreement feat ended a 
brief safety row between the two 
countries. 


LOCAL NEWS 


Wednesday August 7 

U.S. Sanctions 
Doomed to Fail 

jlis Vice speaker and the 
/rCrccretary of Supreme Coun¬ 



cil fra- National Security, Hojja- 
toleslam Hassan Ruhani said the 
new U.S. law calling for sanctions 
against foreign companies that do 
business with Iran are doomed to 
foil. 


Thursday August 8 

Persian Gulf 
Security Essential 



n A \fee ERGC top brass 

Id in Mashhad fee IRGC 
Commander, Major General 
Mohsen Rezaee focussed an fee 
agenda of fee coordination of stra¬ 
tegic move against the conspirato¬ 
rial acts of enemies in order to 
counteract their designs against fee 
sovereignty of Islamic Republic of 
Iran. 


Romania, Iran 
Review Mutual 
Cooperation 

^TDbmanian officials are ex- 
f/fjloring practical ways to 
expand ties with Islamic Republic 
of Iran, said the Foreign Minister 
Teodor Viorel Melscanu. 


Saturday August 50 

4th Tabriz 
International Trade 
Fair Opens 

Fourth Tabriz Interna- 
C-/tional Trade Fair opened here 
at presence of the Majlis Speaker 
Hojjatoleslam Ali Akbar Nateq 
Nouri. 

c 

Erbakan Arrives in 
Tehran 

(Jlxxtish premier Necmettin Er- 

C/hakan, beading a h.gh level 



delegation, including Defense 
Minister Turhan Tayan, arrived in 
Tehran on a three day official visit 

Syrian Premier to 
Visit Iran 



f^was announced that Syrian 
tJr Prime Minister Mahmoud 
Zu’bi is to pay an official visit to 
the Islamic Republic of Iran next 
week. 


Sunday August 11 

Iran, Turkey to 
Expand 
Cooperation 



(jpz Supreme Leader of Islamic 
^-/Revolution Ayatollah Seyed 
Ali Khamenei, received visiting 
Turkish Premier, Necmettin Er¬ 
bakan, and said feat despite ene¬ 
mies' will, Tehran and Ankara will 
enhance their cooperation in all 
fields. 

Iran to Supply 
Electricity to 
Turkey 





JMectricity networks of Iran ai 
CPTurkey are to be connect 
and Iran will supply 30,000 kil 
watts of electricity to Turkey in tl 
first phase. 


Monday August 12 
Erbakan Winds Up 


Visit to Tehran 


^OTrkish Prime Minister, 
C_XNecmettin Erbakan con¬ 
cluded his three-day official visit tc 
Tehran on Monday and Left foi 
Pakistan. 
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\ Vrlth computers becoming 
W almost standard equip¬ 
ment, Repetitive Stress Injuries 
affect more aad more white-collar 

workers. 

An air-conditioned computer¬ 
ized office seems an unlikely 
place for a work-related injury. 
Yet, more and more white-collar 
workers in hi-tech offices are 
complaining of disorders involv¬ 
ing hands, wrists, arms, shoul¬ 
der* neck and back. The 
common factor in most cases is 
swelling and growing pams at one 
of theps sites. 

No, it is no mysterious virus. 
Doctors investigating the problem 
track it back to nons t o p computer 
keyboards or similar equipment. 
Hi-tech machines in various 
trades are becoming so highly 
productive that flesh-aod-blood 
operators find it difficult to keep 
pace. A busy computer da la-entry 
worker, for instance, hits her 
thumb rai the space-bar several 
thousand times a day. With years 
of overuse, tbs delicate muscles 
and tendons around the thumb can 
become inflamed and swollen. 
The pressure on nearby nerves 
may increase, leaving the user in 
excruciating pain and incapable of 
using her machine. 

The many variations of this 
problem are now covered by a 
common name — Repetitive 
Stress Injury (RSI), also known 
as Cumulative Trauma Disorder. 
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No statistics are available for In¬ 
dia, but the U.S. Bureau of Labor 
Statistics recently reported that in 
their heavily mechanized work 
env irc»unfint, 48 percent of ail oc¬ 
cupational injuries were RSI. 

With computer keyboards be¬ 
coming almost standard equip¬ 
ment, Repetitive Stress Injuries 
crop up most frequently in mod¬ 
em offices. But anyone who 
s P e nds long hours in repetitive 
motion every day is at risk of iq- 
jnring the muscles and joints in¬ 
volved. This includes post-office 
staff involved in nonstop sorting 
and stamping, assembly-line 
workers and packers. Swollen 
finger joints is a common com¬ 
plaint among children who earn 
their living by rolling thousands 
of bidis a day. Musicians and ath¬ 
letes in heavy practice can also be 
struck by RSI. The condition 
could begin with the occasional 
ache or numbness, later leading 
to a permanently painful condi¬ 
tion. 

Why are Repetitive Stress In¬ 
juries in tiie limelight now, al¬ 
though people have been working 
at repetitive jobs since time im¬ 
memorial? Why didn't the typists 
who slaved over stiff typewriters 
complain of RSI, while modem 
operators working on “soft- 
touch” keyboards need treatment 
for swollen wrists? To some ex¬ 
tent, such injuries probably went 
unreported. (What was earlier 


known as a tennis elbow or 
housemaid's knee would now be 
called a Repetitive Stress Injury!) 

But there are also other rea¬ 
sons, say RSI specialists. Jobs are 
becoming more specialized. A 
few decades ago, the office clerk 
got relief from the keyboard when 
he got up to file, attended the 
phone or walked to other depart¬ 
ments. Now that every thing from 
record-search to faxing, proof¬ 
reading to filing is done on com¬ 
puter, the office worker is 
pounding the keyboard almost 
nonstop all day. There's less old- 
fashioned paper insertion or car¬ 
riage-throwing and that adds to 
the speed and productivity. Less 
office space means tight seating, 
with limited leg room and practi¬ 
cally no place to stretch. 

RSI experts also blame the'' 
pressures of modern-day working 
life. The need to appear“on top 
of the work”, performance anxi¬ 
ety and the fear of being laid off 
all make the average office 
worker a bundle of stress that af¬ 
fects muscle tension. 

Individual habits also increase 
the risk of RSI. Working on 'a 
keyboard while cradling a re¬ 
ceiver between neck and shoul- 
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der, stretching the neck to read 
the screen or hitting the keys with 
excess force are some traits which 
put extra strain on hand and neck 
joints. 

The risk of RSI goes up sig¬ 
nificantly when your workstation 
makes you operate in an unnatural 
posture: a monitor that makes you 
look upwards all the time, a key¬ 
board that bends your wrists awk¬ 
wardly, a chair that gives no back 
support or a writing surface that 
is too high. “The human body 
can take heavy duty but it protests 
with misuse,” says one orthope- 
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die specialist. simple suggestions from RSI spe- 

Awareness of the risk and pre- cialists: 

vention ifi the best defense .gainst * Reschedule wo* onier and 
stress injuries. Here are some alternate highly replay, ^ 


with other work. DooVhwst ^ 
doing anything in one -Stefr* 
go! ■ 

* Move phone, fifes orprafc,. 
to a location you have f© vusfi; to 

Seems tiresome, hut tinder ia 
Umg run. 

; when you can. Getyour Woff 

*e keyboard and stretch legs fer- 
ward while reading a document or 
ailsw *Tng the phone. 

'* Move around .at least once 
every hour to restoreHood Am 
and uncramp muscles. » 

* Lean back occasionally. If 
your chair does not support ffe 
small of the back, us e a ensfeop. 

At the Work Station . 

1. Sit erect. 

2. Feet Flat on (he floor. 

3. Elbows and knees bent at SO 
degrees with foot rest, if needed.' 

4. Wrists bent gentfy up; sup- 
ported by wirst-pad. 

5. Shoulders relaxed and level. 

6. Eyes level with upper bor¬ 
der of monitor. 

7. Seat 18 to 28 inches awS 
from monitor. 

8. Documents placed ar suae 
Iine-of-vision as (he screen. • ■ 
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Apricot Mousse 

^buwillBeed. 1 lb. fresh apricots 

4 tablespoons cold water 

thinly peeled rind and juice of 1/2 lemon 

5 QZ. castor sugar 

._.. „_ 1/2 02. powdered gelatine (1 padtcO 

bme 3 large eggs, separated 


17x31 + (5x5) 

445 x 0.2 

(45x13) - (114x5) 
13.6 + 0.8 
(37 x 6) - (25 x 5) 
203 + 7 
8*-1 l 

(4x9) - (4 +.9) 


22+ 18 + 26 + 37 
80x0.7 

(17 x 8) - (61 x 2) 
430 + 5 
(8 + 0) x 3 
1278 + 18 
(9 x 14) - (3 x 11 ) 
612 + 34 


2*x 4 1 

(19 x 15) - (31 x 8) 
17.6 + 0.32 
5* 

(84 + 9) x (144 + -12) 
43x14 

(3 + 6 + 8)x2 
(14x4) -(2x4) 


Sb: 



Preparation time 
20 minutes 
Cooking time 
10 minutes 


1/4 pint double cream 
1/4 pint single cream 
few flaked almonds 


/■nnt m few flaked almonds 
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Iffivsh apricots are not in season use 
6 oz. of dried apricots soaked 
oivrmght, and cooked in a little of the 
soaking futfad. Continue as recipe 
adding a Bute water gf necessary to 
make juice up to haf a pint.' 
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five mkaons deep, “if ** give.the 
cdls a guiding track, thcyH fidlow 

says Professor WilkHisfflL 

. This technology may one day 
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Spotlight: Kazakhstan 
Alma-Ata: City of Applet 


* V » 


By BitaOj 

ri/aJhta is a vast coun- 
^ -4 rVtry s i tu a t ed mainly in Asia 
but with a small portion protrud¬ 
ing into Europe. Its total land 
area .is 2.7 million square kilome¬ 
ters, the northernmost to die 
southernmost points measuring 
over 7,800 kilometers and the 
eastern to the western points 
stretching 3,OCX) kilometers. 

K azak stan is Messed with fer¬ 
tile lands and ample supplies of 
: water, vast forest areas and great 

steppes meandering foe Alps. The 
climate is varied—characterized 
by both humid said arid places— 
and mountains are covered with 
ice all-year round. 

In foe European border, foe 
country's neighbor is Russia, and 
in the Asian part China, Kyr¬ 
gyzstan, Uzbekistan and Turk¬ 
menistan. Total population of 
Kazakhstan is 17 million as of 
1992. ... 

Kazakhstan is home to over a 
. hundred different ethnic and tribal 
groups. The capital is Alma-Ata, 
literally meaning father (ata) and 
apple (alma). Alma-Ata is other¬ 
wise known as foe City of Ap- 
" pies. Stalls filled with apples dot 
the pavements of Alma Ata— 
large, crimson-red apples which 
are as beautiful as they are ddi- 
cioustoeaL 

The capital is situated on the 
soafoemmost part of foe Tien 
Shien range and is about 700-900 
meters dove sea level. Alma Ata 
is a relatively large city, pretty, 
deserving the title of one of foe 
greenest cities of foe world. It has 
a population of one million. 

Upon arrival in foe city, a visi¬ 
ter may find foe people unattrac¬ 
tive and even a bit out of fashion 
m their way of dressing. But as 
one gets to know them better he 
wiH find them extremely kind- 
hearted, healthy in body mid spirt 
and happy. They speak in their 
native Kazakhi bid have learned 
and have a good command of 
Russian. 

' A number of museums may be 
found in Alma-Ata, notably the 
Museum of National Arts and the 
Museum of Traditional Musical 
Instruments. The latter displays 
insfmments which, on foe whole, 
are very similar to Iranian tradi¬ 
tional instruments and which may 



In Semey a Kazakh boy extends big brotherly affection to a 
Russian friend. 


be played before any visitor. The 
arts museum, on the other hand, 
is dedicated to tne arts and handi¬ 
crafts which include traditional 
tents, gilims, carpets, wooden 
dishes and silver jewelry set with 
precious stones from local mines. 

One of the most interesting 
sights of the city is a place called 
Mtaoe which is the highest point 
in the city and is located at foe 
top of a mountain. It is apparently 
one of the most sophisticated ski 
slope in the whole of foe former 
Soviet Union. The slope is situ¬ 
ated among dense trees and boasts 
of beautiful places for both skiing 
and ice skating. The name of the 


place is taken from a local myth 
about a child who was lost in foe 
moimlain. The rid slope is also 
called tire Roof City because the 
whole of Alma Ata can be sees 
from there. 


Fascinating Facts 




Travelogue 
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The original building was 
erected from 1318 to 1320 and 
has survived to this day. The up¬ 
per, original part of the castle 
consists of a tower, residential 
quarters, and fortifications. In the 
Middle Ages, the castle guarded 
an important trade route through 
the Gemer and Spis mining re¬ 
gions. In 1352, the castle was 
taken over by members of the Be- 
bek family who used it as a 
stronghold for their marauding 
expeditions. From 1570 to 1578, 
Krasna Horfca was one of a line 
of fortresses repelling attack from 
the east. The Italianate system of 
fortifications in the form of a tri¬ 
angular battlement wall with three 
round tumets is credited to Ales¬ 
sandro da Vedano. 

In 1642 the castle became the 
property of foe Andrassy family, 
who renovated and extended the 
structure, joining all the separate 
buildings together. Those years 
saw foe erection of the tower cas¬ 
tle, together with living quarters 
behind the chapel, and die gallery 
at foe northern end of the Renais¬ 
sance fortification wall, fa 1676 
the castle became die administra¬ 
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A domed yurt, made of fell carpels, is the Kazakh traditional 
home. 


homeowner knows it 
less energy to heat 
a single room than to warm an 
entire house. Some fish follow 
the same principle. They save en¬ 
ergy by heating just their head. 

While most of the world's 
30,000 bony fish species are cold¬ 
blooded, a handful of large 
ocean-dwelling fish, like the tuna, 
are fully warm-blooded. But die 
biHfish—including marlin, sword¬ 
fish, and sail fish—don't need to 
heal their entire body to adapt to 
changes in water temperature. A 
mass of muscle attached to each 
eye adjusts foe brain's tempera¬ 
ture as the fish swim through 
varying ocean depths. 

“The bill fish have built a fur¬ 
nace out of muscle,'* says Bar¬ 
bara Block of foe University of 
Chicago, who studies the seago¬ 
ing space heater. A swordfish 
(see picture) endures temperature 


variations of as much as 60 de¬ 
grees F., spending half its time in 
deep, cold water, the rest near foe 
surface. Thus it can dine on a 
wider selection from the oceanic 
cafeteria. “It’s a classic case of 
adaptation,'* says Block. “With 
more niches to exploit, there's a 
<rcater variety of food available.** 



tive seat of the Gemer region. 
The great fire in 1817 seriously 
damaged the castle and its mili¬ 
tary and administrative signifi¬ 
cance continued to decline. 
Dionyz Andrassy spent 1903 to 
1905 turning the castle into a pri¬ 
vate museum dedicated to his 
family. 

UNIQUE COLLECTIONS 

In foe first third of the 20th 
century, the castle underwent par¬ 
tial restoration to become the mu¬ 
seum building we see today. The 
final touches were completed in 
1989. 

The castle attracts large num¬ 
bers of Slovak and foreign visi¬ 
tors—some 100.000 annually. 


Close to the castle is the 
uniquely designed mausoleum of 
Dionyz Andrassy and his wife 
Frantiska Hahlavcova, erected in 
1903-1904. The relief-decorated 
memorial cupola, supported on 
columns, is the most important 
secessionist-style monument in 
Slovakia. it took Eduard 
Schmuckert just two years to real¬ 
ize the designs of Munich archi¬ 
tect, Richard Be null. The various 
sculptures and mouldings adorn¬ 
ing the mausoleum are the work 
of another Munich artist. Max 
Frick. The interior is surfaced in 

marble brought from Greece, 
Austria, India, Italy, and Egypt. 
The interior ceiling is decorated 



One of foe many legends about 
Krasna Horka inspired Moric 
Jokai to write his novel “The 
White Lady of Levoca." 

Museum exhibits provide a 
historical record of the castle and 
its surroundings and a fascinating 
glimpse of the lifestyle and mar¬ 
tial capabilities of Slovak ances¬ 
tors. Artefacts include: furniture, 
kitchenware, old glass, silver and 
tin utensils, and a collection of 
hunting and military weapons. 

fa Krasnohorske Podhradie 
there is a painting gallery of the 
Andrassy family. Inside, the 
walls are bung with family por¬ 
traits. The majority of the paint¬ 
ings, however, are kept in foe 
castle, and include portraits of 
former owners of the castle and 
their families, together with por¬ 
traits of Hungarian aristocrats, 
and illustrations of contemporary 
events. 

KRASNOHORSKE 

mausoleum 


Krasnohorske Mausoleum 

with a splendid mosaic design in¬ 
corporating agate tiles flecked 
with specks of gold-dusL Karol 
Throll made the mosaic and Adolf 
Mayerhofer the decorations. 

Perhaps foe most striking fea¬ 
ture of the whole edifice is the al- 
tarpiece dedicated to St. 
Frantiska—it is decorated with 
over 4000 tiny precious stones. 
The marble sarcophagi of Dionyz 
Andrassy and his wife Frantiska 
Hahlavcova stand to either side of 
the nave. The mausoleum stands 
in a well-kept park. 


Answers to last week's LAD¬ 
DER WORDS: 

Wright. Fleming. Franco, 
Yuri/Gagarin, Dallas, Macdon¬ 
ald, Spitfire, Chernobyl, 
Luther/King, Gandhi, Egypt, Ein¬ 
stein, Nicholas, Henry/Ford, 
Montgomery, Benazir, 

Boris/Becker, Pankhurst. 

Ian/Smith. Hiroshima. 

Gerald Ford/Georue Bush 
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1962 - The Netherlands and 
Indonesia settle West New 
Guinea dispute. 

1974 - Wife of South Korea’s 
President Park Chung-hHe is 
killed in Seoul by assassin’s bullet 
evidently intended for her 
husband. 

1986 - India’s Prime Minister 
Rajiv Gandhi warns that his 
country’s progress and unity are 
threatened by rising sectarian 
violence. 

1988 - State-run media reports 
in Moscow say guerrillas captured 
a provincial capital in 
Af ghanistan and a district near 
Kabul as Soviet pullout reaches 
halfway mark. 

1991 - UN Security Council 
authorizes Iraq to export $1.6 
billion of oil to finance 
desperately needed food. 


medicine and emergency 

■ W- ' 

supplies. 

■ MW 

1992 - Separatists use a rocket 

1 U 

stolen from a Russian air defence 

H , fi.'z 

unit to shoot down a Georgia 

■ 

helicopter. 
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1994 - Carlos the Jackal, the 
terrorist, is arrested in Sudan and 
flown to Paris for trial. 


By Dorothy Parker (1893-1967) 


P lease, God, let him tele¬ 
phone me now. Dear God, 
let lum call me now. I won’t ask 
anything else of You, truly I won’t. 
It isn’t very mud to ask. It would 
be &o little to You, God, such a 
little, little thing. Only let him tele¬ 
phone now. Please, God. Please, 
please, please. 

If I didn’t think about it, may 
be the telephone might ring. 
Sometimes it does that. If I could 
think of something else. Jf I could 
think of something else. Maybe if 
I counted five hundred by fives, it 
might ring by that time. I’ll count 
slowly. I won’t cheat. And if it 
rings when I get to three hundred, 
I won't stop; I won't answer it 
until I get to five hundred. Five, 
ten fifteen, twenty, twenty-five, 
forty, forty-five, fifty— Oh, 
please ring. Please. 

This is die last time I'll look at 
the clock. I will not look at it 
again. It’s ten minutes past seven. 
He said he would telephone at five 
o'clock. "I’ll call you at five, dar¬ 
ling. a I think that's where he said 
"darling." I’m almost sure he said 
it there. I know he called me "dar¬ 
ling" twice, and die other time was 
when be said good-bye. "Good¬ 
bye, darling. ” He was busy, and 
he can’t say much in the office, but 
he called me "darting" twice. He 
couldift have minded my calling 
him up. i know you shouldn't keep 
telephoning'them — I know they 
don’t like that. When you do that, 
they know you are thinking about 
them and wanting them, and that 
makes them hate you. But I hadn't 
talked to him in three days — not 
in three days. And all I did was ask 
him how he was; it was just the 
way anybody might have called 
him up. He couldn’t have minded 
that. He couldn’t have thought I 
was bothering him. "No, of course 
you’re not," he said. And he said 
he'd telephone me. He didn't have 
to say that. 1 didn’t ask him to, 
truly I didn't. I'm sure 1 didn't. I 
don't think he would say he’d tele¬ 
phone me, and (hen just never do 
it. Please don’t let him do that, 
God. Please don’t. 

"I’ll‘call you at five, darting.” 


"Good-bye, darling." He was 
busy, and he was in a hurry, and 
there were people around him but 
be called me "darling" twice. 
That’s mine, (hat’s mine. T have 
that, even if 1 never see him again. 
(%, but that's so little. That isn’t 
enough. Nothing enough, if I 
never see him again. Please let me 
see him again, God. Please, I want 
him so much. I want him so much. 
I’ll be good, God. I will tty to be 
better, I will, if You wQI let me 
see him again. If Yon will let him 
telephone me. Oh, let him tele¬ 
phone me now. 

Ah, don't let my prayer seem 
too little to You, God. You sit up 
there, so while and old, with all 
the angels about You and foe stars 
slipping by. And I come to You 
with a prayer about a telephone 
call. Ah, don’t laugh, God. You 
see. You don’t know how it feels. 
You’re so safe, there on Your 


IK\ 




I’ll have to walk into the bedroom, u 
and that will be something to do. c 
Maybe, before I look at it again, c 
he will call me. I’ll be so sweet to u 
him if he calls me. If he says he b 
can’t see me tonight. I’ll say c 
"Why! That’s all right, dear. E 
Why, of course it’s all right I’ll o 
be the way I was wben I first met n 
him. Then maybe he’ll like me m 
again. I was always sweet, at first ai 
Oh, it’s so easy to be sweet to b 
people before you love them. 

I think he must still tike me a I 
little. He couldn’t have called me b 
"darling" twice today, if be didn't . k 
still like me a little. It isn’t all T 
gone, if be still tikes me a little; ti 
even if it’s only a tittle bit Yon li 
see, God, if You would just let him ha 
telephone me, I wouldn't have to fi 
ask You anything menu. I would eg 
be sweet to him, I would be gay, I T 
would be just the way I used to be, ax 
and then be would love me again. w 

* w% iN n 


up — that's nothing to get hysteri¬ 
cal about Maybe he isn’t going to 
call — maybe he's coining straight 
up here without telephoning. He’ll 
be cross if he sees I have been 
crying. They don’t like you to cry. 
He doesn’t cry. I wish to God I 
could make him cry. I wish I could 
make him cry and tread foe floor 
and feel his heart heavy and big 
and festering in Mm. I wish 1 could 
hurt him tike bell. 

Hie doesn’t wish that about me. 
I don’t think be even knows how 
he makes me feel. I wish he could 
know, without my telling him. 
They don’t like you to tell them 
they’ve made you cry. They don’t 
like you to tell them you’re un¬ 
happy because of them. If you do, 
they dunk you’re possessive and 
exacting. And then they hate you. 
They hate you whenever you say 
anything you really think. You al¬ 
ways have to keep playing little 


ttironc, with the blue swirling un¬ 
der You. Nothing can touch You; 
no one cart twist Your heart in his 
hands. This is suffering, God. this 
is had, bad suffering. Won’t You 
help me? For Your Son's sake, 
help me. You said You would do 
whatever was asked of You in His 
name. Oh, God, in the name of 
Thine only beloved Son, Jesus 
Christ, our Lord, let him tele¬ 
phone me now. 

I must stop this. 1 mustn’t be 
this way. Look. Suppose a young 
man says he’ll call a girl up, and 
then something happens, and be 
doesn’t. That isn’t so terrihle. is 
it? Why, it's going on all over the 
world, right this minute. Oh. what 
do I care what’s going on all over 
the world? Why can't that tele¬ 
phone ring? Why can’t it, why 
can’t it? Couldn’t you ring? Ah. 
please, couldn-’.t you? You 
damned, ugly, shiny thing: ft 
would hurt you to ring, wouldn’t 
it? Oh, that would hurt you. Damn 
you. I’ll pull your filthy roots out 
of the wall, I’ll smash your smug 

black face in little hits. Damn you 
to hell. 7 

No, no, no. 1 must stop. I must 
think about something else. This is 
what I’ll do. I’ll put the clock in 
the other room. Then I can’t look 
at it. If I do have to look at it, then 


And then I would never have to ask 
You for anything more. Don’t You 
see. God? So won’t You please let 
him telephone me? Won’t You 
please, please, please? 

Are You punishing me, God, 
because I’ve been bad? Are You 
angry with me because I did that? 
Oh, but God. there are so many 
bad people — You could not be 
hard only to me. And it wasn't 
very bad; it couldn’t have been 
bad. We didn't hurt anybody, 
God. Things are only bad when 
they hurt people. We didn’t hnrt 
one single soul; You know that. 
You know it wasn’t bad, don’t 
You. God? So won’t You let him 

telephone me now? 

If he doesn't telephone roe. I'll 
know God is angry with me. I’ll 
count five hundred by fives, and if 
he hasn’t called me then, I will 
know God isn't going to help me, 
ever again. That will be the sign. 
Five, ten, fifteen, twenty, twenty- 
five, thirty, thirty-five, forty, 
forty-five, fifty, fifty-five.... It 
was had. 1 knew it was bad. All 
right, God, sent me to hell. You 
think You’re frightening me with 
Your hell, don't you? You think 
Your hell is worse than mine. 

I mustn't. I mustn’t do this. 
Suppose he’s a little late calling me 


games. Oh, 1 thought we didn't 
have to; 1 thought this was so lag 
I could say whatever I meant I 
guess You can’t, ever. I guess 
there isn’t even anything big 
enough for that. Oh, if he would 
just telephone, I wouldn't tell him 
1 had been sad about him. They 
hate sad people. I would he so 
sweet and so gay, he couldn't help 
but like me. If he would only tele¬ 
phone. If he would only telephone. 

Maybe that's what he is doing. 
Maybe he is coming up here with¬ 
out calling me up. Maybe he's on 
his way now. Something might 
have happened to him. No, do th¬ 
ing could ever happen to him. I 
can’t picture anything happening 
to him. I never picture him run 
over. 1 never see him lying still 
and long and dead. I wish he were 
dead. That's a terrible wish. 
That's a lovely wish. If he were 
dead, he would he mine, if he were 
dead, 1 would never think of now 
and the last few weeks. I would 
remember only the lovely times. It 
would be all beautiful. 1 wish he 
were dead. I wish he were dead, 
dead, dead. 

This is silly. It’s silly to go 
wishing people were deadjust be¬ 
cause they don’t call you up the 
very minute they said they would. 


Maybe the clock’s fast; I don’t 
knew whether it’s right. Maybe 
he’s hardly late at all. Anything 
could have made him a little late. 
Maybe he had to stay at his office. 
Maybe he went home, to call me 
up from there, and somebody 
came in. He doesn’t like to tele¬ 
phone me in front of people. 
Maybe he’s worried, just a little, 
tittle bit, about keeping me wait¬ 
ing. He might even hope foat I 
would call him up. I could do that. 
I could telephone him. 

I mustn’t I mustn’t I mustn’t 
Oh, God, please don’t let me tele¬ 
phone him. Please keep me from 
doing that I know, God, just as 
wen as You do, that if he were 
worried about me, he’d telephone 
no matter where he was or bow 
many people there were around 
him. Please make me know that 
God. I don’t ask You to make it 
easy for me - You can't do that 
for all that You could make a 
world. Only let me know it, God. 
Don’t let me go on hoping. Don’t 
let me say comforting things to my 
self. Please don’t let me hope, dear 
God. Please don’t. 

I won’t telephone him. I'll 
never telephone him again as long 
as I live. He'll rot in bell, before 
I’ll call him up. You don’t have to 
give me strength, God; I have it 
myself. If he wanted me, he would 
get me. He knows where I am. He 
knows I’m waiting here. He’s so 
sure of me, so sure. I wonder why 
they hale you, as soon as they are 
sure of you. r should think it would 
be so sweet to be sure. 

It would be so easy to telephone 
him. Then I’d know. Maybe it 
wouldn't be a foolish thing to do. 
Maybe be wouldn’t mind. Maybe 
be <1 like it. Maybe he has been 
trying to get me. Sometimes peo¬ 
ple try and try to get you on the 

telephone, and they say the num- 
hsr doesn't answer. I'm not just 
saying that to help myself; that 
really happens. You know that re¬ 
ally happens, God. Oh, God, keep 
me away from that telephone. 
Keep me away. Let roe still have 
just a little bit of pride. I think I’m 
going to need it, God. I think it 
will be all I'll have. 

Oh, what does pride matter, 

when 1 can't stand it if I don’t talk 

to him? Pride like that is such a 
silly, shabby little thing. The real 
pride, the Mg pride, is in having 


1994 - Joaquin Balagner 
assumes the presidency of-the 
Dominican Republic for the sew- ■ 
enth time. 

no pride. I'm not saymg that just 
because I want to call him 1 
not That’s true, I know that's 
true. I will be big. I will be beyond 
little prides. 

Please, God, keep me from ’ . 
telephoning him. Please, God. 

I don’t see what pride has to do * 
with it. This is such a tittle thing, . 
for me to be bringing in pride, for .. 
me to be making such a fuss about 
I may have misunderstood him. 
Maybe he said for me to call him 
up, at five. "Gall me at five, dar¬ 
ling." He could have said that, 
perfectly well. R’s so possible foat : 
I didn’t hear him right. "Call me 
at five, darling." Fm almost sore .. 
that’s what he said. God, don’t let 
me talk tills way to myself. Make 
me know, please make me bow. 

I’ll drink about something else. 

I’ll just at quietly. If I would at 
still- If I could sit still. Maybe I 
could read. Oh, all the books areq^, 
about people who love each other, 
truly and sweetly. What do they 
want to write about that for? Don’t 
they know it isn’t true? Don’t they 
know it's a lie. It’s a God 
lie? What do they have to tell about 
foat for, when they know how it 
hurts? Damn them, Awm them, " 
damn them. 

I won’t. I’U be quieL. Uns is 
nothing to get excited about. . 
Look. Suppose be were someone ! 
didn’t know very well. Suppose he 
were another girl. Then Td just - 
telephone and say, "Well, for ® 
goodness' sake, what happened to 
you?" That’s what I’d do, and Fd 
never even think about it Why 
can’t I be casual and natural, just 
because I love him? I can be. Hon¬ 
estly, ] can be. I’ll call him up, and 
be so easy and pleasant You see 
if I won’t, God. Oh, don’t let me 
call him. Don’t, don’t, don’t. 

God, aren’t You really going to 
let him call me? Are Yon sure, 
God? Couldn’t Yon please retail? 
Couldn’t You? I don’t even ask ^ 
You to let him telephone me now, 

God; only let him do it in a tilde 
while. I’ll count five hundred by 
fives. I'll do it so slowly and so. 
feirly. If he hasn’t telephoned 
foen, IU call him. I will. Oh, 
ptease, dear God, dear {kind God, 
my Messed Father in Heaven, let • 
him call before then. Please, God. 
Please. 

Five, ten, fifteen, twenty, 
twenty-five, thirty, thirty-five... ^ 
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